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5.0 Conjoining Korean Jamos

Unicode 1.1 contains both a large set of precomposed modern Hangul syllable blocks, and a
set of conjoining Korean jamos, which can be used to encode all modern and ancient syllable
blocks.

Jamos can be classified into three sets of characters: Choseong (leading consonants, or sylla-
ble-initial characters), Jungseong (vowels, or syllable-peak characters), and Jongseong (trail-
ing consonants, or syllable-final characters). In the following discussion, these can be
abbreviated by L (leading consonant), V (vowel) and T (trailing consonant).

5.1 Canonical Syllables

In rendering, a sequence of jamos are displayed as a series of syllable blocks. The rules for
composing canonical syllable blocks from jamos are as follows:

1. A complete syllable block is composed of a sequence of Choseong followed by a
sequence of Jungseong and optionally a sequence of Jongseong (e.g., S = LV or LVT).

2. An incomplete syllable block is a string of one or more characters which does not con-
stitute a complete syllable block (e.g., a Choseong character alone [L], a Jungseong
character alone [V], a Jongseong character alone [T], or a Jungseong followed by a
Jongseong [VT]).

3. Anincomplete syllable block which starts with a Jungseong character or a Jongseong
character must be preceded by a Choseong filler (e.g., V— LV ; T — L/T).

4. An incomplete syllable block composed of a Choseong character alone must be fol-
lowed by a Jungseong filler (e.g, L — LV;; T — LT — L V/T).

5.2 Syllable Boundaries

The rules for canonical syllables do not supply a complete specification of how to divide up an
arbitrary sequence of jamos (including non-canonical sequences) into syllable blocks. This is
addressed by the following additional rules:

In any sequence of conjoining jamos, a syllable break occurs between the following pairs of
characters:

1. Any conjoining jamo and any non-jamo (X) LX, VX, TX, XL, XV, XT
2. AJungseong (vowel) and a Choseong (leading) VL
3. AJongseong (trailing) and Jungseong (vowel) vV
4. AJongseong (trailing) and Choseong (leading) TL

5.3 Examples
In the canonical sequence below, the syllable breaks are shown with middle dots:
LVTLVLVLVLVLVT - LVT.LV.LV.LV,.-LV.LVT
In the non-canonical sequence below, syllable breaks are:
LLTVLTLTVVLL — LLT-V.LT.LT.-VV.LL

This latter sequence could be transformed into canonical form by inserting fillers into each
syllable according to C3 and C4:

LLTVLTLTVVLL — LLVT.LV.LVT.LVT.LVV.LLV,
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5.4 Encoding Structure.

The Unicode block for the conjoining jamos is divided into the following ranges:

U+1100 — U+1159
U+115F
U+1160
U+1161 — U+11A2
U+11A8 — U+11FA

Choseong (leading consonants) 90 characters
CHOSEONG FILLER (leading filler) 1 character
JUNGSEONG FILLER (vowel filler) 1 character
Jungseong (vowels) 66 characters
Jongseong (trailing consonants) 82 characters
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