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1) Burmese script has the full set of vowels of the main Indic scripts, permitting
amongst other things transliteration of Buddhist texts in Pali language and
Devanagari script — an important practical requirement in Myanmar (Burma). However
it also has cne additional vowel, unique to Burmese:

(@]

5? BURMESE LETTER UI

.+ BURMESE VOWEL SIGN UI
g
The proposal for Burmese in WG2 N 1729 omits this vowel. These two characters
should therefore be added.

There are precedents for including such 'extra' vowels. Sinhala has AE and AAE.
Other southeast Asian scripts have 'extra' vowels.

(Name derived from ALA-LC Romanization Tables, page 24.)

2) There is no valid evidence that the uses and meanings of the Virama character

in Burmese are in any way different from the main Indic scripts. Therefore it it
unnecessary to provide it in the two forms shown in N 1729, at 1737 named VIRAMA and
at 1738 named KILLER.

In Unicode coding conventions, for any Indic script VIRAMA is used to code
conjuncts and the function provided by the proposed KILLER character is coded
VIRAMA + ZWNJ (this is termed 'Explicit Virama' page 6-36).

Furthermore, it would be highly undesirable, and economically disadvantagecus,
to have to use different coding conventions regarding Virama in Burmese compared
with all other Indic and southeast Asian scripts.

Therefore the inclusion of KILLER in N 1729 must be regarded as an error. It
should be deleted.

[The error originated in my old paper N 881, which in turn resulted from a
misreading of the very old 'Burmese Grammar' by Lonsdale, 1899. Although I
corrected this in my N 1321, it inadvertently got into N 1523. It was this
document that was used to make N 1729. ]

3) The attached code table is derived from N 1729 with onlv the addition of the
vowel UT at 172B and vowel sign UI at 1735, these being the correct positions
corresponding to alphabetic sequence, and the deletion of KILLER.
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TABLE XXX - Row 17: BURMESE
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