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TITLE: Japan's Comments on JTC 1 N5295: Proposed Modifications to JTC 1/SC 2 Programme of Work 

SOURCE: The National Body of Japan 

Japan approves item 1 of JTC 1 N 5295. However, Japan proposes the separation of item 2 of the proposed changes to PoW from the rest of the document. 

Item 2 (project JTC 1.02.18.02) refers to something called General Purpose Plane (GPP) reserved to contain only non-graphic-character names. GPP is new to us. Nevertheless there is no definition or explanation given in JTC 1 N5295 about the non-graphic-character names which are to be covered by GPP. Therefore, Japan considers project JTC 1.02.18.02 must go through the NP process before being incorporated into the PoW. Such an NP should at least address the following items and be accompanied by an NP acceptance criteria as directed in the reengineering work. 

1. A definition of the non-graphic-character

2. An explanation of sample use of the non-graphic-character, and

3. A draft on a conformance clause of the ISO/IEC 10646-2 taking into account the non-graphic-character

Supporting consideration 
--------------------- 
As mentioned above, term "non-graphic-character" is used undefined. The following considerations are given to support the justification to call for an NP process. 

One possible reference for this issue would be SC 2/WG 2 N1717 (WD), a proposed working draft of the ISO/IEC 10646 part-2. Even in this WD, however, there is no definition of the non-graphic-character. The definition clause in the WD also points ISO/IEC 10646-1 as a base definition, but again there is no definition of the term in it either. Clause 4.18 of ISO/IEC 10646-1 defines a graphic character as " A character other than a control function," and clause 4.14 of the same standard defines a control function, which has never been referred to as non-graphic-characters. The term, thus, is very confusing and incompatible with the definition of control functions for ISO/IEC 10646-1 and -2. Note that JTC 1 (and SC 2) has been developing standards for coded character sets which include only graphic characters and/or control functions. Something called non-graphic- character is totally new to JTC 1. Furthermore, the WD referred to above stipulates that the conformance clause of ISO/IEC 10646-1 will also be applied to the ISO/IEC 10646-2. The clause, however, specifies nothing for the non-graphic-character. 

