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Although the AFIl wishes to use the same set of fonts to print both the Unicode Standard and the
second edition of ISO/IEC 10646-1. However, in the case of Latin, and to an extent Cyrillic, the

fonts which have been selected by the UTC to print are, in my opinion, unsuitable for printing the

International Standard.

The fonts are idiosyncratic and contain a number of “fancy” design features which make the fonts
“non-vanilla” in a large number of cases. Some comments which | made to the UTC were taken
into account (such as the use of the aspostrophe instead of the caron for Czech letters) but sti
many of the basic glyph shapes, especially for the less-well-known characters (such as the
medieval English and IPA characters), are either strangely designed, and in some cases still badl
or incorrectly designed.

As part of my input to the UTC, | prepared a full repertoire of Latin characters using the Utopia
font by Adobe, which is freely available on the net. This is the font | have routinely used for new
characters which go out for PDAM ballots, and has therefore been acceptable to the National
Bodies. | have raised the question of whether AFIl could use this font to print the second edition
of 10646-1 with some people in Adobe. | have not had a conclusive response from Adobe
(though there should not be a problem as the one is permitted modify a font for one’s own use),
but am preparing now another font of my own, which will be available to AFII for use without
any problems should we not get a positive answer from Adobe.

| appreciate that AFII may find it convenient to use the same font for both the second edition of
10646-1 and the Unicode Standard, but the font they have chosen for Latin, as well as the one
they are using for non-Slavic Cyrillic, is not acceptable, and revisions made by the designer of
that font after the first round of detailed discussion on the draft of the Unicode text have not
satisfied me. It doesn’t matter to me what font UTC uses to print the Unicode Standard, but that’s
up to them. WG2, however, has to approve the fonts used for the UCS. For my panitl do
approve the font chosen by AFII for presenting Latin in the second edition of 10646-1. The
problems with the font are both subtle and gross, and a more generic font should be used to prin
the International Standard. Attached is a sample of the Utopia-based font which | prepared earliel
for comparison with the samples provided by AFII.
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