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The Swedish NB is of the opinion that the "tag characters" shall not be standardised, at least at present. For further comments see below.





Comment from Sweden.





The "general purpose plane" (plane 14) is by this WD used for "tag characters". These are essentially yet another copy of the ASCII characters in the UCS plus two "tag syntax" related characters (LANGUAGE TAG and CANCEL TAG).  We object to the plane 14 characters for several reasons: 





Language tags are already included in several 'higher level protocols'. If language tagging is needed, one can use either the mechanisms already provided in XML/SGML/HTML, or use some similar scheme for language tagging, possibly simpler, possibly adapted to a different kind of markup. (Note that the plane 14 characters are ill suited for use with HTML/XML, and are likely to become disallowed in HTML/XML files.)





The plane 14 tag characters are made for a particular syntax for the language tags.  What the syntax for language tags is, is clearly out of scope for 10646.





The plane 14 tag characters are limited to expressing the tag values in (shadow) ASCII.  In a standard such as 10646 a limitation to use only ASCII (remapped) is very strange.  Indeed, languages may have (informal or formal) identifications that include non-ASCII characters.





If anything like tag characters are to be acceptable from our point of view, then the character allocation for a special syntax only, must be generalised to allow any syntax (which one to use is out of scope for 10646), and the restriction to (shadow) only ASCII must also be removed.  Any characters must be allowable to use as "tag characters", for language tagging or otherwise.





Our primary preference would be to simply remove the plane 14 tag characters from any further consideration, leaving language tagging only to markup (e.g. XML; or something much simpler). Note that XML/HTML files should never use the plane 14 language tags anyway.





Our secondary preference is to use a completely different scheme for this, and similar, kind of tagging that is general enough both in being able to completely move tag syntax considerations out of 10646, and to allow any characters (or rather 'shadow characters' for all other UCS characters) in tags.  Possibilities for this include, but are not restricted to,


using all of plane 14 for a UTF-16 remap,


using the 256 first characters in plane 14 for a UTF-8 remap,


using a single "META" character code point, the use of which marks some nearby character as being a tag, or meta, character.  





We understand that the tag characters have been proposed in order to get easily identifiable (language) tags, the identification to be done by just looking at character codes rather than parsing any markup that uses ordinary characters.  However, it is very doubtful that this is really needed.  Parsing simple language tagging expressed with ordinary characters (e.g. <svenska>Hej</svenska>, if something HTML-inspired is used) can be made simple enough.





For the application originally in mind for the plane 14 tag characters ('name'-'language tagged string value' pairs in Internet protocols) an even simpler approach can be used instead: 





Using plane 14 tags:


attribute_name: <some plane 14 tagged string with tag separated message in multiple languages> 





Without plane 14 tags:


attribute_name, sv: <message in Swedish>


attribute_name, en_UK: <(same) message in UK English> attribute_name, jp: <(same) message in Japanese>


attribute_name, zh_HK: <(same) message in traditional Chinese> 





Plane 14 tag characters appears to serve no purpose being allocated in 10646.  The functionality they offer can with preference be replaced by other language tagging methods that do not require any special character allocations in 10646. 





Consequently it is proposed that sections 5.3, 8 and 9.3 and Annex C are deleted, as well as the parts of Annexes A and B that refer to the plane 14 characters. 





