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In the process of reviewing CJK Extension C, we realized that several proposed addition not ‘Han Ideograph’ but rather “strokes” or “component” of an ideograph. For example, in IRG N893, there are 16 strokes and 2 “components” proposed to Extension C. In another document, IRG N927 proposed another 2 basic stroke.

We bought up this issue at IRG#20 in Hanoi and proposed that the CJK strokes should be encoded as a separate block (IRG N943). Unfortunately, IRG members are unable to reach unanimous consensus, particularly that:

a) There are several (approximately a dozen) CJK basic stroke already encoded in CJK Unified Han, CJK Ext A and CJK Ext B. However, some of these “strokes” are also an ideograph on its own right.
b) There is no description in the CJK Unified Han block or in the CJK Extension C project that prohibit the proposal of CJK strokes.

We would like to seek clarification from WG2 regarding the handling of the CJK Stroke, whether to (a) keep them in Extension C, and that any future addition of CJK stroke to be place in CJK Unified Han block; or (b) to proposed them in a separate block.

Note: There was some discussion offline between China, Hong Kong, TCA and Singapore to put a proposal for CJK Stroke block if these were to be encoded in a separate block. We estimate a block size of 50 or less would be needed.
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