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In preparing document N3211 I noticed that the proposed arrangements of the new Cyril-
lic Extended-B and Bamum blocks would result in a free single column space. Single 
Columns are too small to be allocated to any scripts and therefore cause fragmentation of 
the remaining encoding space. In conversation with some of the other editors the proposal 
emerged to combine the two new proposed blocks for Cyrillic Extended B and C into a 
new one starting at A630, by moving the proposed Bamum block up by two columms 
starting at A6A0. This extends the space proposed for Cyrillic extensions by one column. 
 
The attached shows the proposed new arrangement for Cyrillic. This new arrangement 
implements these improvements: 

• one fewer blocks needed overall 
• room for additional 16 characters in the Cyrillic Extended-B block 

 
It can be anticipated that, like Latin and Arabic, additional characters for the Cyrillic will 
be needed in the near future. Reserving a very modest amount of free space in the Cyrillic 
Extended-C block will prevent the need to add additional blocks in the near term. 
 
WG2 has a policy to not extend blocks across a 0x80 (or 0x00) boundary in code space, if 
possible. This is particularly relevant for entire scripts. However, when the alternative is 
to create two, or even three blocks, and when the characters are an extension of an exist-
ing script — which means that the entire repertoire already extends across an 0x80 or 
0x00 boundary — this policy does not prevent a placement like the one proposed here. 
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