JTC1/SC2/WG2 N3684-J

Japan votes against ISO/IEC 10646:2003 PDAM 8 (SC2N4078) with comments below.  Japan will change its vote if the three comments JP.T1, JP.T2, and JP.T3 are addressed appropriately.
JP.T1 (technical): Change the source reference of JH as described in IRG N1573 as follows:
JH      Hanyo-Denshi Program (汎用電子情報交換環境整備プログラム)
Note that the parenthesized Japanese text is a part of the source description.
JP.T2 (technical): Remove the character JH-IB0680 (u+2b779 in CJK D), according to the conclusion of IRG #32 (IRG N1587).
JP.T3 (technical): The character JH-444550 (u+2b7eb in CJK D) on the code chart is wrong.
Note that JNB re-verified its font submission and confirmed that the font contains a correct shape for this particular character.  It should be a code chart production mistake.
JP.E4 (editorial): Shapes of three Bopomofo extended characters addition (u+031b8, u+031b9 and u+031ba) look strange; they are based on different design rules from existing Bopomofo characters.  JNB requests submitter to re-confirm the design.
JP.G5 (general): Japan has several concerns on the character additions based on the so-called emoji proposal.  Japan national body feels that we WG 2 need more study on the set before inclusion in the amendment.

Major issues and assortment of comments follow:

a) We need discussion on inclusion in the standard of the mapping information between UCS and the existing proprietary code sets used in the Japanese mobile phone operators.  Some characters, e.g., EMOJI COMPATIBILITY SYMBOL-XX characters (U+1F560 to U+1F564) may be useless unless such mapping information is provided because their character names do not fully convey their connotational meaning.  Some other characters, e.g., HEART-X (U+1F498 to U+1F49B), have same shape with different grey shading levels, and it is impractical to expect two or more independently developed mappings between the UCS and the same proprietary code set (with several colorful heart symbols) match because it is unclear which shading level corresponds to, say, pink.
b) Japan national body received complaints on the representative glyphs for the emoji characters in the draft amendment.  Some simply say that some graphics are inappropriate.  Some say the shape on the draft amendment do not match with the (unspecified in the standard) original emoji characters.  Some say 'never invent novel symbols; just use existing ones.'
c) The original emoji proposal aimed at providing complete emoji repertory.  The set in the draft amendment, however, doesn't cover all emoji characters in use in Japan.  As a result, we can't guarantee so-called round trip integrity between any of the existing mobile phone operator's code set and UCS.  It is questionable that adding such incomplete set is valuable.

d) For Pictorial Characters associated with Japanese folklore, the character name with “JAPANESE” should be attached to convey proper context of character.  Otherwise, the users of UCS can totally misunderstand what they mean based on their English character names.  Specifically,


1F478 OGRE → JAPANESE OGRE


1F479 GOBLIN → JAPANESE GOBLIN

e) Some character names and the shape look inconsistent.  1F35C “STEAMING BOWL” has a note that says “ramen noodles, rice donburi”, but its shape clearly denotes the noodles, but rice, so the note of “rice donburi” looks strange.  1F4E7 “PACKAGE” should be named “GIFT PACKAGE” to describe its glyph more specifically with some notes that tells how this character differs from 1F381 “WRAPPED PRESENT”.  U+1F4D5 VERTICAL CLOSED BOOK and U+1F4D6 OPEN BOOK seem paired characters, but their names are asymmetric on the word VERTICAL.  U+1F362 SEAFOOD CASSEROLE is after the Japanese dish oden, but it is impossible to associate oden from the name seafood casserole.  Also the graphic for SEAFOOD CASSEROLE doesn't show any seafood.  (The shapes look an egg, konnyaku, and a cut piece of daikon (aka Chinese raddish).  They are popular in oden, but none of them are seafood.)  U+1F4A0 DIAMOND SHAPE WITH A DOT INSIDE is after the DoCoMo's character of the name kawaii, but it is not easy to think it is kawaii.
g) Characters in each group of 1F498 to 1F49B (HEART-1 to HEART-4), 1F34E to 1F34F (APPLE-1 and APPLE-2), 1F4D7 to 1F4D9 (BOOK-1 to -3), etc. seem to have the same shape and only differ in shading.  An explicit reason why and how they are encoded as separate characters should be provided as a note.  (Usually, such differences should be handled by other means, e.g., style or formatting attributes)

(End of text)
