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Dear all ISO/IEC JTC1/SC2/WG2 members,

I pay my highest respect to all members discussing about the Nushu as a part of
ISO/IEC 10646.

In the past, I had a few concerns on Zhao Liming’s description about the history of
Nushu, and submitted 2 documents that explained my concerns. In this submission, I
express my concern regarding a comment in Nushu Ad Hoc meeting report from WG2

#62 (N4561). As a result, I request an official response from Zhao about it.

The rationale for this clarification is to question a comment in the WG2 Nushu Ad
Hoc report, and to correct errors in the proposal itself regarding the history of Nushu.
Without correction, such errors could lead to further inaccuracies, as others may refer
to these documents.

The issue concerns the coin shown on p. 23 of the Nushu proposal from China, WG2
N3463 (submitted on June, 2008).

Errors in Nushu proposal
The picture of the coin is described in N3463 as
Till now, the earliest mention we found is the grade coin in the period of
Taipingtianguo in 1850s, which has been identified by the experts in Palace.
(Note: The same text appears on page 71 in the updated proposal N4341, dated
September 2012).

In WG2 N3705 (submitted on September, 2009), I asked who “the experts in Palace”
are.

To my question, a quick response was given in WG2 N3719;



“Expert in palace” in WG2 N3598 should be “expert in Nanjing
Museum”. Mr. Zhang Tiebao (Gk#£%), a Taiping Tianguo history
researcher, confirmed to the author of WG2 N3598 in 1998 that the coin

was conform to the Taping Tianguo money system.

This response includes several errors;

1. The response wrote that the expert in the palace points to Zhang Tiebao in the
Nanjing museum. However, the Nanjing museum is not the palace.

2. The response mentioned that Zhang Tiebao confirmed to Zhao Liming that the coin
was conformant with the Taiping Tianguo money system. However, Zhang had not
seen the coin before 2001 and the coin was not identified as conformant with the

Taiping Tianguo money system (see below).

Question about statement in Ad hoc report
On 2001, I asked Zhang for his review of the coin which has Nushu glyphs and was
described as “made in Taiping Tianguo”. Zhang concluded it was not made in Taiping

Tianguo, citing more than 10 points of verification.

In 2004, he presented his review result in the symposium “The History, Status Quo
and Future of Nushu” (F1[EZZEHEEL - BLK - 43F) held in Beijing. According to his
letter in which he recalled the symposium, he wrote:

1 exchanged many discussions with the participants of the symposium.
Zhao Liming and Gong Zhebing stated their agreements with my review
result clearly. In addition, they commented they are not so familiar with
the study of Taiping Tianguo, thus the participation of the experts of
Taiping Tianguo is welcomed.

Afterwards, his review result was published as an article titled “A problem on the
currency with women's script of Taiping-tianguo” in the book collecting the articles of
the symposium (published by F1E#t:277 Hifftt:, ISBN 9787500451457, 2005).

Almost 10 years have passed since the publishing, and no criticism or objections
appeared in response to this article.

Except for the review result published in the proceedings from the 2004 symposium,
Zhang has not published any other result.



Regarding the article with his review results, Zhang said, “Zhao Liming also
participated in the symposium, thus she must know the existence of my review result.
Furthermore, she directly commented to me that she agrees with my review result,

during the meeting”.

If Zhang was sure in 1998 that the coin was made in Taiping Tianguo (as was stated
in N3719), his review result in 2004 ought to have also been a confirmation. But his

review result was not.

In the WG2 Nushu ad hoc report (N4561), it states:
Suzuki also quoted Endo (N3705) saying that Zhang Tie Bao had concluded the
coin pictured in Chinese submissions as a forged object and that an authorized
book should not refer to it as evidence. Chen reported Zhao saying that Zhang is

wrong about this issue.

Thus I have to ask: where is Zhang wrong? If the Chinese delegate did not hear the

details, please ask Zhao for her response.

In the article published in 2005, Zhang concluded that the coin was notz made in the
money system of Taiping Tianguo with multiple points of verification. If Zhao says his

conclusion is wrong, she should clarify which verification in his article is wrong.

For the sake of understanding the history of Nushu correctly, and the honor of Zhang
Tiebao, the expert of Taiping Tianguo, I ask for sincere response from Zhao and
appropriate corrections to the proposal.

August, 2014
Orie Endo
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