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1. Update. Loma was introduced back in 2010, but it has taken some time to make contact and work with
the user community. There are people actively using Loma today—but it is as yet uncertain what the
relation of their work is with the analyses made by David Dalby in 1967, which owed much to the
descriptions made by Theodore Monod and Joseph Joffre, both in 1943. 

Essentially there are two issues: one, the glyph shapes, which show variation in 1943–1967, but which
differ in many particulars in images available today. The other issue is the repertoire, both in terms of
identification of the vocalic and consonantal readings of the characters, and in terms of the completeness
of the syllabic matrix. 

Research continues, but there are serious needs to be met. We really need is an authoritative and complete
modern description of the writing system and how it is applied to the syllables of Loma. Are there
standard spellings? Books for children? We need to know whether Joffre and Monod’s texts are accurate,
as Dalby’s are based on those. We need to understand the glyph structure (ductus and form) of the
modern script, and map it, if not to Dalby or Joffre or Monod’s charts, to original early documents (dating
to the 1930s and 1940s), if these can be transcribed into Loma Latin text and translated. We need to know
the size of the corpus, at least better than we do now. We need to know if we need to support older forms
of the syllabary, or if the modern form in use is sufficient. 

This document updates the previous document by adding in additional tables of characters from modern
use. It also presents a plain-text listing of the characters in the three sources which we have, in the Latin
transcription used in those sources (Figures 6, 7, and 8). Those Latin transcriptions differ in various ways,
and the relationship between those transcriptions and either the IPA or modern Latin orthographic
standards in Guinea remains to be worked out. More expert input is required. Fonts are also required. 

2. Acknowledgements. This project was made possible in part by a grant from the U.S. National
Endowment for the Humanities, which funded the Universal Scripts Project (part of the Script Encoding
Initiative at UC Berkeley) in respect of the Loma encoding. Any views, findings, conclusions or
recommendations expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect those of the National
Endowment of the Humanities.
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4. Figures.

Figure 1. Sample of handwritten Loma text. 

Figure 2. Sample of handwritten Loma text with a Latin transcription. 

3



4

Figure 3. Table of Loma syllables from Dalby 1967.  



Figure 4a. Table of Loma syllables from Monod 1943. 
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Figure 4b. Table of Loma syllables from Monod 1943. 
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Figure 5a. Table of Loma syllables from Joffre 1943. 
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Figure 5b. Table of Loma syllables from Joffre 1943. 
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Figure 5c. Table of Loma syllables from Joffre 1943. 
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Figure 5c. Table of Loma syllables from Joffre 1943. 
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Figure 6a. Modern table of Loma text, from an undated document called “Alphabet Toma Macenta”. 
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Figure 6b. Modern table of Loma text, from an undated document called “Alphabet Toma Macenta”
by Foromo Guilavogui of Guinea. 
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Figure 6c. Modern table of Loma text, from an undated document called “Alphabet Toma Macenta”
by Foromo Guilavogui of Guinea. 
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Figure 6d. Modern table of Loma text, from an undated document called “Alphabet Toma Macenta”
by Foromo Guilavogui of Guinea. 
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Figure 6e. Modern table of Loma text, from an undated document called “Alphabet Toma Macenta”
by Foromo Guilavogui of Guinea. 
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Figure 6f. List of Loma character names in the alphabetical order they apper in an undated document
called “Alphabet Toma Macenta” by Foromo Guilavogui of Guinea. 
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A
AÏ
AOU
E
É
Ê
O
OUN
Ö
BI
BO
BA
BÚ
BÖ
BE
BÉ
BÈ
BÊ
BOU
BON
BOUM
BÂ
BHI
BHA
BHÖ
BHÂ
BHÉ
BHOÈ
BHOÏ
BHOU
BHÈIN
DI
DO
DA
DÂ
DE
DÉ
DÈ
DÊ
DÖ
DÔ
DOU
DON
DÏN
DJI
DJON

DHA
FI
FO
FA
FE
FÉ
FÈ
FÊ
FÎ
FÂ
FÖ
FÔ
FOU
FOUI
FOIN
FOÏN
FOUIN
FOÈN
GI
GU
GO
GA
GÂ
GÉ
GÈ
GÊ
GÖ
GOÏ
GEÏN
GOU
GHIN
GBÈ-1
GBI
GBO
GBÖ
GBA
GBE
GBÉ
GBÈ-2
GBÊ
GNI
GNO
GNA
GNÈ
GHI
GHA

GHE
GHÉ
GHÈ
GHÊ
KI
KO
KÖ
KA
KÂ
KE
KÉ
KÈ
KÊ
KOÏ
KOU
KOUI
KPI
KPO
KPÖ
KPAÉ
KPA
KPE
KPÉ
KPÈ
KPÊ
KPOU
LI
LA
LE
LÉ
LÈ
LÊ
LO
LÖ
LOU
LÔ
LÂ
LEI
LÖIN
LOI
LÖI
MI
MO
MA
ME
MÉ

MÈ
MÊ
MOU
MAI
MÖI
MOI
MÖ
MEI
NA
NE
NÂ
NÉ
NÖ
NÊ
NI
NO
NOU
NOUI
NHA
NHEN
NYA
PI
PO
PA
PÂ
POI
PÔI
POU
POUI
PÉIN
POIN
PÉ
PÈ
PÊ
SA
SE
SÉ
SÈ
SEI
SI
SO
SÖ
SOI
SEIN
TI
TO

TÖ
TA
TÂ
TÉ
TÀ
TÊ
TEI
TOU
TON
VI
VA
VO
VÔ
VÖ
VÂ
VE
VÉ
VÈ
VÊ
VOIN
VAIN
VHI
VHA
VHÉ
VHE
WI
WO
WÖ
WOU
WA
WÂ
WE
WÈ
WÊ
WOÏ
WOIN
WOEN
WON
WOUN
YA
YA-2
YI
YÖ
YE
YË
YÈ

YÔ
YO
ZI
ZO
ZÖ
ZA
ZÂ
ZE
ZÉ
ZÈ
ZÊ
ZOU
ZOÏ
ZIE
ZOÏN
ZOÈN



Figure 7a. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe. 
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Figure 7b. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe. 
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Figure 7c. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe. 
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Figure 7d. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe. 
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Figure 7e. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe. 
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Figure 7f. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe. 
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Figure 7g. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe. 
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Figure 7h. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe. 
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Figure 7i. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe. 
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Figure 7j. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe. 
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Figure 7k. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe. 
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Figure 7l. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe. 
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Figure 7m. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe. 
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Figure 7n. List of Loma character names in the alphabetical order they appear in a source called Loma
Koloe. 
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A
AA
AÏ
BA
BAA
BE
BÈ
BÈÈ
BEN
BHA
BHAN
BHÖ
BHOI
BHU
BHWA
BI
BIN
BO
BHAE
BHAI
BHE
BHÈ
BHI
BHO
BÖ
BÖÖ
BU
BWE
DA
DE
DÈ
DË
DO
DÖ
DU
DHA
DHE
DHI
DHÈ
DHO
DHU
DHIN
DUO
DI
DYUN
DHON

E
È
ÈÈ
FA
FAA
FAN
FAI
FOIN
FU
FUN
FUIN
FE
FÈ
FI
FO
FÖ
FÖN
GA
GE
GË
GEI
GEN
GÈ
GI
GO
GÖ
GHA
GHE
GHÈ
GHI
GBA
GBE
GBÈ
GBI
GBO
GBÖ
GBUN
GU
GUI
HA
HO
HÖ
HUO
I
KA
KAE

KAA
KAI
KAN
KË
KE
KÈ
KEN
KO
KÖ
KOIN
KOI
KU
KUI
KOW
KOÈN
KPA
KPAA
KPAI
KPE
KPE2?
KPÈ
KPÈN
KPI
KPOI
KPÖ
KPOI
KPOE
KPAN
KPÖÈ
KI
KPU
LA
LAI
LE
LËI
LÈ
LEA
LI
LU
LWI
LO
LÖ
LOI
LOE
LUO
MA

ME
MÈ
MEI
MI
MO
MÖ
MOIN
MÖN
MU
MU2?
MUU
NA
NAA
NAA2?
NËN
NE
NÈ
NÈÈ
NI
NHA
NHE
NHEI
NHEN
NHI
NHO
NHÖ
NO
NÖ
NÖN
NHU
NYA
NYEN
NYÈ
NYI
NYÖ
Ö
PA
PE
PË
PÈ
PÈÈ
PI
PO
PÖ
PÖÖ
POI

PU
PAA
PÖEN
SA
SAA
SE
SË
SÈ
SEI
SEN
SIN
SI
SO
SÖ
SÖÖ
SU
SUO
SUO2?
SÖN
TA
TE
TÈ
TI
TO
TÖ
TÖN
TU
U
UN
VA
VE
VÈ
VHA
VHAI
VHE
VHÈ
VAIN
VHI
VHU
VHO
VI
VO
VÖ
VOIN
VU
WA

WAA
WAN
WE
WÈ
WÈ2?
WÈN
WËI
WI
WO
WÖN
WOIN
WÖ
WOE
WU
WUO
WOI
YA
YE
YÈ
YÈ2?
YEN
YO
YË
YAE
YÖ
YI
YU
YU2?
ZA
ZAA
ZE
ZÈ
ZEN
ZI
ZO
ZÖ
ZÖ2?
ZOIN
ZOÈN
ZU
ZUO
ZUO2?
ZON
ZIE



Figure 8a. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source by Justin Koivogui. 
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Figure 8b. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source by Justin Koivogui. 
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Figure 8c. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source by Justin Koivogui. 
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Figure 8d. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source by Justin Koivogui. 
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Figure 8e. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source by Justin Koivogui. 
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Figure 8f. List of Loma character names in the alphabetical order they appear in a source by Justin
Koivogui.  
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A
AÏ
BÂ
BE
BÈ
BÉ

BEN
BO
BI
BA
BÖ
BU

BHA
BHÈ
BHÉ
BHI
BHÖ
BHO
BHOÏ
BHÖÈ
BHU

BHOU
DA
DÉ
DO
DÈ
DI
DÔ
DÖ
DU
DJI

DOU
DJON
DJUN
DÖN

É
È

FA
FAA
FO
FE

FOU
FÈ
FÔ

FOUI
FÖ

FOUIN
FI

FU
FÉ

FOIN
GA
GÉ
GË
GE
GEÏ
GEN
GÈ

GNA
GI
GÖ
GOÏ
GU

GOU
GHA
GHE
GHI

GHIN
GBA
GBE
GBÈ
GBI
GBO
GBÖ
GBU
HO

I
Ï

JU
KÂ
KA

KAOU
KÉ
KÊ

KAE
KË
KÈI
KI
KÈ
KO
KÖ
KOI
KOÏ
KOU
KOUI
KPA

KPAE
KPAI
KPE
KPÈ
KPI
LA
LÉ

LÉA
LEI
LÈ
LÔ
LÖ
LO

LOU
LU
LI

LWE
LWI
LWO
LÖI

LÖIN
MA
ME
MEI
MÈ
MI
MÖ
MO
MOI
MU
MAÏ
MOU
MOÏ
NA
NË
NÈ
NÂ
NÊ
NÖ
NI
NO
NU

NOU
NHA

NHEN
NYA
NYEI
NYÉ

NE
NYI
NYÖ
NOUI

O
OUN

Ö
PA
PE
PË
PÈ
PI
PO
PÖ
POÏ
POU
POUI

PU
PÂ
SA
SE
SÈ
SEI
SI
SO
SÖ
SU

SWO
SOU
SEIN
TA
TEÏ
TÉ
TÈ
TO
TÖ
TI
TII
TU

TWI
TYE
TOU
VÖ
VA
VE

VHO
VÔ
VO

VHA
VHÉ
VHÈ
VÊ
VI

VHAÏ
VHI

VOIN
VAÏN
WA
WU
WÈ
WOÏ
WÈN
WEÏ
WI

WAN
WO

WOUN
WÖ
WOI
WOU
WE

WON
YÂ
YA
YÖ
YË
YE
YÈ
YÔ
YU

YUO
YO
YË2
ZÂ
ZA
ZE
ZÈ
ZÔ

ZOU
ZI

ZUN
ZÖ

ZOUI
ZOÏ
ZEN
ZIE

ZO
ZWO
ZEÏ

ZOÏN
ZU



Figure 9a. Modern table of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009. 
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Figure 9b. Modern table of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009. 
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Figure 9c. Modern table of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009. 
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Figure 9d. Modern table of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009. 
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Figure 9e. Modern table of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009. 
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Figure 9f. Modern table of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009. 
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Figure 9g. List of Loma character names in the alphabetical order they appear in a document by Balla
Traoire, June 2009. 
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A
AÏ
BA
BÂ
BE
BÈ
BÉ

BEN
BO 
BI 
BÖ
BU

BHA
BHÈ
BHÉ
BHI
BHÖ
BHO
BHOÏ
BHÖÈ
BHIU
BHU
DA
DÉ
DO
DÈ
DI
DÔ
DÖ
DU

DJI/DJE
DOU
DJON
DJUN
DÖN

É
È

FA
FAA
FO
FE
FÈ
FÔ

FOU
FOUI

FÖ
FOUIN

FI

FU
FÉ

FOIN
GA
GÉ
GË
GE

GOÉ
GEÏ
GEN
GÈ

GNA
GNO

GI
GÖ/GO

GOÏ
GU

GOU
GHA
GHE
GHI

GHIN
GBA
GBE
GBÈ
GBI
GBO
GBÖ
GBU
GON
GOUI
GNI
HA
HO
HÈ
I
Ï

JU
KA
KÂ

KAOU
KÉ
KÊ

KAE
KË
KEI
KI
KÈ

KO
KÖ
KOÏ
KOU
KOUI
KPA

KPAE
KPAI
KPE
KPÈ
KPI
KOI
KPO
KPU
KPÖ

KPAE
KWE

KWEN
KWI
KPÈ
KUI
LA
LÉ

LEA
LEI
LÈ
LÔ
LÖ
LO

LOU
LU
LI

LWE
LWI
LW)
LÖI

LÖIN
MA
ME
MEI
MÈ
MI
MÖ
MO
MOI
MU
MAÏ
MOU

MOA
NA
NË
NÈ
NÂ
NÊ
NÖ
NI
NO
NU

NOU\
NHA

NHEN
NYA
NYEI
NYÉ
NE
NYI
NYÖ
NOUI

O
OUN

Ö
PA
PE
PË
PÈ
PI
PO
PÖ
POI
POU
POUI

PU
PÂ
SA
SE
SÈ
SEÏ
SI
SO
SÖ
SU

SWO
SOU
SEIN
TEÏ
TÉ

TÈ
TO
TÖ
TI
TII
TU

TWI
TYE
TOU
VÖ
VA
VE

VHE
VÔ
VO

VHA
VHÉ
VHÈ
VHÉ2

VÊ
VI

VHAÏ
VHI

VAIN
VAÏN
WA
WU
WÈ
WOÏ
WÈN
WEÏ
WI

WAN
WO

WOUN
WÖ
WOI
WE

WON
YÂ
YA
YÖ
YË
YE
YÈ
YÔ
YU

YUO

YO
YË
ZÂ
ZA
ZE
ZÈ
ZÔ

ZOU
ZI

ZUN
ZÖ

ZOUI
ZOÏ
ZEN
ZIE
ZE

ZWE
ZEÏ

ZOIN
ZU



Figure 10a. Modern example of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009. 
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Figure 10b. Modern example of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009. 
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Figure 10c. Modern example of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009. 

46



Figure 10d. Modern example of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009. 
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Figure 10e. Modern example of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009. 
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Figure 10f. Modern example of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009. 
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Figure 10g. Modern example of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009. 
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Figure 10h. Modern example of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009. 
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