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1. Update. Loma was introduced back in 2010, but it has taken some time to make contact and work with
the user community. There are people actively using Loma today —but it is as yet uncertain what the
relation of their work is with the analyses made by David Dalby in 1967, which owed much to the
descriptions made by Theodore Monod and Joseph Joffre, both in 1943.

Essentially there are two issues: one, the glyph shapes, which show variation in 1943-1967, but which
differ in many particulars in images available today. The other issue is the repertoire, both in terms of
identification of the vocalic and consonantal readings of the characters, and in terms of the completeness
of the syllabic matrix.

Research continues, but there are serious needs to be met. We really need is an authoritative and complete
modern description of the writing system and how it is applied to the syllables of Loma. Are there
standard spellings? Books for children? We need to know whether Joffre and Monod’s texts are accurate,
as Dalby’s are based on those. We need to understand the glyph structure (ductus and form) of the
modern script, and map it, if not to Dalby or Joffre or Monod’s charts, to original early documents (dating
to the 1930s and 1940s), if these can be transcribed into Loma Latin text and translated. We need to know
the size of the corpus, at least better than we do now. We need to know if we need to support older forms
of the syllabary, or if the modern form in use is sufficient.

This document updates the previous document by adding in additional tables of characters from modern
use. It also presents a plain-text listing of the characters in the three sources which we have, in the Latin
transcription used in those sources (Figures 6, 7, and 8). Those Latin transcriptions differ in various ways,
and the relationship between those transcriptions and either the IPA or modern Latin orthographic
standards in Guinea remains to be worked out. More expert input is required. Fonts are also required.

2. Acknowledgements. This project was made possible in part by a grant from the U.S. National
Endowment for the Humanities, which funded the Universal Scripts Project (part of the Script Encoding
Initiative at UC Berkeley) in respect of the Loma encoding. Any views, findings, conclusions or
recommendations expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect those of the National
Endowment of the Humanities.
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Table III' The Loma Syllabary
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Figure 3. Table of Loma syllables from Dalby 1967.




No. 85] MAN [September-October, 1943.

a b rbavwc WA Trbe ke L Kebe c=
bo F yava vaur, wa rbo o i il ¥ d +bot
bai & %+ *he & WY +°be wrtl thertl #2hi 2+
de ¢, 00 +de L +do L +*do I £+du IC
dyup T+e d+fach,& 1 faaN fel=,
geo—:—‘ge_po—'*gé"g"',"‘af,q%,@r-*gﬁ\_ﬁ
gba Y{+gbé c—+gbe F2 +gbL T +gbb ¢! ¢! Cic:
W, N +K3 W - +Kae %° @ +Ke € = & +Ke
Ku ++ #t +Kwe vo o~ "Kwe_p s +kwid *la @+
lo % +lu FC +|we llo+lwi €3 +|lwo &= +ma ¥m
mo OHo oHo +mo r +moi Yy mu ¥, AR +miL
niG,&+no — +hw V" *hga M +hgeh 35 *hgo
L0 e >z 2 *RoRF 00 %
no I Fepu B To-ta # ‘tef+te w,w -
WA Arunparsa P esa L ress €8,
s05+s0S &2, +sb _l.},P *SW T8 +swo ¥
Vo f{«‘,f&(?%vo@,@,@wa an, o, B+
wo X+wo £ ¥, +woi & +°>wa £ +ya Y
YO A YU WA A2 1 Za V] tZe OWe AP
Zie [ +20 ¥ needirzo C+2on YV +ZU @+

Fie. 1.—ToMA ALPHABET : CONTINUED IN FIG. 2 ON OPPOSITE PAGE.

[ 108 ]

Figure 4a. Table of Loma syllables from Monod 1943.
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Figure 4b. Table of Loma syllables from Monod 1943.
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Figure 5b. Table of Loma syllables from Joffre 1943.
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Figure Sc. Table of Loma syllables from Joffre 1943.
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Figure 6a. Modern table of Loma text, from an undated document called “Alphabet Toma Macenta’.
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Figure 6b. Modern table of Loma text, from an undated document called “Alphabet Toma Macenta”
by Foromo Guilavogui of Guinea.
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Figure 6¢. Modern table of Loma text, from an undated document called “Alphabet Toma Macenta”
by Foromo Guilavogui of Guinea.
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Figure 6d. Modern table of Loma text, from an undated document called “Alphabet Toma Macenta”
by Foromo Guilavogui of Guinea.
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Figure 6e. Modern table of Loma text, from an undated document called “Alphabet Toma Macenta”
by Foromo Guilavogui of Guinea.
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Figure 6f. List of Loma character names in the alphabetical order they apper in an undated document
called “Alphabet Toma Macenta” by Foromo Guilavogui of Guinea.
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Figure 7a. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe.
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Figure 7b. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe.
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Figure 7c. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe.
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Figure 7d. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe.
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Figure 7e. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe.

21



W P W i i i iy iy By By By B % = =

Figure 7f. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe.
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Figure 7g. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe.
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Figure 7h. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe.
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Figure 7i. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe.
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Figure 7j. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe.
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Figure 7k. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe.
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Figure 71. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe.
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Figure 7m. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source called Loma Koloe.

29



AA
Al
BA
BAA
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BHU
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Figure 7n. List of Loma character names in the alphabetical order they appear in a source called Loma

Koloe.
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Figure 8a. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source by Justin Koivogui.
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Figure 8b. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source by Justin Koivogui.
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Figure 8c. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source by Justin Koivogui.
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Figure 8d. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source by Justin Koivogui.
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Figure 8e. Modern table of Loma characters, from a source by Justin Koivogui.
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Al
BA
BE
BE
BE
BEN
BO
BI
BA
BO
BU
BHA
BHE
BHE
BHI
BHO
BHO
BHOI
BHOE
BHU
BHOU
DA
DE
DO
DE
DI
DO
DO
DU
DJI
DOU
DJON
DJUN
DON
E
E
FA
FAA
FO
FE
FOU
FE
FO
FOUI
FO
FOUIN
FI

Figure 8f. List of Loma character names in the alphabetical order they appear in a source by Justin

FU
FE
FOIN
GA
GE
GE
GE
GEI
GEN
GE
GNA
GI
GO
GOI
GU
GOU
GHA
GHE
GHI
GHIN
GBA
GBE
GBE
GBI
GBO
GBO
GBU
HO

JU
KA
KA

KAOU
KE
KE

KAE
KE
KEI
KI
KE
KO
KO
KOI
KOI
KOU
KOUI
KPA

KPAE
KPAI
KPE
KPE

KPI
LA
LE
LEA
LEI
LE
LO
LO
LO
LOU
LU
LI
LWE
LWI
LWO
LOI
LOIN
MA
ME
MEI
ME
MI
MO
MO
MOI
MU
MAI

MOU

MOI
NA
NE
NE
NA
NE
NO
NI
NO
NU
NOU
NHA

NHEN
NYA
NYEI
NYE

Koivogui.

NE
NYI
NYO

NOUI

OUN

PA
PE
PE
PE
PI
PO
PO
POI
POU
POUI
PU
PA
SA
SE
SE
SEI
SI
SO
SO
SU
SWO
SouU
SEIN
TA
TEQ
TE
TE
TO
TO
TI
TII
TU
TWI
TYE
TOU
vO
VA
VE
VHO
vO
VO

VHA
VHE
VHE
VE
VI
VHAI
VHI
VOIN
VAIN
WA
WU
WE
WOI
WEN
WEI
WI
WAN
WO
WOUN
WO
WOI
WOuU
WE
WON
YA
YA
YO
YE
YE
YE
YO
YU
YUO
YO
YE2
ZA
ZA
ZE
ZE
70
ZOU
ZI
ZUN
Z0
ZOUI
701
ZEN

ZIE

Z0
ZWO
ZEI
ZOIN
ZU
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Figure 9a. Modern table of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009.
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Figure 9b. Modern table of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009.
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Figure 9c. Modern table of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009.
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Figure 9d. Modern table of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009.
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Figure 9e. Modern table of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009.
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Figure 9f. Modern table of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009.
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Al
BA
BA
BE
BE
BE
BEN
BO
BI
BO
BU
BHA
BHE
BHE
BHI
BHO
BHO
BHOI
BHOE
BHIU
BHU
DA
DE
DO
DE
DI
DO
DO
DU
DJI/DJE
DOU
DJON
DJUN
DON
E
E
FA
FAA
FO
FE
FE
FO
FOU
FOUI
FO
FOUIN
FI

Figure 9g. List of Loma character names in the alphabetical order they appear in a document by Balla

FU
FE
FOIN
GA
GE
GE
GE
GOE
GEI
GEN
GE
GNA
GNO
GI
GO/GO
GOI
GU
GOU
GHA
GHE
GHI
GHIN
GBA
GBE
GBE
GBI
GBO
GBO
GBU
GON
GOUI
GNI
HA
HO
HE

JU
KA
KA

KAOU
KE
KE

KAE
KE
KEI
KI

KE

KO
KO
KOI
KOU
KOUI
KPA
KPAE
KPAI
KPE
KPE
KPI
KOI
KPO
KPU
KPO
KPAE
KWE
KWEN
KWI
KPE
KUI
LA
LE
LEA
LEI
LE
LO
LO
LO
LOU
LU
LI
LWE
LWI
LW)
LOI
LOIN
MA
ME
MEI
ME
MI
MO
MO
MOI
MU
MAI
MOU

MOA
NA
NE
NE
NA
NE
NO
NI
NO
NU
NOU\
NHA
NHEN
NYA
NYEI
NYE
NE
NYI
NYO
NOUI

OUN

PA
PE
PE
PE
PI
PO
PO
POI
POU
POUI
PU
PA
SA
SE
SE
SEI
SI
SO
SO
SU
SWO
SouU
SEIN
TEQ
TE

Traoire, June 2009.

TE
TO
TO
TI
TII
TU
TWI
TYE
TOU
vO
VA
VE
VHE
vO
VO
VHA
VHE
VHE
VHE2
VE
VI
VHAI
VHI
VAIN
VAIN
WA
WU
WE
WOI
WEN
WEI
WI
WAN
WO
WOUN
WO
WOI
WE
WON
YA
YA
YO
YE
YE
YE
YO
YU
YUO

YO
YE
ZA
ZA
ZE
ZE
70
ZOU
ZI
ZUN
70
ZOUI
ZOIl
ZEN
ZIE
ZE
ZWE
ZEI
ZOIN
ZU



Figure 10a. Modern example of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009.

44



Figure 10b. Modern example of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009.
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Figure 10c. Modern example of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009.
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Wit nae P

Figure 10d. Modern example of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009.
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Figure 10e. Modern example of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009.
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Figure 10f. Modern example of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009.
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Figure 10g. Modern example of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009.
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Figure 10h. Modern example of Loma text, from a document by Balla Traoire, June 2009.
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