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Please refer to WG2/N4853 for Shuowen Seal Ad Hock Meeting(28-29™ Aug, 2017)
Resolutions. There are two parts remained to be processed:

1.

Q2: How should duplicate glyphs be handled in a standard encoding?
There is agreement to define “duplicate” with a typology, using terms such
as (A) “exact duplicate”, (B) “possible duplicate”, and (C) “non-duplicate”.
There is agreement to handle items (A) and (B) using a V'S scheme to be
determined. Items in (C) would not be suitable for unification.
There is agreement to create tables to document the decisions made with
respect to the handling of specific duplicates.
Q3: Compatibility with existing reference and research implementations.
There is agreement that EE{Ef 4~ may serve as  “baseline” |, for the
determination of the repertory (the number of rows / code points), and for
production of a single-column chart in &R A4S glyph style.
There is agreement to create multi-column charts (for reference in
ISO/IEC JTC1/SC2/WG2 N4853 developing the Shuowen Seal encoding
methodology, repertory, and property data), including columns representing the
glyphs of specific important editions of Shuowen. The multi-column chart data
will include at minimum BE{E#AS and [ E G4 columns (glyphs and
mappings), but may also include data for additional columns as available.
There is agreement that issues related to #£:% (taboo character

deformation / glyph substitution) will be addressed in conjunction with



multicolumn chart development (perhaps by means of a VS scheme).

Details of the encoding methodology, script documentation, character

repertory, character properties (print sources, radical assignment, collation, etc),
and specific code-chart form will be determined as the result of the above
process, and a consensus proposal for the encoding of a new Shuowen Seal block
will be submitted to WG2.

After discussion and verification by our experts, according to the basic principle of
the recognition of small seal glyphs, in addition to the character sets that have been
previously identified as non-duplicate ones, it has been confirmed that there are 15
sets of “exact duplicate” in the duplicate of the Tenghuaxie version, which are only
necessary to be encoded one code point, and six sets of “possible duplicate”. In order
to retain the integrity of small seal glyph system, they need to be individually encoded.
There are eight taboo character deformations; other Shuowen versions will be used as
references to restore the glyphs. The detailed description is as follows.

1. Duplicate
WG2N4853's Q2 clearly defines the three categories of the “duplicate” of the
Tenghuaxie version: exact duplicates, possible duplicates, and non-duplicates.
Among them, non-duplicate is treated as different character; it will be encoded
separately. The other two categories are as follows:

A. Exact duplicate, a total of 15 sets (see the table below). These duplicate
sets are merely different in line shape and length, and they have no influence
on glyph structure. It has been confirmed only one code point will be
encoded.
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B. Possible duplicate, a total of 6 sets (see the table below). These duplicate
character sets have slight differences in line number, line type and
component position, including style difference in Guwen or Zhouwen etc.
Considering that Shuowen is not only a dictionary but also a comprehensive
sorting and build-up of the small seal glyph system; therefore, even if glyphs
that have only subtle differences are worth keeping, and they should be
encoded individually. The Zhouwen (Chin characters in the Warring States
Period) and Gowen (the Six Kingdoms characters in the Warring States
Period) collected in the duplicates in Shuowen are valid supplements to the
small seal glyph system, they should be preserved as well and be encoded
respectively.
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2. Taboo character deformation

According to expert verification, there are currently 8 taboo character
deformations in the Tenghuaxie version, which are presented in two ways, namely
changing the character (e.g., number 00023) or omitting the strokes (e.g., number
00140, etc.). The other edition glyph will be used as references to restore the
original glyph of the taboo character deformations of the Tenghuaxie version and
encoded them as well.
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Suggestions from experts and scholars are welcome. TCA and China will use this
document and the feedback to make amendments to the Shuowen small seal list.

Experts of the working group

China: F2£(Wang Ning), 178 (Wang Liun), FREBH(Wang Xiaoming), &F{Ef:
(Hu Jiajia) , [H#L:(Chen Zhuang)
TCA: Z=Z&(Xian Li), ZfHEH-(Hsiu-sheng Chi), #FE2(~(Xue-jen Hsu), FREEZE
(Chien-hua), #fibkHE(Lin-mei Wei), 4 =F5(Yen-ling, Tseng)
Organization: Chinese Foundation for Digitization Technology, China Electronics

Standardization Institute
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3. Q2: How should duplicate glyphs be handled in a standard encoding?
There is agreement to define “duplicate” with a typology, using terms such
as (A) “exact duplicate”, (B) “possible duplicate”, and (C) “non-duplicate”.
There is agreement to handle items (A) and (B) using a VS scheme to be
determined. Items in (C) would not be suitable for unification.
There is agreement to create tables to document the decisions made with
respect to the handling of specific duplicates.
4.  Q3: Compatibility with existing reference and research implementations.

« There is agreement that EE{Cf A may serve as “baseline” , for the
determination of the repertory (the number of rows / code points), and for
production of a single-column chart in FEfEH A4S glyph style.

« There is agreement to create multi-column charts (for reference in
ISO/IEC JTC1/SC2/WG2 N4853 developing the Shuowen Seal encoding
methodology, repertory, and property data), including columns representing the
glyphs of specific important editions of Shuowen. The multi-column chart data
will include at minimum BE{E#AS and [ E 4% columns (glyphs and
mappings), but may also include data for additional columns as available.

- There is agreement that issues related to ##:& (taboo character
deformation / glyph substitution) will be addressed in conjunction with
multicolumn chart development (perhaps by means of a VS scheme).

- Details of the encoding methodology, script documentation, character
repertory, character properties (print sources, radical assignment, collation, etc),
and specific code-chart form will be determined as the result of the above
process, and a consensus proposal for the encoding of a new Shuowen Seal block
will be submitted to WG2.
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