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Tai Dam/ Black Tai Tai Xaau/ White Tai



The Tai Xaau script is an Abugida script written by the Dai people of Yunnan Province , 
PRC, to record the Jinping dialect of the Dai language . The total population of the Dai 
people in China is over 1.32 million (2021 statistics), mainlydistributed in Yunnan Province 
and a few in SichuanProvince .

The Tai Xaau script is an Abugida script in which consonant letters behave as base units 

with inherited vowels, while vowel letters behave as additional units and cannot appear 

alone. Similar to Tai Tham and New Tai Lue, the Tai Xaau script contains two sets of 

consonant letters, constucted as oppositions of voiceless and voiced consonants in Proto–

Tai, and expressed as higher and lower tone classes. However, unlike Tai Tham and New 

Tai Lue, the Tai Xaau script has no subjoined consonants, that is, all consonant letters 

behave identically.













Here is a comparison of the letters in Tai Xaau script and Tai Dam/Tai Viet script. Do you think 
they are the same writing system?

93.5% of the responses appear similar, but they are not the same type of text.



Do you know this kind of Tai script? Which kind of Dai script is the text in the picture?



86.3% of the respondents answered that they recognized 
this script as Tai Xaau script.



Do you know Tai Dam/Tai Viet Script ?

68 %said they did not know the word, and 26.8% said they only knew a few words.





In 1980, Students Learning TaiXaau Language





Teaching  to Learn TaiXaau Script.



Luo Wenbin, the Designer of Xiaorui Font
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