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No decline in memory there Jerry, you nailed it. There were enough responses interested in

the history that I have included part of the handbook version below. I cut it short since the

second half was about API's guidance for use of the symbol, as of 1991. Consider Jerry

Powell's message the "executive summary."

>Date: Wed, 3 Sep 1997 12:30:05 -0400 (EDT)

>From: RESRECYCLE@aol.com

>To: recycle@envirolink.org

>Subject: Re: History of the Recycling Symbol

>Message-ID: <970903122607_906991712@emout18.mail.aol.com>

>From my declining memory, this is how I recall the Mobius-loop recycling

>symbol being created. Container Corp. of America (now a part of Smurfit)

>held a contest prior to Earth Day 1970 to select a recycling symbol. The

>Mobius-loop symbol was chosen the winner and was submitted by a UC-Berkeley

>student (Gary Anderson?). Subsequently, CCA used the logo but did not

>trademark it, and it thus ended up in the public domain.

>Jerry Powell

>Resource Recycling Magazine

Please keep the section below intact, including the credits. JD

--------------------------------------------

From:

CERMA's Recycled Paper Handbook, First Edition, April 1991; Edited and Compiled by the

Editorial Staff of Recycled Paper News, Published by CERMA (The Center for Earth

Resources Management Applications, Inc.), pgs. 10 & 11

"The History of the Recycling Symbol

The familiar chasing arrows recycling symbol is everywhere these days. It's design conveys

the three integral phases of recycling: the collection, processing, and manufacture of recovered

materials into new products. A stylized outline of a tree can be seen in the center of the

symbol.

The recycling symbol was created by Container Corporation of America which, since the

1920s, has been a major producer of recycled paperboard and heavily involved in waste

paper collection.

In the late 1960s, the company identified a marketing opportunity to promote the benefits of

its products in response to the emerging environmental consciousness taking hold in America.

Contest

As a special event for the original Earth Day in 1970, Container Corporation conducted a

contest for graphic art students to design a symbol representing paper recycling. The event

was conceived by the company's manager of public relations, Anthony Marcin, who is

currently manager of investor relations for Mobil Corporation.

Over a thousand entries were submitted in the contest, which was judged at the Aspen

Institute for Humanistic Studies in Aspen, Colorado. The winning entry submitted by Gary

Anderson, an art student at the University of California at Berkeley, was modified into the

now familiar chasing arrows design by William Lloyd, Container Corporation's manager of

design, who currently heads up Lloyd Associates, a Chicago design firm.

Two Versions

Originally, two versions of the symbol were created to convey two different messages. Solid

arrows within a black circle designated that the box or container was made from recycled

paperboard. Another version, where the arrows appear in outline, meant that the box or

container was recyclable.

Container Corporation applied for registration of the symbol as a service mark, and for a

nominal fee, licensed its use to other recycled paperboard manufacturers and to related

industry associations such as the American Paper Institute (API) and the Corrugated Box

Manufacturers Association.

The symbol quickly became the centerpiece of an ongoing campaign to promote the use of

recycled paperboard. A now-defunct New York environmental group challenged the service

mark registration application on the basis that the symbol would create consumer confusion. 

Container Corporation subsequently dropped the registration application and allowed the

symbol to enter the public domain.

....................It is ironic, in hindsight, that the very problem feared from registering the symbol

- consumer confusion - is now widespread because of the diversity of the symbol's use,

appearance, and meaning............."

-------------------------------------------------
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