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Proposal to add the Cypriot Syllabary
to Unicode/l SO-1EC 10646

The Cypriot syllabary was used to write the Cypriot dialect of Greek from about 800 to 200 B.C.
It'srelated to Linear B and Cypro-Minoan. Interpretation has been aided by the fact that, asit died
out, inscriptions were carved using both the Greek a phabet and the Cypriot syllabary.

Unlike Linear B and Cypro-Minoan, the Cypriot syllabary was usually written right-to-left. Word
breaks were not indicated. Although both Linear B and the Cypriot syllabary were used to write
Greek dialects, Linear B provides for amore highly abbreviated spelling.

Structuraly, the syllabary consists of combinations of up to thirteen initial consonants (and a null
consonant) and five different vowels. Long and short vowels are not distinguished. The Cypriot
syllabary distinguishes among a different set of initialsthan Linear B; e.g., Linear B uses the same
charactersfor syllables begining with L or R, but Cypriot does not. Not all of the 70 possible
consonant-vowel combinations are represented.

Aswith Linear B, the Cypriot syllabary iswell-understood and documented.

The Cypriot syllabary is currently targeted for encoding in Plane 1.

| ssues

The main issue associated with the Cypriot syllabary iswhether or not it should be laid out on the
same phonetic grid as Linear B. A secondary issue iswhether or not it should be unified with any
of the other Aegean scripts, such as Cypro-Minoan or Linear B.

Inasmuch as ZO and GA are the only characters of their initial series, they've been put as a block
of two characters after all the other syllables. This saves a column.

This proposal does not cover Cypriot numerals.
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