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The Differences Compare with the Former Proposal

1. There are 72 characters in total in this proposal, including 35consonant
characters (001-035), 9 monophthong characters (036-044), 7 diphthong
characters (045, 046, 053-057), 6 final syllable characters (047-052), 3
compound characters (058,070,072), 2 tone symbols (059,060), 9 digital
symbeols (061-069) and 1 syllabogram (071).

2. The proposal reported last time (1994-10) and trans-reported by Michael
Everson (N1013) was a mixing set of old Dai and new Dai characters while
this proposal is only for new Dai characters.

3. 19 diphth-characters not used (082-100) are omitted in this proposal which
are included in the New Tai Lue 1999-01-13, N967. Also 10 characters could
be compounded in the last proposal are omitted in this one.

The History of the Character and Its Use

The Dai character of Xishuangbanna has history of more than 700 years since it
was created. It 1s used by about 500 thousand people in Xishuangbanna Dai
Nationality Autonomous Prefecture and Menglian County. In Laos this kind of
character was used to write scriptures. The Dai branches “Daiyun” in the north of
Thailand and “Daiheng” in Jingdong, Burma also use it, with population of no
less than 500 thousand. The Xishuangbana Dai character was reformed in 1950°s
by mainly standardizing the consonants characters, which are 42 characters all
together, with 21 consonants of high and low tone separately. A great number of
symbols upper and under the syllable rhymes were omitted. 7 final syllable
symbols were changed. The reformed Dai character was called “New Dai
Character” and this proposal is New Dai character set.
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