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A. Administrative
1. Title Proposal to encode Arabic triple dot punctuation mark
2. Requester’s name SIL International (contacts: Jonathan Kew, Peter

Constable)
3. Requester type Expert contribution
4. Submission date May 28, 2003
5. Requester’s reference
6a. Completion This is a complete proposal.
6b. More information to be provided? Only as required for clarification.

B. Technical — General
1a. New script? Name? No
1b. Addition of characters to existing block?

Name?
Yes — Arabic

2. Number of characters in proposal 1
3. Proposed category A
4. Proposed level of implementation and

rationale
1 (simple punctuation character)

5a. Character names included in proposal? Yes
5b. Character names in accordance with

guidelines?
Yes

5c. Character shapes reviewable? Yes
6a. Who will provide computerized font? Jonathan Kew, SIL International
6b. Font currently available? Yes
6c. Font format? TrueType
7a. Are references (to other character sets,

dictionaries, descriptive texts, etc.)
provided?

Yes

7b. Are published examples (such as samples
from newspapers, magazines, or other
sources) of use of proposed characters
attached?

Yes

8. Does the proposal address other aspects of
character data processing?

Yes, suggested character properties are included.
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C. Technical — Justification
1. Has this proposal for addition of

character(s) been submitted before?
No

2a. Has contact been made to members of the
user community?

No

2b. With whom? N/A
3. Information on the user community for the

proposed characters is included?
Yes

4. The context of use for the proposed
characters

Encoding older Arabic-script documents in African
languages.

5. Are the proposed characters in current use
by the user community?

Current use unclear; found frequently in older
documents.

6a. Must the proposed characters be entirely in
the BMP?

Preferably

6b. Rationale? Closely associated with Arabic script.
7. Should the proposed characters be kept

together in a contiguous range?
N/A

8a. Can any of the proposed characters be
considered a presentation form of an
existing character or character sequence?

No

8b. Rationale for inclusion? N/A
9a. Can any of the proposed characters be

considered to be similar (in appearance or
function) to an existing character?

Appearance somewhat similar to U+2234 THEREFORE

9b. Rationale for inclusion? Script-specific punctuation character, not a
mathematical operator; properties differ.

10. Does the proposal include the use of
combining characters and/or use of
composite sequences?

No

11. Does the proposal contain characters with
any special properties?

No

D. SC2/WG2 Administrative
To be completed by SC2/WG2
1. Relevant SC2/WG2 document numbers
2. Status (list of meeting number and

corresponding action or disposition)
3. Additional contact to user communities,

liaison organizations, etc.
4. Assigned category and assigned

priority/time frame
Other comments
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I. Proposal
Traditional orthographic practice when writing African languages such as Hausa, Wolof, Fulani,

Mandinka, etc., in Arabic script includes the use of a characteristic punctuation mark as a “stop”. This mark
consists of three dots in a triangle, similar to the pattern of dots found on the Arabic letters THEH and SHEEN,
but used independently as a punctuation mark.

Although there is some suggestion that this mark is falling out of favor, with present-day writers tending
to use more Latin-like punctuation, its widespread use in older texts appears to justify its encoding.

The following character is therefore proposed for addition to the UCS, with a suggested code value of
U+0620:

Glyph USV Character name GenCat CombClass BidiType

! 0620 ARABIC TRIPLE DOT PUNCTUATION MARK Po 0 AL

The character properties proposed here are analogous to those of other Arabic-script punctuation marks
such as U+061B and U+06D4.

This character should be treated similarly to the other punctuation marks in collation; it is suggested that
it be given a primary weight such that it sorts after U+06D4 ARABIC FULL STOP by default, although this is a
rather arbitrary choice. The collation weight can of course be tailored as needed if a different behavior is
desired in any particular language.

II. References
Addis, R. T. 1963. A study on the writing of Mandinka in Arabic script. [SOAS library, London: call # LY Mandingo

A/574203]

Piłaszewicz, Stanisław. 1992. The Zabarma conquest of north-west Ghana and Upper Volta: A Hausa narrative
“Histories of Samory and Babatu and others” by Mallam Abu. Warsaw: PWN—Polish Scientific Publishers.

Taylor, F. W. 1929. Fulani-Hausa readings in the native scripts: With transliterations and translations. Oxford: OUP.
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Appendix: Examples

Addis (1963), page 13.
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Piłaszewicz (1992), page 168. Many examples of the proposed character.
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Taylor (1929), page 33.
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Taylor (1929), page 51.
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