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This document provides some background on the use of the symbols for electrical earth and fuse 
proposed for encoding in the US comments on 10646:2003/Amd 1 (SC2/WG2 N2757R) and in 
L2/04-161.

A description of the concepts of electrical ground can be found at http://www.ee.upenn.edu/rca/
instruments/misctutorials/Ground/grd.html. Roughly, the proposed EARTH GROUND symbol 
represents an electrical connection to the earth.

Both symbols are commonly used circuit diagrams, but more importantly for our purposes, they 
also appear in safety instructions:

●     here is a fragment of a user manual for electrical equipment which lists symbols 
presumably found on the equipment itself (page 6 of http://www.lakeshore.com/temp/
cus/102_Manual.pdf):

L2/04-240
Page 1 of 3

http://www.ee.upenn.edu/rca/instruments/misctutorials/Ground/grd.html
http://www.ee.upenn.edu/rca/instruments/misctutorials/Ground/grd.html
http://www.lakeshore.com/temp/cus/102_Manual.pdf
http://www.lakeshore.com/temp/cus/102_Manual.pdf


 
●     here is a fragment of a user manual for a television set with shows the EARTH GROUND 

inline with text (page 2 of http://www.jvc.co.uk/files/instruction_manual/lct1440-001a-u-
en.pdf):

 
●     here is another similar fragment from another user manual (page 3 or http://www.tascam.

de/fr/docs/CD-RW750_Manuel.pdf):

 
●     here is an example for the fuse symbol (French “fusible” = fuse), from yet another user 

manual (page 10 of http://apps.gemedicalsystems.com/LunarDistributors/files/insight/
manual/insight_opmanc_french.pdf).
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