
Epigraphical Greek Letters: Request for preliminary opinion.

I wish to advise the UTC that I have discovered evidence in publications on Greek
epigraphy of the following distinct letters used in local ancient forms of the Greek
alphabet, which would be candidates for inclusion in the UCS. I will be preparing a formal
proposal in the next fortnight, containing the arguments for and against encoding them;
there are considerable arguments against in all cases, but the characters should be
considered now in order to finalise the Greek script alphabetic repertoire.
The characters in question, with scans of representative contemporary usage, are:
1. GREEK LETTER SMALL ARCHAIC SAMPI, GREEK LETTER CAPITAL ARCHAIC SAMPI;
regionally restricted to Ionia (cities in South-Eastern Asia Minor), 5th century BC,
tentatively identified with GREEK LETTER SAMPI. Possibily borrowed from Carian script.

2. GREEK LETTER SMALL TSAN, GREEK LETTER CAPITAL TSAN; restricted to a single
inscription from Mantinea in Arcadia. Significant in Greek historical linguistics because it
represents the evolution *kʷ > ts / _{e,i}, a “missing link” in the standard evolution *kʷ > ss,
tt / _{e,i}. Usually not published as distinct letter, but as sigma with line underneath. May
be conflated with GREEK LETTER SAN, although identification is tentative.
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3. GREEK LETTER SMALL CORINTHIAN EI, GREEK LETTER CAPITAL CORINTHIAN EI;
regionally restricted to Corinth, its colony Corcyra, and the area around Corinth.
Corresponds to Standard Greek digraph ει; motivation for keeping it a single character
would be epigraphical insistance on letter-to-letter correspondence between inscription
and transcription, and this has not consistently been adhered to. Added problem is that
glyph is identical to GREEK LETTER CAPITAL EPSILON.
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