Epigraphical Greek Letters: Request for preliminary opinion.
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I wish to advise the UTC that I have discovered evidence in publications on Greek
epigraphy of the following distinct letters used in local ancient forms of the Greek
alphabet, which would be candidates for inclusion in the UCS. I will be preparing a formal
proposal in the next fortnight, containing the arguments for and against encoding them;
there are considerable arguments against in all cases, but the characters should be

considered now in order to finalise the Greek script alphabetic repertoire.

The characters in question, with scans of representative contemporary usage, are:

1. GREEK LETTER SMALL ARCHAIC SAMPI, GREEK LETTER CAPITAL ARCHAIC SAMPI;
regionally restricted to Ionia (cities in South-Eastern Asia Minor), 5th century BC,
tentatively identified with GREEK LETTER SAMPI. Possibily borrowed from Carian script.
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2. GREEK LETTER SMALL TSAN, GREEK LETTER CAPITAL TSAN; restricted to a single
inscription from Mantinea in Arcadia. Significant in Greek historical linguistics because it
represents the evolution *k* > ts / _{e,i}, a “missing link” in the standard evolution *k* > ss,
tt / _{e,i}. Usually not published as distinct letter, but as sigma with line underneath. May

be conflated with GREEK LETTER SAN, although identification is tentative.
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The voiceless aspirate /tS/ existed as a phoneme in some

dialects. Our evidence comes mainly from certain Arcadian
and Central Cretan spellings. /tS/ could be spelled in
Arcadian with a special letter Mas inMo:- /t5is/ 'who' (=

t¢5), oMleor /otSeol/ 'to whomever' (cf. Homeric 8teg), or +
a diagraph 77 (as in vZetoanatial /tSetra-/ 'fourhundred':
zT (as in rrepauov, probably cognate with zeuid "upper gar-
ment'), or with Z as in ozuc /otSis/ 'whoever' (cf. Homer:
tuz). On the interpretation of Cretan ocou see p.l117, n.

3. GREEK LETTER SMALL CORINTHIAN EI, GREEK LETTER CAPITAL CORINTHIAN EI;
regionally restricted to Corinth, its colony Corcyra, and the area around Corinth.
Corresponds to Standard Greek digraph e1; motivation for keeping it a single character
would be epigraphical insistance on letter-to-letter correspondence between inscription
and transcription, and this has not consistently been adhered to. Added problem is that
glyph is identical to GREEK LETTER CAPITAL EPSILON.

3. a) Das korinthische Alphabet hat zwei Zeichen fiir
den e-Laut: B B (oder auch X) ist = € und urgriech. n;
E bezeichnet den echten Diphthongen et und den aus Er-
satzdehnung oder Kontraktion entstandenen é-Laut (att. €1),
z. B. avBYBke = avédnke, uBYév (IG 1607, Kleonae), aber
TTotEdAvt = TTooewdwvi, "ApyEog = "Apyeiog mit echtem
€, Eui = eiui mit Dehnungsvokal, KAEtdhag mit Kon-
traktionsvokal (IG IV 415). Der Géttername “Poseidon’
ist auf den Aufschriften der Tonscherben IG IV 210—345
nach Bechtel II 214 31mal mit E, 5mal mit B, aber
nur 7mal mit B€ und 1mal mit E€ geschrieben, Auch
beim Dehnungs-¢ sind Ausnahmen selten, z.B.[¢0|ayyBZhag
IG IV 212, Jedenfalls waren der echte Diphthong e und
das Dehnungs-¢ in einen geschlossenen Vokal & zusammen-
gefallen; auf die nicht-diphthongische Aussprache des E (¢1)
weist auch die Schreibung ’ASavaEa = ’ASavaio neben
ABBOV = Aidwv. Auf Korkyra wird zwar das Zeichen B
fiir € und n verwendet (dvBOBke = dvédnke), aber das
Dehnungs-¢ und der Diphthong stets mit B + 1 geschrieben
(BE€ui = efui, émoier; in Kleonae Eluev).? E fiir e ist auch
fitr die Kolonien Poteidaia (TTotEda[1dtag]| Syll.? 152) und
Leukas (®oxkhEdag Coll. 3179) bezeugt. Nach Annahme
des Kinheitsalphabets herrscht iberall die Schreibung et
(eluev, petéxewv, moelv); die Schreibung évexéynpov neben
ékexeipiav (M) und Ebynpida (IG IV 460) ist daher nicht
dialektecht.
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AFEvia t68e [odpa], 10v GAece mwdvrog avou|dEc].

AFEIVid 1608 [0t ua], Tov Sheoe mt|ovtog avul[dég].





