
The proposal needs minute modification otherwise it is fine. It is informed that the 
proposal for encoding of MEETEI/MEITEI script in BMP of Unicode is framed for a 
“unified Meitei Mayek” script supporting both modern Meitei and historical Meitei text. 
However we should clearly indicate the modern Meitei script (recognized by the 
Government of Manipur) from the rest as the Government of Manipur announced and 
implemented the script for the education in Manipur. 
 
Some of minor corrections in the proposal are placed hereunder. 

  

<The use of the KILLER with letter (like T ta) which have an explicit final (like x T) is 
not attested, and would not be expected because of the existence of explicit finals.> (pp.1 
of the proposal) 
The use of the KILLER with letter (like t ta) which have an explicit final (like x T) is 
not attested, and would not be expected because of the existence of explicit finals. 

 

<In other contexts, the KILLER helps to show the absence of an inherent vowel—while 
Tr may be read either kara or kra, Tr_ must be read kra.> (pp.1 of the proposal) 

In other contexts, the KILLER helps to show the absence of an inherent vowel—while kr 
may be read either kara or kra, kr_ must be read kra. 

OR 
In other contexts, the KILLER helps to show the absence of an inherent vowel—while Tr 
may be read either thara or thra, Tr_ must be read thra. 

 
Note: MEITEI MAYEK KILLER is used to indicate the cluster sounds of Meitei. Meitei 
clusters are found only in the initial position of a syllable. 

 

<Of these, only aA a, ai i, au u, ae e, aY ei, ao o, aO ou, and az an  are used in 
modern orthography).> (pp. 2 of the proposal) 

Of these, only aA a, ae e, aY ei, ao o, aO ou, and az an  are used in modern 
orthography. 

Note: ai i, and au u can be omitted from the above list as these vowels have 
independent forms:  I i, and U u. 

 

<…, which could be spelled in modern orthography sr_i jI sixh Sri Jay Sinh > 
(pp.3 of the proposal) 

…, which could be spelled in modern orthography sr_i jI siQh Sri Jay Sinh 
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<Character names. The name of the script itself has a number of different names and 
spellings: Meitei Mayek, is … … …. … … … to explore such options.> (pp.3 of the 
proposal)  
 

Meitei 
script 

Name IPA 
transcription

Gloss 

k koC /kok/ head 
s sM /sm/ hair 
l lAI /lai/ forehead 
m mix /mit/ eye 
p pA /pa/ eyelash 
n nA /na/ ear 
c ciL /cil/ mouth 
t tiL /til/ saliva 
K KO /ku/ throat 
q qO /u/ pharynx 

T TO /tu/ chest 
w wAI /wai/ navel 
y yAQ /ja/ backbone 
h huC /huk/ lower spine 
U UN /un/ skin 
I I. /i/ blood 
P PM /pm/ placenta 
a atiyA /.ti.ja/ sky 
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