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SOURCE: Richard Cook
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ACTION: For UTC and WG2 consideration
DATE: 2008-09-03
 
In discussion at SC2/WG2 # 52 (2008-04-22) experts representing China and US National Bodies 
agreed on seven points outlined in the China/US NB Consensus on N3297 (L2/08-187 == N3467), 
relating to glyph data and mappings provided in China's review of the Tangut encoding proposal, 
for subsequent Tangut code chart production. Current document submissions are as follows:

L2/08-336 Single-Column Chart (using Column G font)
L2/08-259 Multi-Column Chart (5 columns, with new Column G)

The new charts incorporate China's latest contributions, adding an entirely new Column G  to the 
previous four-column version of the Multi-Column Chart  (L2/07-144r == N3297A). This new 
column makes use of glyph data and mappings provided by Drs. 孙伯君 Sūn Bójūn (中国社会科
学院民族学与人类学研究所 Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Minorities and Humanities 
Research Institute) and 景永时  Jǐng Yǒngshí (of 宁夏社会科学院  Níngxià Academy of Social 
Sciences), refined in months of work subsequent to WG2 #52 in Redmond.

China's significant contributions make possible the beautiful new glyphs in these charts, and 
strengthen our already high confidence in the proposed repertory and mappings. China's glyphs are 
by far the best available for code chart production, and should be used in production of all future 
code charts.

The new glyph and mapping data have also been incorporated into the project Tangut databases, 
and will be available via the online look-up tool. The updated UniTangut.txt  mapping table 
(L2/07-291) and an update of Proposed Draft Unicode Technical Report #43: A User’s Guide to 
the UniTangut Database  (L2/07-290) will also be submitted for review. Consolidated Tangut 
project data is still available here:

http://linguistics.berkeley.edu/~rscook/UTC/Tangut/

Addressing concern raised in UK's recent review document (L2/08-337 == N3496): the use of 
“Tangut Variation Sequences” to address glyph-level lexical-source separation issues (evident in 
the Multi-Column Chart) was agreed to in principle in the drafting of the consensus document 
(L2/08-187 == WG2/N3467), though this was omitted from that document as being outside the 
scope of present work. A future proposal will seek clarification from UTC and WG2 regarding 
several issues related to standardization of “Tangut Variation Sequences”.
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