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Varieties of the Rañjana script (called Lañdza or Lañtsa in Tibetan) have been used to writing Sanskrit,
Tibetan, and Newari in an area ranging from Nepal to Tibet. The script is a descendent of the ancient
Brahmic script from India, and has the same basic behaviours (inherent vowel, vowel-sign modifiers,
consonant conjunct formation). There are very many texts in Rañjana. It is mostly used for printing
Hindu and Buddhist scriptures and literature in Sanskrit and Buddhist Hybrid Sanskrit used by the Newar
community. Tarthang Tulku in America recently published an edition of the entire 8,000 verse
Prajñāpāramitā in parallel Rañjana and Tibetan scripts. The Rañjana script continues to be taught in
Tibetan and Bhutanese monasteries—and books on how to write the script continue to be published.

Rañjana is also in current use for printing “high status” documents (wedding invitations, certificates, etc)
in Nepal in the Newar language and for Newar language book titles.

Since Rañjana is visually and structurally similar to the Lañtsa & Wartu scripts used for Buddhist
Sanskrit documents in Tibet (China), Bhutan, Mongolia, Nepal, Sikkim & Ladakh (India) it has been
considered would be practical to merge these two scripts (Lañtsa and Wartu) with Rañjana for encoding
purposes.

2. Structure. Rañjana is of the Brahmic type: the consonant letters contain an inherent vowel. Consonant
clusters are written with conjunct characters, and a visible vowel killer shows the deletion of the inherent
vowel when there is no conjunct. 

3. Independent vowels. The full set of Sanskrit independent vowels exist, though not all of these are
used when Rañjana is used to write Newar: 𑠀 a, 𑠁 ā, 𑠂 i, 𑠃 ī, 𑠄 u, 𑠅 ū, 𑠆 ṛ, 𑠇 ṝ, 𑠈 ḷ, 𑠉 ḹ, 𑠊 e, 𑠋 ai,
𑠌 o, and 𑠍 au. 

4. Dependent vowel signs are used in a manner similar to that employed in the Devanagari script.

Examples here show the vowel signs in conjunction with the letter 𑠎 ka and  ga. Note in particular the

diffences in glyph for -ā and -ī, which for 𑠎 ka and some other letters have short glyphs like  and ,

and which for  ga and most other letters have long gyphs like  and . A similar alternation occurs

for -e, -ai, -o, -au: the first class use a small -e element, and the second class use a long sweeping -e

element:  and . 



ka  ga  kā  gā  ki  gi  kī  gī  ku  gu  kū  gū 
kṛ  gṛ  kṝ  gṝ  kḷ  gḷ  kḹ gḹ  ke  ge  kai  gai 
ko  go  kau  gau  kaṁ  gaṁ  kaṃ  gaṃ  kaḥ  gaḥ 

5. Consonant clusters are used in a manner similar to that employed in the Devanagari script. There are

many excellent manuals available which show the conjunct glyphs deriving from these combinations, and

any font design should for a consistent style base itself on one of them. Of particular interest are a

number of voiceless consonants which are represented by consonant clusters. These are listed below. It is

expected that named-sequences for these should be added to the standard to give guidance to users in

Nepal.

 hṅa =  ha +  VIRAMA +  ṅa

 hṇa =  ha +  VIRAMA +  ṇa

 hna =  ha +  VIRAMA +  na

 hma =  ha +  VIRAMA +  ma

 hra =  ha +  VIRAMA +  ra

 hla =  ha +  VIRAMA +  la

 hwa =  ha +  VIRAMA +  wa

6. Collating order. The standard Brahmic sorting order applies to Rañjana. 

7. Character names. Consonant letter names use the typical Brahmic transliteration used in the UCS.

9. Linebreaking. Letters and digits behave as in Devanagari.

8. Digits and punctuation. A set of digits exists. Alongside a single and double danda punctuation,
Rañjana has many other signs. 

10. Unicode Character Properties. 

11800;RANJANA LETTER A;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11801;RANJANA LETTER AA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11802;RANJANA LETTER I;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11803;RANJANA LETTER II;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11804;RANJANA LETTER U;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11805;RANJANA LETTER UU;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11806;RANJANA LETTER VOCALIC R;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11807;RANJANA LETTER VOCALIC RR;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11808;RANJANA LETTER VOCALIC L;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11809;RANJANA LETTER VOCALIC LL;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1180A;RANJANA LETTER E;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1180B;RANJANA LETTER AI;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1180C;RANJANA LETTER O;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1180D;RANJANA LETTER AU;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1180E;RANJANA LETTER KA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1180F;RANJANA LETTER KHA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11810;RANJANA LETTER GA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11811;RANJANA LETTER GHA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11812;RANJANA LETTER NGA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11813;RANJANA LETTER CA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
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11814;RANJANA LETTER CHA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11815;RANJANA LETTER JA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11816;RANJANA LETTER JHA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11817;RANJANA LETTER NYA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11818;RANJANA LETTER TTA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11819;RANJANA LETTER TTHA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1181A;RANJANA LETTER DDA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1181B;RANJANA LETTER DDHA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1181C;RANJANA LETTER NNA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1181D;RANJANA LETTER TA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1181E;RANJANA LETTER THA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1181F;RANJANA LETTER DA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11820;RANJANA LETTER DHA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11821;RANJANA LETTER NA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11822;RANJANA LETTER PA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11823;RANJANA LETTER PHA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11824;RANJANA LETTER BA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11825;RANJANA LETTER BHA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11826;RANJANA LETTER MA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11827;RANJANA LETTER YA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11828;RANJANA LETTER RA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11829;RANJANA LETTER LA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1182A;RANJANA LETTER WA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1182B;RANJANA LETTER SHA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1182C;RANJANA LETTER SSA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1182D;RANJANA LETTER SA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1182E;RANJANA LETTER HA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1182F;RANJANA SIGN CANDRABINDU;Mn;230;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
11830;RANJANA SIGN ANUSVARA;Mn;230;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
11831;RANJANA SIGN VISARGA;Mc;230;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11832;RANJANA VOWEL SIGN AA;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
11833;RANJANA VOWEL SIGN I;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
11834;RANJANA VOWEL SIGN II;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
11835;RANJANA VOWEL SIGN U;Mn;220;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
11836;RANJANA VOWEL SIGN UU;Mn;220;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
11837;RANJANA VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC R;Mn;220;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
11838;RANJANA VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC RR;Mn;220;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
11839;RANJANA VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC L;Mn;220;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
1183A;RANJANA VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC LL;Mn;220;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
1183B;RANJANA VOWEL SIGN E;Mc;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1183C;RANJANA VOWEL SIGN AI;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
1183D;RANJANA VOWEL SIGN O;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
1183E;RANJANA VOWEL SIGN AU;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
1183F;RANJANA VIRAMA;Mn;9;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
11840;RANJANA DIGIT ZERO;Nd;0;L;;0;0;0;N;;;;;
11841;RANJANA DIGIT ONE;Nd;0;L;;1;1;1;N;;;;;
11842;RANJANA DIGIT TWO;Nd;0;L;;2;2;2;N;;;;;
11843;RANJANA DIGIT THREE;Nd;0;L;;3;3;3;N;;;;;
11844;RANJANA DIGIT FOUR;Nd;0;L;;4;4;4;N;;;;;
11845;RANJANA DIGIT FIVE;Nd;0;L;;5;5;5;N;;;;;
11846;RANJANA DIGIT SIX;Nd;0;L;;6;6;6;N;;;;;
11847;RANJANA DIGIT SEVEN;Nd;0;L;;7;7;7;N;;;;;
11848;RANJANA DIGIT EIGHT;Nd;0;L;;8;8;8;N;;;;;
11849;RANJANA DIGIT NINE;Nd;0;L;;9;9;9;N;;;;;
1184B;RANJANA OM;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1184E;RANJANA YIG MGO;Po;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1184C;RANJANA DANDA;Po;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1184D;RANJANA DOUBLE DANDA;Po;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1184F;RANJANA VIRAM;Po;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;

11. Bibliography.
Śhākya, Rabison. 2002. Nepal Lipi Varṇamālā = Alphabet of the Nepalese script. Patan: Motirāj Śhākya.

ISBN 99933-34-36-7
Shakyavansha, Hemraj. 1985. Nepal Lipi Saṁgraha = Nepalese Alphabets. Kathmandu: [s.n.]. 
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Figure 1. Example of conjuncts in -ya from Shakyavansha 1985.
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Figure 2. Example of conjuncts in -ra from Shakyavansha 1985.
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Figure 3. Example of conjuncts in -la from Shakyavansha 1985.
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Figure 4. Example of conjuncts in -wa from Shakyavansha 1985.
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Figure 5. Example of conjuncts in -na from Shakyavansha 1985.
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Figure 6. Example of conjuncts in -ma from Shakyavansha 1985.
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Figure 7. Example of conjuncts with initial homorganic nasals ṅ-, ñ-, ṇ-, n-, and m-, 
from Shakyavansha 1985.
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Figure 8. Example of conjuncts with initial s- from Shakyavansha 1985.
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Figure 9. Example text in Rañjana script from Shakyavansha 1985.

Figure 10. Example showing the letters ka, kha, ga, and gha with vowel signs, from Shakyavansha 1985.
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A. Administrative
1. Title
Pro po s al  fo r enco di ng  the Rañjana s cri pt i n the SMP o f the UCS
2. Requester’s name
Mi chael  Ev ers o n
3. Requester type (Member body/Liaison/Individual contribution)
Indi v i dual  co ntri buti o n.
4. Submission date
2 0 0 9 -0 5 -0 4
5. Requester’s reference (if applicable)
6. Choose one of the following:
6a. This is a complete proposal
No .
6b. More information will be provided later
Yes .

B. Technical – General
1. Choose one of the following:
1a. This proposal is for a new script (set of characters)
Yes .
1b. Proposed name of script
Rañjana.
1c. The proposal is for addition of character(s) to an existing block
No .
1d. Name of the existing block
2. Number of characters in proposal
7 9 .
3. Proposed category (A-Contemporary; B.1-Specialized (small collection); B.2-Specialized (large collection); C-Major extinct; D-
Attested extinct; E-Minor extinct; F-Archaic Hieroglyphic or Ideographic; G-Obscure or questionable usage symbols)
Categ o ry  A.
4a. Is a repertoire including character names provided?
Yes .
4b. If YES, are the names in accordance with the “character naming guidelines” in Annex L of P&P document?
Yes .
4c. Are the character shapes attached in a legible form suitable for review?
Yes .
5a.  Who will provide the appropriate computerized font (ordered preference: True Type,  or PostScript format) for publishing the
standard?
Mi chael  Ev ers o n.
5b. If available now, identify source(s) for the font (include address, e-mail,  ftp-site, etc.) and indicate the tools used:
Mi chael  Ev ers o n,  Fo ntLab.
6a. Are references (to other character sets, dictionaries, descriptive texts etc.) provided?
Yes .
6b. Are published examples of use (such as samples from newspapers, magazines, or other sources) of proposed characters attached?
Yes .
7. Does the proposal address other aspects of character data processing (if applicable) such as input, presentation, sorting, searching,
indexing, transliteration etc. (if yes please enclose information)?
Yes .
8. Submitters are invited to provide any additional information about Properties of the proposed Character(s) or Script that will assist
in correct understanding of and correct linguistic processing of the proposed character(s) or script.  Examples of such properties are:
Casing information, Numeric information, Currency information, Display behaviour information such as line breaks, widths etc. ,
Combining behaviour,  Spacing behaviour,  Directional behaviour,  Default Collation behaviour,  relevance in Mark Up contexts,
Compatibility equivalence and other Unicode normalization related information. See the Unicode standard at http://www.unicode.org
for such  informat ion  on  o ther scrip ts .  Also  see Unicode Character Database h t tp : / /www. unicode. org /Publ ic/UNIDATA/
UnicodeCharacterDatabase.html and associated Unicode Technical Reports for information needed for consideration by the Unicode
Technical Committee for inclusion in the Unicode Standard.
See abo v e.

C. Technical – Justification
1. Has this proposal for addition of character(s) been submitted before? If YES, explain.
No .
2a. Has contact been made to members of the user community (for example: National Body, user groups of the script or characters,
other experts, etc.)?
Yes .
2b. If YES, with whom?
2c. If YES, available relevant documents
3. Information on the user community for the proposed characters (for example: size, demographics, information technology use, or
publishing use) is included?
Peo pl e l i v i ng  i n Nepal ,  Indi a,  Ti bet.  Scho l ars .
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4a. The context of use for the proposed characters (type of use; common or rare)
Co mmo n.
4b. Reference
5a. Are the proposed characters in current use by the user community?
Yes .
5b. If YES, where?
In Nepal  and el s ewhere.
6a. After giving due considerations to the principles in the P&P document must the proposed characters be entirely in the BMP?
Yes .
6b. If YES, is a rationale provided?
Yes .
6c. If YES, reference
Co ntempo rary  us e and acco rdance wi th the Ro admap.
7. Should the proposed characters be kept together in a contiguous range (rather than being scattered)?
Yes .
8a. Can any of the proposed characters be considered a presentation form of an existing character or character sequence?
No .
8b. If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?
8c. If YES, reference
9a. Can any of the proposed characters be encoded using a composed character sequence of either existing characters or other proposed
characters?
No .
9b. If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?
9c. If YES, reference
10a. Can any of the proposed character(s) be considered to be similar (in appearance or function) to an existing character?
No .
10b. If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?
10c. If YES, reference
11a. Does the proposal include use of combining characters and/or use of composite sequences (see clauses 4.12 and 4.14 in ISO/IEC
10646-1: 2000)?
No .
11b. If YES, is a rationale for such use provided?
11c. If YES, reference
11d. Is a list of composite sequences and their corresponding glyph images (graphic symbols) provided?
No .  
11e. If YES, reference
12a. Does the proposal contain characters with any special properties such as control function or similar semantics?
No .
12b. If YES, describe in detail (include attachment if necessary)
13a. Does the proposal contain any Ideographic compatibility character(s)?
No .
13b. If YES, is the equivalent corresponding unified ideographic character(s) identified?
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1184FRanjana11800

11835 $𑠵 RANJANA VOWEL SIGN U

11836 $𑠶 RANJANA VOWEL SIGN UU

11837 $𑠷 RANJANA VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC R

11838 $𑠸 RANJANA VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC RR

11839 $𑠹 RANJANA VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC L

1183A $𑠺 RANJANA VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC LL

1183B $𑠻 RANJANA VOWEL SIGN E

1183C $𑠼 RANJANA VOWEL SIGN AI

1183D $𑠽 RANJANA VOWEL SIGN O

1183E $𑠾 RANJANA VOWEL SIGN AU

Various signs
1183F $𑠿 RANJANA VIRAMA

Digits
11840 𑡀 RANJANA DIGIT ZERO

11841 𑡁 RANJANA DIGIT ONE

11842 𑡂 RANJANA DIGIT TWO

11843 𑡃 RANJANA DIGIT THREE

11844 𑡄 RANJANA DIGIT FOUR

11845 𑡅 RANJANA DIGIT FIVE

11846 𑡆 RANJANA DIGIT SIX

11847 𑡇 RANJANA DIGIT SEVEN

11848 𑡈 RANJANA DIGIT EIGHT

11849 𑡉 RANJANA DIGIT NINE

Punctuation
1184B 𑡋 RANJANA OM

1184C 𑡌 RANJANA YIG MGO

1184D 𑡍 RANJANA DANDA

1184E 𑡎 RANJANA DOUBLE DANDA

1184F 𑡏 RANJANA VIRAM

Independent vowels
11800 𑠀 RANJANA LETTER A

11801 𑠁 RANJANA LETTER AA

11802 𑠂 RANJANA LETTER I

11803 𑠃 RANJANA LETTER II

11804 𑠄 RANJANA LETTER U

11805 𑠅 RANJANA LETTER UU

11806 𑠆 RANJANA LETTER VOCALIC R

11807 𑠇 RANJANA LETTER VOCALIC RR

11808 𑠈 RANJANA LETTER VOCALIC L

11809 𑠉 RANJANA LETTER VOCALIC LL

1180A 𑠊 RANJANA LETTER E

1180B 𑠋 RANJANA LETTER AI

1180C 𑠌 RANJANA LETTER O

1180D 𑠍 RANJANA LETTER AU

Consonants
1180E 𑠎 RANJANA LETTER KA

1180F 𑠏 RANJANA LETTER KHA

11810 𑠐 RANJANA LETTER GA

11811 𑠑 RANJANA LETTER GHA

11812 𑠒 RANJANA LETTER NGA

11813 𑠓 RANJANA LETTER CA

11814 𑠔 RANJANA LETTER CHA

11815 𑠕 RANJANA LETTER JA

11816 𑠖 RANJANA LETTER JHA

11817 𑠗 RANJANA LETTER NYA

11818 𑠘 RANJANA LETTER TTA

11819 𑠙 RANJANA LETTER TTHA

1181A 𑠚 RANJANA LETTER DDA

1181B 𑠛 RANJANA LETTER DDHA

1181C 𑠜 RANJANA LETTER NNA

1181D 𑠝 RANJANA LETTER TA

1181E 𑠞 RANJANA LETTER THA

1181F 𑠟 RANJANA LETTER DA

11820 𑠠 RANJANA LETTER DHA

11821 𑠡 RANJANA LETTER NA

11822 𑠢 RANJANA LETTER PA

11823 𑠣 RANJANA LETTER PHA

11824 𑠤 RANJANA LETTER BA

11825 𑠥 RANJANA LETTER BHA

11826 𑠦 RANJANA LETTER MA

11827 𑠧 RANJANA LETTER YA

11828 𑠨 RANJANA LETTER RA

11829 𑠩 RANJANA LETTER LA

1182A 𑠪 RANJANA LETTER WA

1182B 𑠫 RANJANA LETTER SHA

1182C 𑠬 RANJANA LETTER SSA

1182D 𑠭 RANJANA LETTER SA

1182E 𑠮 RANJANA LETTER HA

Various signs
1182F $𑠯 RANJANA SIGN CANDRABINDU

11830 $𑠰 RANJANA SIGN ANUSVARA

11831 $𑠱 RANJANA SIGN VISARGA

Dependent vowel signs
11832 $𑠲 RANJANA VOWEL SIGN AA

11833 $𑠳 RANJANA VOWEL SIGN I

11834 $𑠴 RANJANA VOWEL SIGN II


