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1. Introduction. The Mende script, also called “Ki-ka-ku” for the first three characters in the system,
was devised by Mohamed Turay, an Islamic scholar in the Sierra Leonean town of Maka, and further
developed by his son-in-law and student, Kisimi Kamara, a tailor from the town of Vaama. Kamara's
contribution was an additional 150 syllabic characters to Turay's original 42, and efforts to promote the
script outside of the Barri chiefdom, in southern and eastern Sierra Leone, beginning in the 1920s.
Although romanized Mende predominates, Kikakui was employed by missionaries in some early gospel
translations dating from the 1920s, and Konrad Tuchscherer estimates that writers in the script today
continue to number in the hundreds. As of 1991 (Vanderaa), the total population of Mende speakers was
estimated at just under 1.5 million in Sierra Leone and Liberia.

The script was used for record-keeping and correspondence, and some chiefdom clerks adopted it for
official use. In 1940s, however, the British established the Protectorate Literacy Bureau in Bo, and a
Latin orthography for Mende was taught. This led to the gradually disuse of the Mende script.

2. Structure. Mende is written from right to left. Dalby’s chart shows a number of glyph variants. It is
likely that these should be treated as Vai and Bamum glyph variants have been: that if they are required,
either a dedicated font for them should be used, or OpenType tables to invoke alternate forms. The forms
used in the chart are the primary ones given in Dalby.

3. Collating order. Collation order is as in the code chart. At present it is not certain what the best
collation order ought to be. In this preliminary proposal two orders are given. The first follows a
traditional order given in Dalby 1962. In this, the first 39 characters are ordered “sensibly” according to
sound and shape, but the remaining 155 characters are more or less randomly ordered. This can be seen
in Figure 1, and in the first set of code charts “Mende - unordered”. It seems unlikely that such an
ordering would be “useful” in terms of practical usage, such as dictionary look-up.

The second ordering completes runs of syllables based on their initial consonant. It is clear from an
examination of this table that within number of the consonant series, some syllables in addition to those
which end in -i, -a, or -u are related to the glyphs used for those. This suggests that structurally the
ordering given in the second set of charts should be preferred, as it is inherent to the script and useful to
the users. 

4. Character names. The usual UCS conventions are used, with EE representing e, E representing ɛ, OO

representing o, O representing ɔ, and NG representing ŋ. There are several characters with duplicate
names; these are distinguished by suffixing “-2” to them.



5. Linebreaking. Letters and digits behave as in Vai and Bamum.

6. Punctuation and digits. To date, no script-specific punctuation has been seen. Some digits are known
to exist, but information about these is not yet available.

7. Unicode Character Properties. 

1E800;MENDE SYLLABLE KI;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;
..
1E9C1;MENDE SYLLABLE X;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;
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1E842 �� MENDE SYLLABLE NDOO

1E843 �� MENDE SYLLABLE PI

1E844 �� MENDE SYLLABLE TO

1E845 �� MENDE SYLLABLE GBO

1E846 �� MENDE SYLLABLE GBOO

1E847 �� MENDE SYLLABLE MBE

1E848 �� MENDE SYLLABLE LE

1E849 �� MENDE SYLLABLE KPU

1E84A �� MENDE SYLLABLE FE

1E84B �� MENDE SYLLABLE KOO

1E84C �� MENDE SYLLABLE VO

1E84D �� MENDE SYLLABLE FEE

1E84E �� MENDE SYLLABLE SO

1E84F �� MENDE SYLLABLE YE

1E850 �� MENDE SYLLABLE PEE

1E851 �� MENDE SYLLABLE NGGU

1E852 �� MENDE SYLLABLE HEEI

1E853 �� MENDE SYLLABLE LEE

1E854 �� MENDE SYLLABLE VE

1E855 �� MENDE SYLLABLE NGGE

1E856 �� MENDE SYLLABLE HUN

1E857 �� MENDE SYLLABLE FO

1E858 �� MENDE SYLLABLE DEE

1E859 �� MENDE SYLLABLE GI

1E85A �� MENDE SYLLABLE TEE

1E85B �� MENDE SYLLABLE KPA

1E85C �� MENDE SYLLABLE GBEE

1E85D �� MENDE SYLLABLE MON

1E85E �� MENDE SYLLABLE KE

1E85F �� MENDE SYLLABLE HE

1E860 �� MENDE SYLLABLE BE

1E861 �� MENDE SYLLABLE NYEN

1E862 �� MENDE SYLLABLE PA

1E863 �� MENDE SYLLABLE E

1E864 �� MENDE SYLLABLE FAN

1E865 �� MENDE SYLLABLE POO

1E866 �� MENDE SYLLABLE BOO

1E867 �� MENDE SYLLABLE TOO

1E868 �� MENDE SYLLABLE MBOO

1E869 �� MENDE SYLLABLE GOO

1E86A �� MENDE SYLLABLE GBE

1E86B �� MENDE SYLLABLE KPE

1E86C �� MENDE SYLLABLE YEE

1E86D �� MENDE SYLLABLE LE-2

1E86E �� MENDE SYLLABLE GA

1E86F �� MENDE SYLLABLE KPOO

1E870 �� MENDE SYLLABLE JE

1E871 �� MENDE SYLLABLE WOO

1E872 �� MENDE SYLLABLE NGGEE

1E873 �� MENDE SYLLABLE SE

1E874 �� MENDE SYLLABLE NEN

1E875 �� MENDE SYLLABLE WE

1E876 �� MENDE SYLLABLE NDE

1E877 �� MENDE SYLLABLE GO

1E878 �� MENDE SYLLABLE YO

1E879 �� MENDE SYLLABLE MBU

1E87A �� MENDE SYLLABLE NDI

1E87B �� MENDE SYLLABLE GBI

1E87C �� MENDE SYLLABLE NDU

1E87D �� MENDE SYLLABLE WEE

1E87E �� MENDE SYLLABLE NGGUA

1E87F �� MENDE SYLLABLE HOOU

1E880 �� MENDE SYLLABLE NDA

1E881 �� MENDE SYLLABLE HAN

1E882 �� MENDE SYLLABLE EN

1E883 �� MENDE SYLLABLE KPI

1E884 �� MENDE SYLLABLE FOO

1E885 �� MENDE SYLLABLE NJOO

Syllables
1E800 �� MENDE SYLLABLE KI

1E801 �� MENDE SYLLABLE KA

1E802 �� MENDE SYLLABLE KU

1E803 �� MENDE SYLLABLE WI

1E804 �� MENDE SYLLABLE WA

1E805 �� MENDE SYLLABLE WU

1E806 �� MENDE SYLLABLE MIN

1E807 �� MENDE SYLLABLE MAN

1E808 �� MENDE SYLLABLE MUN

1E809 �� MENDE SYLLABLE BI

1E80A �� MENDE SYLLABLE BA

1E80B �� MENDE SYLLABLE BU

1E80C �� MENDE SYLLABLE I

1E80D �� MENDE SYLLABLE A

1E80E �� MENDE SYLLABLE U

1E80F �� MENDE SYLLABLE DI

1E810 �� MENDE SYLLABLE DA

1E811 �� MENDE SYLLABLE DU

1E812 �� MENDE SYLLABLE SI

1E813 �� MENDE SYLLABLE SA

1E814 �� MENDE SYLLABLE SU

1E815 �� MENDE SYLLABLE LI

1E816 �� MENDE SYLLABLE LA

1E817 �� MENDE SYLLABLE LU

1E818 �� MENDE SYLLABLE TI

1E819 �� MENDE SYLLABLE TA

1E81A �� MENDE SYLLABLE TU

1E81B �� MENDE SYLLABLE JI

1E81C �� MENDE SYLLABLE JA

1E81D �� MENDE SYLLABLE JU

1E81E �� MENDE SYLLABLE YI

1E81F �� MENDE SYLLABLE YA

1E820 �� MENDE SYLLABLE YU

1E821 �� MENDE SYLLABLE FI

1E822 �� MENDE SYLLABLE FA

1E823 �� MENDE SYLLABLE FU

1E824 �� MENDE SYLLABLE NIN

1E825 �� MENDE SYLLABLE NAN

1E826 �� MENDE SYLLABLE NUN

1E827 �� MENDE SYLLABLE HEE

1E828 �� MENDE SYLLABLE HA

1E829 �� MENDE SYLLABLE HOO

1E82A �� MENDE SYLLABLE NGAN

1E82B �� MENDE SYLLABLE KPEE

1E82C �� MENDE SYLLABLE WO

1E82D �� MENDE SYLLABLE HUAN

1E82E �� MENDE SYLLABLE MBEE

1E82F �� MENDE SYLLABLE KO

1E830 �� MENDE SYLLABLE WA-2

1E831 �� MENDE SYLLABLE PU

1E832 �� MENDE SYLLABLE PE

1E833 �� MENDE SYLLABLE HEN

1E834 �� MENDE SYLLABLE HIN

1E835 �� MENDE SYLLABLE LOO

1E836 �� MENDE SYLLABLE TE

1E837 �� MENDE SYLLABLE GBA

1E838 �� MENDE SYLLABLE HON

1E839 �� MENDE SYLLABLE NYAN

1E83A �� MENDE SYLLABLE MEN

1E83B �� MENDE SYLLABLE NYON

1E83C �� MENDE SYLLABLE WI-2

1E83D �� MENDE SYLLABLE MBA

1E83E �� MENDE SYLLABLE JO

1E83F �� MENDE SYLLABLE DO

1E840 �� MENDE SYLLABLE KEE

1E841 �� MENDE SYLLABLE PO
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1E886 �� MENDE SYLLABLE IN

1E887 �� MENDE SYLLABLE SOO

1E888 �� MENDE SYLLABLE EI

1E889 �� MENDE SYLLABLE BO

1E88A �� MENDE SYLLABLE WE-2

1E88B �� MENDE SYLLABLE HO

1E88C �� MENDE SYLLABLE YOO

1E88D �� MENDE SYLLABLE MBO

1E88E �� MENDE SYLLABLE WEI

1E88F �� MENDE SYLLABLE VOO

1E890 �� MENDE SYLLABLE MBI

1E891 �� MENDE SYLLABLE GE

1E892 �� MENDE SYLLABLE O

1E893 �� MENDE SYLLABLE GBU

1E894 �� MENDE SYLLABLE NJEE

1E895 �� MENDE SYLLABLE BEE

1E896 �� MENDE SYLLABLE VU

1E897 �� MENDE SYLLABLE NJA

1E898 �� MENDE SYLLABLE LO

1E899 �� MENDE SYLLABLE MUAN

1E89A �� MENDE SYLLABLE NGGI

1E89B �� MENDE SYLLABLE NGGOO

1E89C �� MENDE SYLLABLE JEE

1E89D �� MENDE SYLLABLE KPO

1E89E �� MENDE SYLLABLE NGGA

1E89F �� MENDE SYLLABLE NJO

1E8A0 �� MENDE SYLLABLE MBE-2

1E8A1 �� MENDE SYLLABLE SEE

1E8A2 �� MENDE SYLLABLE EE

1E8A3 �� MENDE SYLLABLE NYIN

1E8A4 �� MENDE SYLLABLE OO

1E8A5 �� MENDE SYLLABLE GEI

1E8A6 �� MENDE SYLLABLE GUA

1E8A7 �� MENDE SYLLABLE GU

1E8A8 �� MENDE SYLLABLE NON

1E8A9 �� MENDE SYLLABLE NYUN

1E8AA �� MENDE SYLLABLE RA

1E8AB �� MENDE SYLLABLE MBO-2

1E8AC �� MENDE SYLLABLE VEE

1E8AD �� MENDE SYLLABLE MBOO-2

1E8AE �� MENDE SYLLABLE JOO

1E8AF �� MENDE SYLLABLE HI

1E8B0 �� MENDE SYLLABLE KUA

1E8B1 �� MENDE SYLLABLE DOO

1E8B2 �� MENDE SYLLABLE NDO

1E8B3 �� MENDE SYLLABLE VI

1E8B4 �� MENDE SYLLABLE NGUAN

1E8B5 �� MENDE SYLLABLE EEN

1E8B6 �� MENDE SYLLABLE NGGO

1E8B7 �� MENDE SYLLABLE NGEN

1E8B8 �� MENDE SYLLABLE VA

1E8B9 �� MENDE SYLLABLE HU

1E8BA �� MENDE SYLLABLE MBU-2

1E8BB �� MENDE SYLLABLE MBEE-2

1E8BC �� MENDE SYLLABLE MUEN

1E8BD �� MENDE SYLLABLE GEE

1E8BE �� MENDE SYLLABLE NDEE

1E8BF �� MENDE SYLLABLE NJU

1E8C0 �� MENDE SYLLABLE NGGEE-2

1E8C1 �� MENDE SYLLABLE WEE-2
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10. Figures.

Figure 1. Table of Mende syllables. 
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10

Figure 2. Table of Mende syllables from Dalby . 



Figure 3. Tax receipt from Sierra Leone in Mende script, from Tuchscherer 2007. 
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A. Administrative
1. Title
Prel i mi nary  po po s al  fo r enco di ng  the Mende s cri pt i n the SMP o f the UCS
2. Requester’s name
Mi chael  Ev ers o n
3. Requester type (Member body/Liaison/Individual contribution)
Indi v i dual  co ntri buti o n.
4. Submission date
2 0 1 0 -0 1 -2 3
5. Requester’s reference (if applicable)
6. Choose one of the following:
6a. This is a complete proposal
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1. Choose one of the following:
1a. This proposal is for a new script (set of characters)
Yes .
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Mende.
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in correct understanding of and correct linguistic processing of the proposed character(s) or script.  Examples of such properties are:
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