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Request. This document asks for the addition of five Arabic script characters to the UCS. These letters 
are used by the Bravanese to write Bravanese (Chimiini) orthographies. Most of the characters are 
surviving in a poetic tradition called stenzi. These characters are used at present by many  
linguists to discuss orthographies, etymology, dialects, manuscripts, and so on. 

 
If this proposal is adopted, the following characters would exist: 

 

 

 ARABIC LETTER BEH WITH SMALL ARABIC LETTER MEEM ABOVE 
• MBEH (BEH WITH MEEM ABOVE) 
• Represents “mba” sound 

 

 

 ARABIC LETTER PEH WITH SMALL ARABIC LETTER MEEM ABOVE 
• MPEH (PEH WITH MEEM ABOVE) 
• Represents “mpa” sound 

 

 

 ARABIC LETTER TEH WITH CURL 
• TEH (TEH with an extra curve) 
• Represents “Voiceless retroflex plosive” sound 

 

 

 ARABIC LETTER REH WITH SMALL ARABIC LETTER NOON ABOVE 
• NREH (REH WITH NOON ABOVE) 
• Represents “nra” sound 

 

 

  
ARABIC LETTER YEH WITH SMALL ARABIC LETTER NOON ABOVE 

• NYEH (YEH WITH NOON ABOVE) 
• Represents “nya” sound 
• All dots in all positions must be retained 

 
 
with the following properties: 
 
08xx;ARABIC LETTER BEH WITH SMALL ARABIC LETTER MEEM ABOVE;Lo;0;AL;;;;;N;;;;; 
08xx;ARABIC LETTER PEH WITH SMALL ARABIC LETTER MEEM ABOVE;Lo;0;AL;;;;;N;;;;; 
08xx;ARABIC LETTER TEH WITH CURL;Lo;0;AL;;;;;N;;;;; 
08xx;ARABIC LETTER REH WITH SMALL ARABIC LETTER NOON ABOVE;Lo;0;AL;;;;;N;;;;; 
08xx;ARABIC LETTER YEH WITH TWO DOTS BELOW AND SMALL ARABIC LETTER NOON ABOVE;Lo;0;AL;;;;;N;;;;; 
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The shaping classes for these characters, following the syntax of The Unicode Standard’s supplementary 
file ArabicShaping.txt is as follows: 
 

08xx; BEH WITH MEEM ABOVE; D; BEH 
08xx; DOTLESS BEH WITH 3 DOTS BELOW AND MEEM ABOVE; D; BEH  
08xx; DOTLESS BEH WITH 2 DOTS ABOVE AND CURL; D; BEH 
08xx; REH WITH NOON ABOVE; R; REH 
08xx; YEH WITH NOON ABOVE; D; YEH 

 
 
The shaping behaviour is illustrated here: 
 

 

 
 

 
 

ARABIC LETTER BEH WITH SMALL ARABIC LETTER MEEM ABOVE, ARABIC LETTER PEH WITH 
SMALL ARABIC LETTER MEEM ABOVE, ARABIC LETTER TEH WITH CURL. 
 
Figures 1 to 5 clearly outline how these characters are joined in their initial, medial, final and separate forms. The characters are 
joined in a similar way to the letters BEH and TEH in the Arabic script. 
 
ARABIC LETTER REH WITH SMALL ARABIC LETTER NOON ABOVE. 
 
Figure 6 shows how this character is joined in its initial, medial, final and separate form. Like the Arabic letter REH, its medial 
form is the same as its final form and its initial form the same as its separate form. So, essentially it only has two forms. 

 
ARABIC LETTER KAF WITH THREE DOTS ABOVE 
 
This character behaves in a similar way as the KAF in Arabic, figures 8 and 9 show the behavior of the character in its different 
forms. 
 
ARABIC LETTER YEH WITH WITH TWO DOTS BELOW AND SMALL ARABIC LETTER NOON ABOVE 
 
Figure 7 shows the character YEH in its different forms. Apart from the NOON above the YEH, the structure of the YEH is 
exactly the same as the YEH in Arabic. 
 
The exact usage of these letters is consistent among different manuscripts, authors, and scribes.  
 
It would be possible to use the Koranic combining marks U+06E8  ARABIC SMALL HIGH NOON and 
U+06E2 ARABIC SMALL HIGH MEEM ISOLATED FORM to create some of these characters. However, as 
noted in L2/10-455 (http://www.unicode.org/L2/L2010/10455-of-hamza.pdf) page 4, point #6  

Document that some Arabic combining characters MAY NOT be used for creating new letters (U+065A, U+065B, 
U+08EA, U+08EB, U+08ED, U+08EE, and the Koranic-only marks, especially U+0615 and U+06DB), while others 
could and SHOULD be used for representing unencoded letters that contain them as diacritics, even if they are just used 
as modifiers to create new letters and do not have separate phonemical value (every other Arabic diacritic). 

“Koranic only marks” should not be used for creating new letters. Thus, the characters proposed in this document should be 
encoded. 
 
If the characters in this proposal are accepted, then there may be some security issues to address. 
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Here is where the huge problem lies. All of these books were written in Brava, Somalia. They do not 
have an ISBN and were never mass produced. The majority of books were destroyed due to the civil war. 
These images were obtained from someone who travelled to Brava from Kenya. The original copies still 
remain in Brava. The only information I know is the title, the author, the date and for some, the page 
numbers. 
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Figures 
 
 

 

 
Figure 1. Sample from Nuren 1976 showing ARABIC LETTER BEH WITH SMALL ARABIC LETTER MEEM ABOVE. 
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Figure 2. Sample from Sadik 1966 showing ARABIC LETTER BEH WITH SMALL ARABIC LETTER MEEM ABOVE. 

 
Figure 3. ARABIC LETTER TEH WITH CURL 
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Figure 4. ARABIC LETTER PEH WITH SMALL ARABIC LETTER MEEM ABOVE  
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Figure 5. ARABIC LETTER PEH WITH SMALL ARABIC LETTER MEEM ABOVE  
 

.  
Figure 6. ARABIC LETTER REH WITH SMALL ARABIC LETTER NOON ABOVE 
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Figure 7. ARABIC LETTER YEH WITH SMALL ARABIC LETTER NOON ABOVE 
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Figure 8. Bravanese (Chimiini) Alphabet 
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A. Administrative 
1. Title 
Proposal to encode six Arabic script characters for Bravanese in the UCS 
2. Requester’s name 
Hamid Banafunzi, Marghani Banafunzi, and Maxamed Nuur. 
3. Requester type (Member body/Liaison/Individual contribution) 
Individual contribution. 
4. Submission date 
13-05-2013 
5. Requester’s reference (if applicable) 
6. Choose one of the following: 
6a. This is a complete proposal 
Yes. 
6b. More information will be provided later 
No. 
 

B. Technical – General 
1. Choose one of the following: 
1a. This proposal is for a new script (set of characters) 
No. 
1b. Proposed name of script 
1c. The proposal is for addition of character(s) to an existing block 
Yes. 
1d. Name of the existing block 
Arabic and Arabic Supplement. 
2. Number of characters in proposal 
6. 
3. Proposed category (A-Contemporary; B.1-Specialized (small collection); B.2-Specialized (large 
collection); C-Major extinct; D-Attested 
extinct; E-Minor extinct; F-Archaic Hieroglyphic or Ideographic; G-Obscure or questionable usage 
symbols) 
Category A. 
4a. Is a repertoire including character names provided? 
Yes. 
4b. If YES, are the names in accordance with the “character naming guidelines” in Annex L of P&P 
document? 
Yes. 
4c. Are the character shapes attached in a legible form suitable for review? 
Yes. 
5a. Who will provide the appropriate computerized font (ordered preference: True Type, or PostScript 
format) for publishing the standard? 
 
N/A 
 
 
5b. If available now, identify source(s) for the font (include address, e-mail, ftp-site, etc.) and indicate the 
tools used: 
 
N/A 
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6a. Are references (to other character sets, dictionaries, descriptive texts etc.) provided? 
Yes. 
6b. Are published examples of use (such as samples from newspapers, magazines, or other sources) of 
proposed characters attached? 
Yes. 
7. Does the proposal address other aspects of character data processing (if applicable) such as input, 
presentation, sorting, searching, 
indexing, transliteration etc. (if yes please enclose information)? 
Yes. 
8. Submitters are invited to provide any additional information about Properties of the proposed 
Character(s) or Script that will assist in 
correct understanding of and correct linguistic processing of the proposed character(s) or script. 
Examples of such properties are: Casing 
information, Numeric information, Currency information, Display behaviour information such as line 
breaks, widths etc., Combining 
behaviour, Spacing behaviour, Directional behaviour, Default Collation behaviour, relevance in Mark Up 
contexts, Compatibility 
equivalence and other Unicode normalization related information. See the Unicode standard at 
http://www.unicode.org for such information 
on other scripts. Also see Unicode Character Database 
http://www.unicode.org/Public/UNIDATA/UnicodeCharacterDatabase.html and 
associated Unicode Technical Reports for information needed for consideration by the Unicode Technical 
Committee for inclusion in the 
Unicode Standard. 
See above. 
 

C. Technical – Justification 
1. Has this proposal for addition of character(s) been submitted before? If YES, explain. 
No. 
2a. Has contact been made to members of the user community (for example: National Body, user groups 
of the script or characters, other 
experts, etc.)? 
Yes. 
2b. If YES, with whom? 
Bana Banafunzi (Chair of Redbridge Somali Consortium, London). 
2c. If YES, available relevant documents 
3. Information on the user community for the proposed characters (for example: size, demographics, 
information technology use, or 
publishing use) is included? 
Specialists in linguistics and speakers of Bravanese (Chimiini). 
4a. The context of use for the proposed characters (type of use; common or rare) 
Common. 
4b. Reference 
5a. Are the proposed characters in current use by the user community? 
Yes. 
5b. If YES, where? 
Books and linguistic publications. 
6a. After giving due considerations to the principles in the P&P document must the proposed characters 
be entirely in the BMP? 
Yes. 
6b. If YES, is a rationale provided? 
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Yes. 
6c. If YES, reference 
Keep with other Arabic characters. 
7. Should the proposed characters be kept together in a contiguous range (rather than being scattered)? 
No. 
8a. Can any of the proposed characters be considered a presentation form of an existing character or 
character sequence? 
No. 
8b. If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided? 
8c. If YES, reference 
9a. Can any of the proposed characters be encoded using a composed character sequence of either 
existing characters or other proposed 
characters? 
Yes. 
9b. If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided? 
Yes. 
9c. If YES, reference 
 
L2/10-455 (http://www.unicode.org/L2/L2010/10455-of-hamza.pdf) page 4, point #6 
  
10a. Can any of the proposed character(s) be considered to be similar (in appearance or function) to an 
existing character? 
No. 
10b. If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided? 
10c. If YES, reference 
11a. Does the proposal include use of combining characters and/or use of composite sequences (see 
clauses 4.12 and 4.14 in ISO/IEC 
10646-1: 2000)? 
No. 
11b. If YES, is a rationale for such use provided? 
No. 
11c. If YES, reference 
11d. Is a list of composite sequences and their corresponding glyph images (graphic symbols) provided? 
No.  
11e. If YES, reference 
12a. Does the proposal contain characters with any special properties such as control function or similar 
semantics? 
No. 
12b. If YES, describe in detail (include attachment if necessary) 
13a. Does the proposal contain any Ideographic compatibility character(s)? 
No. 
13b. If YES, is the equivalent corresponding unified ideographic character(s) identified? 

 




