
Proposal to encode two Latin characters for Mazahua

Denis Moyogo Jacquerye <moyogo@gmail.com>
2014-08-07

Introduction

The Mazahua language (jñatrjo or jñatjo in Mazahua, ISO 639-3: maz), a Mesoamerican language recognized by a
statutory law in Mexico, is written with Latin alphabet with additional letters. It has two Latin orthographies, a
traditional Latin orthography and, the practical orthography of the SEP (Secretaría de Educación Pública de
México) which is used in bilingual primary schools. The SEP orthography uses the diagonal stroke on nasalized
vowels a, e, o and u.

The a with stroke, e with stroke, o with stroke have already encoded characers: Ⱥ ⱥ Ɇ ɇ Ø ø.

U+023A LATIN CAPITAL LETTER A WITH STROKE
U+2C65 LATIN SMALL LETTER A WITH STROKE
U+0246 LATIN CAPITAL LETTER E WITH STROKE
U+0247 LATIN SMALL LETTER E WITH STROKE
U+00D8 LATIN CAPITAL LETTER O WITH STROKE
U+00F8 LATIN SMALL LETTER O WITH STROKE

Some Mazahua documents currently use U ̸ (U+0055 LATIN CAPITAL LETTER U, U+0338
COMBINING LONG SOLIDUS OVERLAY) and u ̸ (U+0075 LATIN SMALL LETTER U, U+0338 COMBINING LONG SOLIDUS OVERLAY),
or U+0338 combined with other base letters. However there is precedent for the encoding of letter characters
with overlay stroke as single characters, for example Ⱥ ⱥ Ɇ ɇ were encoded in 2004.

Proposed characters

Characters proposed
Glyph Code Character name

Ꞹ X+A7B8 LATIN CAPITAL LETTER U WITH STROKE

ꞹ X+A7B9 LATIN SMALL LETTER U WITH STROKE

Examples

Figure 1: Example from UDHR - Mazahua Central.
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Figure 2: Example from JW.org.

Figure 3: Example from cdi.gob.mx.

Figure 4: Example from Celote Preciado.
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