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Phoreus™ Cherokee

n the summer of 2011, Roy Boney Jr. and Joseph Erb from the
ILanguage Technology Office of the Cherokee Nation in Tahle-

quah, Oklahoma, spoke at a type conference about their efforts
to integrate the Cherokee language into current communications
technology. They finished with an earnest request to type designers
to create Cherokee typefaces, since new digital types are required to
build the resources they need to preserve their language and culture.

I heeded the call and began by choosing a Latin design already in
progress as the proportional basis for the 85 glyphs of the Cherokee
syllabary. The first phase of development involved reading most of
the available research into the historical aspects of the syllabary,
an analysis of the existing types, and making form studies from
manuscript images provided by the Cherokee Nation and the James
Mooney manuscript collection of the Smithsonian Institution.

Since there were no useable multi-weight Cherokee type fami-
lies at the time of their presentation, my initial strategy was to
create a family of upright fonts in various weights. But when the
light and bold were nearing completion, I asked what they thought
of my creating an italic - not just an oblique, but a real cursive italic
inspired by Cherokee handwriting. With their encouragement, I re-
searched and culled the forms I needed from almost 180 years of
manuscripts. The result - the first Cherokee cursive italic typeface
design - was given a very positive evaluation by the Language Tech-
nology Office.

Phoreus Cherokee was produced primarily for use in the Chero-
kee language with the occasional insertion of words and phrases
in the Latin script. Phoreus’ distinct and uncomplicated forms are
particularly suited to very young readers - a primary target audience
in language preservation. There is also a “small cap” version of each
glyph, so that bilingual texts can be set in which a Cherokee text at-
tains the same color as an English text set in upper and lower case.

The name Phoreus is the ancient Greek word for bearer or carrier
and could refer to type (and the Cherokee syllabary) as a vehicle of
language and visual culture.
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ThCWY TTV&T.

CPOhOFf® RWI JIfFWOY CGRLZ GCPLYWI CBP
GOPLAR AARRT. DACWY E€C0OVI FECDW v
PhOf®@ Y6 TGwd DBOD TOL SPiY O6AG JIfWQY
RRRY. iL Y6 DVYDDY DFWA SFY hfi DhB®
1060, DOy, AL G"0A DI BZP6” LGADE”,

ODY GCGRA DFWA TY KTWAA ©FIB JF TFLT DS
OVAG" TFPT TY. TG'Z JLYB v69LoWC, TEt"hJ kR
Tf G6"Cv0d Td" A JPT, ODY DABORD FGWIO
Oy 16°/1¥. TGPk JOLLPA, DFWA TG LOVA
TGl CFPL 16LDLANL JOFPALDL CYGL. DB
AbfAh4 ISAVAL VIVPR diOFPALDA D DSOA JhPY
EROIRAVI GVPIS. DSW D6/1PDY GEGP hA
TV TRCWY, hfi Hd06” TCAA G GOl TooFPA/b.
AYP JFGTDA CEGP CC CPCA AYGhYDA, RPOE
G6"C DA TRD LS. JhFBWC FRDOFLOY DS

TG POVI C6"Cvv0d TRDOFYALDAVS. DhJH DhBOXD
LEGOFY DVYDWDE, hAZ TRCWY AD CGLFET Ddd0d
AVYDdDd ThRADI CEGPL, hfl DhiofB DS DhEB
SGAd AtCBOJ CACDA, IhOfFPd AD DVYDDET.

DBLIGWwY DS GC¥Ybh

ADZ ®ZPdk © OYDLh DI DBLIGRY OOCAT. TSLZ
DhZP®E 1YL Al ©0wWI1FT. DhiTZ DhZP®E IY6SO,
El7Y h©OwW1lF ChZPPOA OIPOLNLT. OGSHE GDI DhiT
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OhZ?PT AD. d66APIZ GhZPP AD CIhW. ADZ DZPRY
© OYbh DS DBLIGRY TEA SOLGEWT.

AAYZ kIR DhWP&H DAPT. hABAZ DhZHPVP ISCU EJ.
TBL#HZ kAT DS UGP ThAAPT, TBLHZ kDS DS JLSOL
AT®J TOF RYT.

YDZ GGYJI AD DhJC DOT4 #®h SFLPB TARE® DJ
O-AA ER, 06Z DOTR dWO JARLD O-® SSWEB ChGEP
TOL OWO ShE O:A SST. UGPZ IEGBDI TYL ERY. OSEL
DJ GRbAY b4 TOL. JOFORVI SO4F DhJC. ATRIZ d6°1
OSPRF, AD TOL.

TS DYAbdb, SO4ST. RPDD TRYhARD AT®I DYYRI
ERT DS UGP HY TShDS. DGLhYL TAPAWSO, @D SLRY
AY. ASIE ATRI ALOVNE BYVE TST TRORSL TSS TAAL,
S©4d AD TOL.

RVA dWEWDLP CZP¥CA
GJRT Dh

JACUIGT OCIR OSAJ OTPOLDL AD HY OPT hSOhA
LEAPAUNPSAPL i@WYhO 60 BP RALVS TYD4Z Db TCWAH4 LS
PAYDEL OLALT SAPD ADD TST OFGIL SVi hDATOL AD HYOLT
ESWA FRY O0YO DOS® 9TASE” DYSGY® FRY ©0YO D@SR
LOG RVA FRY Dhtb DhCYZ hThlOOB ©®@Y DOSBE®L FRY Dh
ROSh OMVAL TY DhUb dE&®DVI QPAWOT TY Dh®d ROSh DJ
dU hlhlht®B 6% 60D DEAVI TGPWORA TY APZ JbODE"
hERO FRY AD DROSH OFGIL ADZ BV KFRT UOTLOC FRY AD
BV'® VOOPOT J CWY JAPBJI VOOIWOY ©60Y TST OThAT
APAWAhVAY BV® hAAA TOFD CGC TST RVA kRY iLZ 6D SZAHPVA
W F4T SVA®Yh AJL0 DAPBTVA FRY iLZ ©O0® LO6G RVA k4T
OPYO BV® ADMYh OFGJdL ORA DEY PR KAIA TY 6® h®AC
FR ©6AG DhUb dh®JINSAON @ShZAY CWY O8I TBT &HAPL
SOPROYRY 6AG OChMC AD OFGJIL LUIANY iDhMY DOJXET DJ
OYE®Y 90O iPRY OAGT ODYRD TST D4 EhFR hSkhb ikW.
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DBLIG®Y DS OYbh

ADZ ®ZP% 6 OYbh DS DBLIG®Y OOCAT. TSLZ DhZPROE DJIYL ALd
60 1IT. DhiTZ DhZPOE QYSO, klVY EOONIT. C¥hE GO DhiT
OhZPPT AD. dO6ARDIZ OhZPP AD CIhW. ADZ DZPRAY © OYDLh DJ
DBLIG®Y TEH SOLGE&T.

ARYZ BFR DhWPe DAPT. hARAZ DhZbPVP ASCL Ed. TBLHZ hd®I
DS UGP LhAARPT, TBL&HZ hKdI DS JLSOTL ATDI TOF RET.

URZ GGYI AD DhJC DOT4 #®h SFLPB CANE” DS O-AA kR, 062
DOTR dWO JARLRD O-® SSWEB OAGEP TOL WO ShE O-A SST. UGPZ
AEGS®I TYL FRY. Ol DS COABDY k4 TOL. JOSOMVI SV445 DhJIC.
AT®IZ d6I OSPAF, AD TOL.

TS DYAbdb, SO4JT. RPDD TOYhA®D AT®dd DYDIA hedI DS UGPL HY
TSE®XS. DGLhYL TAPOWO, 06°00SPOY Y. h§i& AT®I OLONL OYTVE
TST TSP TS TARL, SO44 AD TOL.

THUNDER AND THE UK'TEN'

This is the story of when an Uk'ten' and Thunder had a fight. Some
people tell it a little bit different. When I hear other people tell it,
sometimes it (their version) seems better. This one (version) I know
is a little bit similar (to the version of Yansa) and others have told it
before. The older men used to tell this one (version). This one tells
about how the Uk'ten' and Thunder found each other.

In older times there were two boys. They used to hunt all the
time with bows and arrows. Sometimes they killed birds and squir-
rels, sometimes rabbits and many (other) small animals.

Once the two boys were walking in a deep valley where it was
very rugged and rocky. As they were walking among big rocky crags,
they found a large snake lying upon a rock. This snake was very lean
and hungry. He told the boys to stop, that he wanted to ask them
something.

“I'm very hungry;” he said to them. “Would you find me some
food? I'll eat birds or squirrels. When [ become strong again, you can
use me, or I'll help you in whatever you are doing in any way that I
can for as long as we live”

Phoreus Cherokee small caps

An Acoustic Serenade

Don’t miss the $10 and $50 gift cards at the check-out
The Italian Edge: A Complete Guide to Pasta

The Atomic Cafe

Check out the tasty meals and fun puzzles in our children’s menu

The Gadget & Toy Emporium

One day, Richard the Rabbit was walking down a dark forest path

A Night on the Town

LAKESIDE BED & BREAKFAST

All athletic shoes are available in the sizes 8 to 20 in 39 colors

Adventure Tours

Zinfandel + Shiraz + Cabernet Sauvignon
Orange Pecan Ice Cream

1998 Cote du Rhone

Quality Garments & Finest Fabrics
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Phoreus™ Cherokee - Glyph Complement
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[Small caps]

RDWEGOQ PLNIYHODBPHMEPOIFWBALDA
TAJY4iCPOUIZOC.RhSVFLE®@TO BT
KVA6G6GTVIE6SSCiODFYTPIHLRGIALYG
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Characters under the dotted line are accessible only through OpenType-sensitive
applications and the glyph palettes of certain font management utilities.

Phoreus™ Cherokee - Specifications & Family Styles

Designer: Mark Jamra

Copyright Registration Number: Tx 7-775-476

Formats: CFF (PostScript) OpenType, TrueType (web fonts)

Family members: Light, Light Italic, Regular, Italic, Semibold,
Semibold Italic, Bold, Bold Italic

Supported Codepages:
MacOS Roman MS Windows 1252 Western

Supported Languages:

Cherokee, Danish, Dutch, English, Esperanto, Estonian, Finnish, French, German, Icelandic,
Italian, Luxembourgish, Manx, Norwegian (Bokmal), Norwegian (Nynorsk), Portuguese,
Rhaeto-Romanic, Spanish, Swedish.

OpenType Features:

LIGA Ligatures
SMCP Small Caps
SUPS Superiors
FRAC Fractions

This specimen was set in Phoreus Cherokee and Expo Sans Pro. Thunder and the Uk'ten’ by
Willie Chopper, with translation by the Cherokee Bilingual Program, Tahlequah, OK. Cherokee
Nation Newsletter, September 5, 1972.

Light Light Italic
Regular Italic
Semibold Semibold Italic
Bold Bold Italic

The Phoreus Cherokee family is available as web fonts at Adobe Typekit
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