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THE BOTTOM LINE of this issue is that ARCHAIC HIRAGANA YE as a phonetic value
can be represented with the HENTAIGANAI{I_ ] as a glyphic image. In other words,
the ARCHAIC HIRAGANA YE is one of the usages of the HENTAIGANA T ].

1. It is commonly accepted by researchers in Japanese language studies that each of
the phonetic values /e/ and /je/ was independently used by circa. A.D. 950, and later
this difference between /e/ and /je/ disappeared.

2. This difference between /e/ and /je/ is evidenced by usages found in /7 #{K %4
(Manyogana, a writing system composed of Chinese characters used to represent
phonetic values only) and Katakana (syllabic characters used to transliterate {% 3
Al SR, historical documents in Chinese annotated with Japanese scripts).

3. In that era (middle of the 10th century or earlier), there used to be more than one
ways for selecting Manyogana or Katakana (early Katakana) characters to represent
one phonetic value, and there existed some accepted conventions. So, there were
multiple ways in representing the phonetic value /je/, for which different charac-
ters could be used. It was not always represented with the only same character. Of
course, different characters used to represent the sound could have different fre-
quencies, and there might be characters with higher or lower frequencies. However,
there was no orthography to prescriptively specify one particular character to be
the only character to represent the phonetic value /je/.

4. The existence of the differentiation between /e/ and /je/ by using J3 %A% (Man-
yogana) and Katakana characters in the middle of the 10th century or earlier may
tempt us to guess that similar usages of Hiragana characters for phonetic differenti-
ation had existed. However, there were too few documents written in Hiragana be-
fore the middle of the 10th century. This prevents researchers in this field from say-
ing anything conclusive about the point. Also, it should be noted that Hiragana as a
writings system was established in the 10th century. Details of the writing practices
in those days are not clearly known. Although some papers discuss some differ-
ent usages of Hentaigana characters in the manuscript of Tosa Nikki (1A% H7d),
those discussions are based on manuscripts transcribed in later years. Therefore, it
is thought that it may be possible to predict different phonetic values, but it’s not
appropriate to predict characters and character shapes, based on the non-original
transcribed copies.

6. In and after the Meiji era, researchers began to use % 3FI[ 524} (historical doc-
uments in Chinese with guiding marks and characters for Japanese readers) to in-
vestigate the history of the Japanese language. Some researchers devised a method
to represent the phonetic value /je/ by using the Hentaigana character [ {I.|, when
they transliterated Chinese texts with Hiragana characters, mainly for the purpose
of denoting transcribed texts or key characters in Kana glyph shape tables. Howev-
er, today, this method is rarely used by researchers.

6. Based on these, it is appropriate to conclude that the Hentaigana [ {1 | can be used
to represent the phonetic value /je/ as one of its possible usages.
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FAO L2 "ARCHAIC HIRAGANA YE" 13 Z5{4&{ 44 71 (HENTAIGANA-E1)
ORFED—>TH2, €72 H 27,

1. EFEEOEFH T, 10 AT (950 ) T, ¥AT fje/ B HAGES R
oA Uic Sy LTFEEL T (RIS el ¥ SR LIXAIZ 4 5),

2. %17 ljel € 717 lel OEER EOXANE, 10 ST O HERS OT3E
B SRkt BGIRER) oFSHTICL - GEHSI N2,

3,10 tHAIZLART O T ER S it (WA O A ERG) ICH ST H
X\ Th, YAT el BRET 3 H— D JT R TR A T4k
Holeb I TR, YT fjel ZRTEBO T EERG TR, EEO Rk
FHhDBH o1 (bbdA, HEEERD S LEEDSEC - LY VDL D
WIRD LI D2, EFEOW S HIHEISEL 7 & 5 BHFI L),

4. 10 AR IEDIRT O HER AL IRGICE S DI b - 1o Thiud, F
RATHLHESDI DB Dol e BRIES NS L5, 10 A LLAT O TR
LERPZ L (262 63CFER Y LTO A 10 HHFICEOL L 72
eIng), EEXL D263, HMEHREGEARDE S0 245 i
WdH 20, BROGARICE 720, BHEHET 2 223 T3 LI, X
TR EHE T 2 v I3EYI TRV E L B,

5. BIAEAIC 72 o T b ISR 2 HAGESIRFZRICE S & 518 o 7,
10 HEEIZ LT O AR ER O FH 300 2 ARG TR T 2B, Y17 Jje/
WCEKES T A3 HESERShI, HE3F LSRRG THED
AHLEEBET 2700 TH2, LrL, ZON5EG. BHED HAGELRIZE
TRHEHHCLNR TV,

6. 24Kt L) ORED—21Z, Y17 ljel #XBT 2 endd. €T3
DAY TH %,





