L2/17-041

Request to change glyphs of Kannada letters Vocalic L. and Vocalic LL and
their vowel signs
Srinidhi A and Sridatta A
Tumakuru, India
srinidhi.pinkpetals24@gmail.com, sridatta.jamadagni@gmail.com
January 22, 2017

This document requests to change the representative glyphs of four Kannada characters. Presently these
are provided in the code charts as follows:

0C8C Vv KANNADA LETTER VOCALIC L

0CEIl ‘v KANNADA LETTER VOCALIC LL

0CE2 :: KANNADA VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC L

0CE3 ©: KANNADA VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC LL

However after examining the original texts, grammatical works and other sources in Kannada we could
not get any attestations of above characters using existing glyphs.

With reference to the vowel signs Vocalic L, Vocalic LL 1.2/04-364 proposed these signs based on non-
native secondary sources where upturned vowels O and OO are used, evidently due to lack of proper
glyph support at that time and these cannot be considered as correct glyph for these characters.

The proposed forms are evolutionarily associated with Southern Brahmi-derived scripts oo of Malayalam,

6w of Grantha, Q of Balinese and §) of Khmer.

Thus, it is requested that the glyphs given in this document which are original and unique to Kannada
based on native texts be used for above four characters in the Code chart.

Proposed glyphs

0C8C KANNADA LETTER VOCALIC L ( | )

0CE1 KANNADA LETTER VOCALIC LL l


rick@unicode.org
Text Box
L2/17-041


0CE2 KANNADA VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC L (h

0CE3 KANNADA VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC LL (;ﬁ
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A

GRAMMAR

CARNATACA LANGUAGE.
————ccesgiDioe

CHAPTER FIRST.

Or LETTERS.
THE Carnataca language is written from left to right.

The characters, like those in the most ancient Greek and Roman manuscripfs,
are formed of cqual sizes, and placed at equal distances, without either connex-

ion, or stops, and without any distinctien whatsoever of words.

The alphabet consists ¢f six and fifty letlers; viz. sixicen vowels; two
letfers that may be ranked cither as vowels or consonants; and thirty-cight

consonants.

The sixteen vowels are as follows ; € €00y -'é-/? &ru e S35 9080 b 'T’ 39
D 2 2and 3 ; the two letters that be]mw to either class are © and § ; and the
thirty-eight. consonants are thus arranged ; o {o; Z ‘/cp/ef <5 m €3

bf?{z/ma’m/{a/:(ﬁ;’waﬁfﬁs’eoa@ STEKTHETED.
Of the abovementioned fifty-six letters, forty-seven belong to the pure
Carnhtaca; and four of them, viz. 2 & €9 and €9 exclusively so. 'The

remaining nine, viz. 200 &50p b q‘! & {3 3 and 9 have been introduced into
the alphabet fur the purpdi® Of €xpressing sounds that are peculiar to the

Sansciit,

Figure 1. Use of VOCALIC L and VOCALIC LL in a Kannada grammar (from M'Kerrell 1820:1).
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2 A GEAMMAR OF THE

Or PRONUNCIATION,

=~
Expresses an obscure sound like the English a in the words abound, about,
&c. andis inhzrent in cvery consonant that is not followed by another vowel ;
or that has not the full sound of the letter restricted by the mark & .

Eoa
Is like the same lctter when pronounced long, as in the words all, wall,
ball, &e.
-
3

Has precisely the same sound as the French i, in the word ni.

=

Is the same vowel witha lengtheued sound..

e
Has the sound of u in the words bull, full, pull, &e. ‘
e "
The same sound lengthened, and may § sed in Reman characters by i

57 oG

These four letters are only used in Sars ords. 'Their pronunciation on
the western side of the Peninsula, and, generally speaking, in Southern India,

is rit 1ii and lii 1{i; the u possessing nearly the same sound that it has in French
in the words nue, flux, tuent, salut, &c.

o
Is the same as {he French é in the words qualité, egalité, &e.
Is the same vowel with a Jengthened sound.

Q

Is pronounced exactly like the English word eye, a feature of the face; and
may beexpressed in Roman claracters by ai,

Qo
Has that full sound of the Jetter o which is common to every language.

Figure 2. Use of VOCALIC L and VOCALIC LL in a Kannada (from M'Kerrell 1820: 2).
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Figure 3. Use of VOCALIC L and VOCALIC LL in book- Hosagannada nudigannadi. Here | is written as
letter I with a vertical stroke probably due to lack of specific glyph (from Krishnamacharya 1838).

CANARESE GRAMMAR.

-

E-éaé a‘a;‘;h’aﬁmaﬁaé.
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Figure 4. An excerpt from Kannada Grammar book showing the letters Vocalic L and Vocalic LL (from
Campbell 1854:5).
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- OF LETTERS,

3. oy ® Sﬁﬁ'ﬁom d,go&:;x'g?oﬁ@ TR
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Figure 5. An excerpt from Kannada Grammar book showing the letters Vocalic L and LL (from

Campbell 1854:6).
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Figure 6. A table showing the letters Vocalic L ,Vocalic LL and their vowel signs in Kannada script (from

Harkness 1837).
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Figure 7. A Kannada inscription of Jain Siddhachakra showing the letter Vocalic L along with other
vowels.

COPPER-PLATE GRANT OF THE WESTERN CITALUKYA DYNASTY.
DATED $1KA 535

w uiB x‘a‘i{B-u‘i'*g bo & 9q 3 Uc’i‘&’c{;‘-ﬂ%:fia
qg:;:a;.‘g;g’ Ty qms,;@ﬂ‘ﬁwwaqjm%ﬂgé{-
g@aéi’wg mg*e‘;w;wéqeﬂ s L "

mq%aéf;ﬁargf{jﬁé .Sa"lgﬂrq_, JZJ’)

6@;” :\‘ram‘g M@ X2 8] %%55} |
c;gqrxra me’iﬂﬁwf“f’zfﬁ g’fjff {I@-
sgz%nré’c?w@m@wf#}& VY 3Y

n.

Figure 8. A Sanskrit inscription written in Old Kannada script belonging to Western Chalukya dynasty
dated Saka 535 showing the vowel sign vocalic 1 in the word ‘sak]ptah’ from which modern form is
derived (from Fleet 1881:73).


ADMIN
Rectangle

ADMIN
Rectangle


T, — CTTNFRATITEIT, Rac TROIANRWBIID [ERD
KR TAT c; ©TF,ToNY' ©TIWo IRTUIN ¥F9T TXFoZo
-
DOTRF DPAZY Ty B oolilie—
BE B8, N owe X Rl A B, o B
T, I T, TF; 13 0, =¥ 0N, o0t &F TR G
B g, O, o & glEiae - o3
BT, o, & 5, W, BT e

Figure 10. Use of VOCALIC L and VOCALIC LL in book- Sabdamanidarpana. Here | is written as
letter I with a vertical stroke probably due to lack of specific glyph.
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