
L2/17-055
2017-02-01

Preliminary proposal to encode the Elymaic script in Unicode

Anshuman Pandey
pandey@umich.edu

February 1, 2017

1 Introduction

The Elymaic script was identified by Michael Everson in 2001 in “Roadmapping early Semitic scripts”
(N2311) as a suitable candidate for encoding in Unicode. It was allocated to the Roadmap to the Supple-
mentaryMultilingual Plane (SMP) in the same year.1 Yet, to date, no additional information for the script has
been submitted. Currently, it rests in scarlet on the Roadmap as ¿Elymaic? at the range U+10EE0..10EFF;
the Spanish question marks indicating its status as a script “for which detailed proposals have not yet been
written”, and for which “[t]here may be a link to an exploratory code table”. In the sixteen years that have
passed since Elymaic was first allocated to the Roadmap, no additional information on the script has been
submitted to the Unicode Technical Committee, not even ‘an exploratory code table”. This preliminary pro-
posal aims to give some digital dignity to Elymaic and to build a foundation for a future encoding for the
script. It provides a tentative character repertoire and code chart, a brief description of the script, and a few
specimens illustrating usage of the script. Research is ongoing and a formal proposal is forthcoming.

2 Description

Elymaic is a historical right-to-left script derived from Imperial Aramaic. Also known as ‘Elymaean’ in
English scholarly literature, the name ‘Elymaic’ refers to Elymais, a state within the Parthian empire (247
ൻർൾ – 224 ർൾ) that is situated in the present-day region of Khuzestan in Iran. The name ‘Elymais’ is the
Hellenic designation (Ἐλυμαΐς) for the region known in Sumerian as elam and in Akkadian as elamū, which
has come down to English as ‘Elam’. The earliest attestions of the script are inscriptions on coins and other
media dated to the 2nd century ർൾ (see enclosed figures). Elymaic is related to other ancient Iranian scripts
derived from Aramaic, such as Parthian, Sogdian, and Khwarezmian, but it is sufficiently distinct from these
to be encoded separately in Unicode.

The tentative encoded repertoire for Elymaic contains the following characters, as shown in the table below,
with representative glyphs and Latin transliterations. The glyphs are based upon forms found in charts and
reproductions of inscriptions in secondary literature. These glyphs are presented as an aid for discussion,
and may change as a result of additional research.

1 http://www.unicode.org/roadmaps/smp/smp-3-0.html
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Glyph Character name Latin

�� ൾඅඒආൺංർ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൺඅൾඉඁ ʾ
�� ൾඅඒආൺංർ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൻൾඍඁ β

�� ൾඅඒආൺංർ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඀ංආൾඅ γ

�� ൾඅඒආൺංർ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൽൺඅൾඍඁ δ

�� ൾඅඒආൺංർ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඁൾ h

�� ൾඅඒආൺංർ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඐൺඐ w

�� ൾඅඒආൺංർ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඓൺඒංඇ z

�� ൾඅඒආൺංർ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඁൾඍඁ ḥ

�� ൾඅඒආൺංർ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඍൾඍඁ ṭ

�� ൾඅඒආൺංർ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඒඈൽඁ y

�� ൾඅඒආൺංർ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඄ൺඉඁ k

�� ൾඅඒආൺංർ අൾඍඍൾඋ අൺආൾൽඁ l

�� ൾඅඒආൺංർ අൾඍඍൾඋ ආൾආ m

�� ൾඅඒආൺංർ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඇඎඇ n

�� ൾඅඒආൺංർ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඌൺආൾ඄ඁ s

�� ൾඅඒආൺංർ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൺඒංඇ ʿ
�� ൾඅඒආൺංർ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඉൾ p

�� ൾඅඒආൺංർ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඌൺൽඁൾ ṣ

�� ൾඅඒආൺංർ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඊඈඉඁ q

�� ൾඅඒආൺංർ අൾඍඍൾඋ උൾඌඁ r

�� ൾඅඒආൺංർ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඌඁංඇ š

�� ൾඅඒආൺංർ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඍൺඐ t
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2.1 Tentative Character Data

In the format of UnicodeData.txt:

10EE0;ELYMAIC LETTER ALEPH;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;
10EE1;ELYMAIC LETTER BETH;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;
10EE2;ELYMAIC LETTER GIMEL;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;
10EE3;ELYMAIC LETTER DALETH;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;
10EE4;ELYMAIC LETTER HE;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;
10EE5;ELYMAIC LETTER WAW;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;
10EE6;ELYMAIC LETTER ZAYIN;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;
10EE7;ELYMAIC LETTER HETH;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;
10EE8;ELYMAIC LETTER TETH;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;
10EE9;ELYMAIC LETTER YODH;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;
10EEA;ELYMAIC LETTER KAPH;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;
10EEB;ELYMAIC LETTER LAMEDH;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;
10EEC;ELYMAIC LETTER MEM;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;
10EED;ELYMAIC LETTER NUN;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;
10EEE;ELYMAIC LETTER SAMEKH;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;
10EEF;ELYMAIC LETTER AYIN;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;
10EF0;ELYMAIC LETTER PE;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;
10EF1;ELYMAIC LETTER SADHE;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;
10EF2;ELYMAIC LETTER QOPH;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;
10EF3;ELYMAIC LETTER RESH;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;
10EF4;ELYMAIC LETTER SHIN;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;
10EF5;ELYMAIC LETTER TAW;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;;

3 References

Everson, Michael. 2001. “Roadmapping early Semitic scripts”. N2311. http://std.dkuug.dk/jtc1/
sc2/wg2/docs/n2311.pdf

Henning, W. B. 1952. “Monuments and Inscriptions of Tang-i Sarvak”. Asia Major, vol. 2, pp. 151–178.

Naveh, Joseph. 1997. Early History of the Alphabet: An Introduction to West Semitic Epigraphy and
Palaeography. Reprint, 2nd rev. ed., 1987. Jerusalem: Magnes Press, Hebrew University.
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Letters
10EE0 �� ELYMAIC LETTER ALEPH
10EE1 �� ELYMAIC LETTER BETH
10EE2 �� ELYMAIC LETTER GIMEL
10EE3 �� ELYMAIC LETTER DALETH
10EE4 �� ELYMAIC LETTER HE
10EE5 �� ELYMAIC LETTER WAW
10EE6 �� ELYMAIC LETTER ZAYIN
10EE7 �� ELYMAIC LETTER HETH
10EE8 �� ELYMAIC LETTER TETH
10EE9 �� ELYMAIC LETTER YODH
10EEA �� ELYMAIC LETTER KAPH
10EEB �� ELYMAIC LETTER LAMEDH
10EEC �� ELYMAIC LETTER MEM
10EED �� ELYMAIC LETTER NUN
10EEE �� ELYMAIC LETTER SAMEKH
10EEF �� ELYMAIC LETTER AYIN
10EF0 �� ELYMAIC LETTER PE
10EF1 �� ELYMAIC LETTER SADHE
10EF2 �� ELYMAIC LETTER QOPH
10EF3 �� ELYMAIC LETTER RESH
10EF4 �� ELYMAIC LETTER SHIN
10EF5 �� ELYMAIC LETTER TAW

Printed using UniBook™
(http://www.unicode.org/unibook/)
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Figure 1: Comparison of Elymaic, Mandaic, and other scripts (from Naveh 1997: 137).
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Figure 2: Comparison of Aramaic and Parthian with Elymaic letters used on coins and inscriptions
at Tang-i Sarvak (from Henning 1952: 168).
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Figure 3: Elymaic inscription on the tetradrachm of Kamnaskires Orodes: kbnškyr wrwd MLKʾ BR
wrwd MLKʾ “King Kamnaskires Orodes, son of King Orodes” (from Henning 1952: 164).

Figure 4: Renderings of Elymaic inscriptions at Tang-i Sarvak (from Henning 1952: 170).
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