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\ I. Proposal\

This document requests to change all the representative glyphs and the first final forms of U+1874 MONGOLIAN
LETTER MANCHU KA in the code charts from the small horizontal rightward tails to the normal-size horizontal
rightward tails.

the representative Manchu & Mongolian g Sibe k a
glyph and/or
the first final form U+1874 U+182D U+1863 U+1820

the Unicode \/ \/
Standard 9.0 “’ “’ ’
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Proposed ﬂ/

Altogether there are five places in the Unicode Standard 9.0 that should be modified.

The first place:

1800 Mongolian 18AF
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1800 1810 1820 1830 1840 1850 1860 1870 1880 1890 18A0
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1801 1811 1821 1831 1841 1851 1861 1871 1881 1891 18A1

the Unicode
Standard 9.0
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1802 1812 1822 1832 1842 1852 1862 1872 1882 1892 18A2
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1803 1813 1823 1833 1843 1853 1863 1873 1883 1893 18A3

1804 1814 1824 1834 1844 1854 1864 1874 1884 1894 184
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The second and the third places:

1874 '« MONGOLIAN LETTER MANCHU KA
~ 1874 £ first form (initial)
~ 1874 w first form (medial)
~ 1874w first form (final)

the Unicode
Standard 9.0

The fourth and the fifth places:

1874 nl| MONGOLIAN LETTER MANCHU K 1881 oo \RIAISXJFSG(:

e
1874 1881

ﬂ- first form (initial)

the Unicode
Standard 9.0

second f

g

1874 1881 1808

rr first form (medial) 1887 r MONGO
1874 1887

first form (final) Y= firstforn
1874 1887
m  second form (medial) Y= firstforn

ey

|11. Attestations

Relevant Document: 1.2/17-009 Proposal to encode one Manchu letter

The Manchu alphabet was converted from the Mongolian alphabet with lots of modifications and additions. The
modification to the Manchu letter k is to change the final form of the original Mongolian letter g from the
original small horizontal rightward tail (hereafter referred to as the mall tail) to the normal-size horizontal
rightward tail (hereafter referred to as the big tail). The Manchu letter m was also experienced the similar change
from the Mongolian letter m.

The Sibe alphabet was converted from the Manchu alphabet with a few modifications and additions. The Sibe
letter k£ removed a tooth (Manchu/Sibe: el argan; Chinese: FZF ziyd) from Manchu letter &, while the big tail
was untouched.

In Mongolian, the big tails are used in the final forms of letters a (U+1820 MONGOLIAN LETTER A), e (U+1821
MONGOLIAN LETTER E), n (U+1828 MONGOLIAN LETTER NA) and d (U+1833 MONGOLIAN LETTER DA); the
small tails are used in the final forms of letters ¢ (U+182C MONGOLIAN LETTER QA), g (U+182D MONGOLIAN
LETTER GA) and m (U+182E MONGOLIAN LETTER MA). Generally speaking, m’s tail is a bit longer than ¢’s and
g’s tails, but significantly shorter than the long tail, so ¢’s, g’s and m’s tails are all categorized as the short tails
in Mongolian grammar and calligraphy books. In Manchu and Sibe, the big tails are used for all the counterparts.

The following table shows the difference between the big tails and the small tails. The small tails are highlighted
in green.
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Mongolian ~ 1 i “’i i %
SRS ESE A AR
Todo 2 1 ’i i
Manchu ~ L L L £
t | 1] g i t
Sibe ~ L L L £
t U it

In the Qing Dynasty, the Manchu letters & and m were always written in the big tails, and the small tails were
never used in the final £ and m in any writing styles. When Manchu and Mongolian were written together, the
big tails and the small tails are distinct from each other. See I11.4 Example 4.

If we compare the glyphs of U+1820, U+185D, U+1863 and U+1874 in the code chart of Unicode Standard
9.0, U+1874 is obviously using the small tail, which is incorrect for U+1874. See the picture below.
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Note: U+1820: a (Mongolian/Todo/Manchu/Sibe)

U+185D: e (Manchu/Sibe)
U+1863: k (Sibe)

U+1874: k (Manchu)

the Unicode
Standard 9.0
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| IIL Text Examples |

II1.1 Example 1 (Manchu: big tails)

ka ga ha kan gan han kak gak hak kat gat hat kam gam ham

i%\ laﬁ}} i_ f%f i @E&, {i{ M'éf,' 2 lft}
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Copd 38T H L) (Yuzhi Zengdmg Qingwén Jian): Twelve Character Heads

The final forms of the Manchu letters a, n, £, t, and m in the above pictures are all using the big tails

II1.2 Example 2 (Manchu: big tails)
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CETE5 X)) (Qing-Han Duiyin Zi Shi), p. 60

The final forms of the Manchu letters a, e, m, and & in the above picture are all using the big tails.
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I11.3 Example 3 (Manchu: big tails)

ka ga ha kan gan han kak gak hak kat gat hat kam gam ham

(38523 (Chixué Zhiméng Gé)

The above Manchu syllables are written in the semi-cursive script (running script). The final forms of the
Manchu letters a, n, k, t, and m in the above pictures are all using the big tails.

p. 33, vol. 29
(Manchu part:
big tails)

111.4 Example 4 (Manchu and Mongolian)

veoefinala e, oyefinalk e final k

vep yefinaln *
\L .i ¥ P 1 |
0...-‘: ”l_l »®
final g final m p. 5, vol. 2
small tail small tail i : E (Mongolian part)
* .‘ f
A ™.~ final n 7
3 2{ big tail

() ZARE LY (Yuzhi Wiiti Qingwén Jian)
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The above Manchu and Mongolian are in the same writing style (standard script) and the same size. Manchu q,
n and k are using the big tails; Mongolian # is using the big tail, and g and m are using the small tails.

II1.5 Example 5 (Mongolian)

(F ALY, NSFHRF R, FERTERE, 1999 4
Mongolian-Chinese Dictionary, Inner Mongolia University Publishing House, Hohhot, 1999: p. 219

Mongolian final m: small tail.
Mongolian final g: small tail.
Mongolian final n: big tail.

I11.6 Example 6 (Mongolian)

(RzEe) (55=k) Rk, Jbst, 2005 4
Chinese-Mongolian Dictionary, 3rd Ed., the Ethnic Publishing House, Beijing, 2005: p. 63

Mongolian final m: small tail.
Mongolian final #: big tail.
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