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1 Proposal for New Emoji

This is a proposal for the addition of a jigsaw puzzle piece emoji to the Unicode character
set. Jigsaw puzzles have their origin in geography learning games, invented by the Britisch
cartographer British John Spilsbury. To puzzle means “to bewilder, to confound”. The
term is probably the frequentative of pose, an old word for perplez.[2] Solving puzzles of
all kinds is a widely participated hobby. Only a small fraction of puzzles are actually
jigsaw puzzles. The characteristic form of a jigsaw puzzle piece (#¢), however, is so
well-recognized, that it stands for any kind of puzzles today.

2 Names

2.1 CLDR short name

Recommended name: jigsaw puzzle piece

2.2 CLDR keywords

Recommended keywords: puzzle, piece, plugin

3 Images

4 Selection Factors — Inclusion

4.1 Compatibility

There are several existing fonts which contain jigsaw puzzle pieces, notably Jigsaw Pieces
TFB, Fonts Bomb JiIGSAW and mashy Jigsaw. While the first one contains lots of
different puzzle pieces, the others use jigsaw puzzle pieces as a letter decoration. All
those fonts are primary used for ornaments and headlines. They are not suitable for long
texts. Because this submission is only for one jigsaw puzzle piece, which does not enclose
any letters or numbers, this is not an issue.

Jigsaw puzzle pieces are implemented as vendor-specific emoji in lots of software
products, however they are usually encoded with properitary notations, like :puzzle:
or even bitmap files.

4.2 Expected usage level

Frequency Because of the numerous different meanings of a jigsaw puzzle piece character
(¥¢), a high usage level is expected. In figure |4 you see a comparsion of the usage of the
term puzzle and some other popular games.

Multiple usages A jigsaw puzzle piece may have several meanings, including, but not
limited to:



e a mystery, riddle, problem, challenge, puzzle

a strong connection, a part of a whole

e a difficultness indicator (e.g.: # = easy, ¥r¥r = medium, ¥r¥e¥ = hard)

a module or a plugin (in software applications)

puzzle games (genre of computer and board games)

the number of pieces in a box, this is not limited to jigsaw puzzles

an outdated(?) symbol for autism awareness|1]

literally a jigsaw puzzle piece

Use in Sequences Followed by a number, the puzzle piece emoji indicates the number
of parts in a box (e.g. #1000). This is not limited to jigsaw puzzle boxes.

4.3 Image distinctiveness

Although there are different shapes of jigsaw puzzle pieces (arrangement of ears and
notches, border pieces, irregulary pieces), the very special form of jigsaw puzzle is
absolutely distinct from any existing Unicode character.

4.4 Completeness

The jigsaw puzzle piece is not part of any existing emoji sets. The nearest counterpart
would be the game die U+1F3B2 emoji, because it is also game-related. While the jigsaw
puzzle piece may describe brain-teasing games, the game die stands for luck-based ones.

4.5 Frequently requested

Figure [5| shows a selection of Twitter users who complain the lackage of a puzzle piece
emoji. There is also a Stack Overflow discussion about the missing jigsaw puzzle piece
character in the Unicode standard.|3]

5 Selection Factors — Exclusion

5.1 Overly specific

The name of the jigsaw puzzle piece is very generic and allows different representation of
the emoji (color, arrangement of ears and notches, .. .)

Because of the many different possible interpretations of a jigsaw puzzle piece, you
simply cannot tell that the character is overly specific.



5.2 Open-ended

To avoid lots of different needless jigsaw puzzle piece characters like those used in Jigsaw
Pieces TFB (fig. @, there should be ensured, that only one new Unicode character is
implemented.

5.3 Already Representable

Although the emoji input latin uppercase (U+1F520) may be used for crossword puzzles
and its counterpart U+1F522 for number puzzles (like Sudoku or Kakuro), this is not
the intended purpose for those characters. The black question mark ornament (U+2753)
may stand for a puzzle or a challenging situation, but it cannot represent “part of a
whole” or number of pieces. For those meanings, the existing emoji chains (U426D3),
respectively black medium square (U+25FC) may be used.

5.4 Logos, brands, Ul icons, signage, specific people, deities

Jigsaw puzzle pieces appear in several different logos, see figure [7]] A notable one is
the Microsoft Office 97 logo: The jigsaw puzzle pieces represent the four applications
PowerPoint, Word, Outlook and Excel, which can be seen as modules or as the parts of
the whole program suite, complementing each other.

Wikipedia’s logo shows an unfinished spherical jigsaw puzzle, whose pieces contain the
letter W in several different scripts. This symbolic means that people from all over the
world can contribute to and be part of this open, collaborative encyclopedia.

The shape of a jigsaw puzzle piece is not protected and may be used regardless of any
existing logos using it.

5.5 Transient

As you see in figure [4] there is a slight higher interest in puzzles before Christmas. The
long-time popularity of puzzles - unlike that of Mahjong - is stable, though. It would be
very improbably that puzzles lose in popularity.

5.6 Faulty Comparison

There are no known issues here.

6 Sort location
6.1 Category

Recommended category: game

6.2 Emoji before
Recommended emoji before: spade suit (U+2660)



7 Other Information
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Figure 1: A puzzle box, note how Schmidt Spiele uses the # emoji in the meaning of
“number of pieces”



Figure 2: An emoji-themed puzzle



Figure 3: A pair of friendship pendants with the “parts-of-a-whole theme”



® puzzle @ chess @ domino @ mahjong

Suchbegriff Suchbegriff Suchbegriff Suchbegriff +
Weltweit « Letzte 5 Jahre « Alle Kategorien « Websuche «
Interesse im zeitlichen Verlauf @ -
Durchschnitt 10.06.2012 16.02.2074 25.10.2015

Figure 4: Google Trends, puzzle compared to other popular games



W Laurie® @calichk77 - 7. Juni
@hey_doughnuts und 9 weitere

Antwort an @jaydn

E

& & yassss! They need a puzzle piece emoji

Jillian Heise @heisereads - 4. Juni

Antwort an @2dCale

)
&

Haha. Perfect! | mean, really, where's the puzzle piece emoji when
you need one?! #WhereOliverFits I'm excited for Adventure though!

hilary @hilarysarobot - 4. Juni
| ®¥ed at what * &£y Xx 1} chose for their g g with R (no
puzzle piece emoji!) #emojiyourphd

Kaktysl.' @kaktys_kral - 3. Juni
Let me tell y'all how nerdy | can be...

| downloaded a puzzle app on my phone.

*inserts puzzle piece emoji*

mackenzie feeley @mackenzie 23 - 29. Mai
@Apple forever wishing there was a puzzle piece emoji for autism
awareness @

Gnom @WikiGnom - 7. Apr.
Hey @Evertype, what do you think about the idea of a jigsaw puzzle
piece emoji?

Ehxzorbha @TnTAw8S5taur - 6. Apr.
AAPL get a middle puzzle piece emoji between you and me.

Makyla @makylaportee - 5. Feb.
H *puzzle piece emoji*

chalsssss @chaaalsl3
Please go and like our pic so we can win $100 towards Autism
Speaks!!! #XoXi axidecu's photo instagram.com/p/BQElyH5A603/

celina @0hltsMeCee - 3. Feb.

THESagerbomb

F?

haha I'll settle for hearts. | think we need a puzzle piece emoji for
Autism & a ribbon for cancer awareness tol

Brittany Walsh @BKW2206 - 18. Jan.
And now I'm disappointed that there isn't a puzzle piece emoji but
we have this shit *, ‘DQ\ we really need both, right?!

Claudia Simard @claudia_simard - 14. Mai
I need a puzzle piece emoji | could put "'
as a caption on my pictures with it

my missing puzzle piece"

Jessica Johnson @ClosetBlondeMom - 3. Mai

Facebook can we please have a puzzle piece emoji for autism
e oae W o s

e

Suwop @suwxp - 26. Apr.
The theme of today?: EVERYTHING HAPPENS FOR A REASON *puzzle
piece emoji*

SavannahSwierczynski

Antwort an @sopphhiaaa_

@_savannah725 - 22. Apr.

Puzzle piece emoji

Emily Walter @thetigermily - 18. Apr.
The highlight of my evening was finding a frog in our pond and making
progress on 1k piece emoji puzzle. #adultinghard

Alicia Rogan Franco @13azliciarose - 14, Apr.
| just spent forever looking for a puzzle piece, a clown, or a saw emoji
in reference to Jigsaw from Saw. My dissatisfaction is at its peak.

F': John{= Douglas F': @cnyautofreak - 2. Apr.
#WorldAutismAwarenessDay didnt get a puzzle piece emoji from
@twitter? REALLY? Pathetic. apparently you need to pay them to do
that...#Greed

illian Heise @heisereads -

26. Jan.

Antwort an @2dCale @TundraBooks

Well, that's super exciting news for a Wednesday!! {Where's a puzzle
piece emoji when you need one?}

@_Queenlola - 26. Jan.
Why is there no puzzle piece emoji '~

Figure 5: Various Twitter users requesting a jigsaw puzzle piece emoji

10



i

nn- =+ Lt _H_i o o i} 0—

0 o 5] 3 L T3] 0 -

9- o = r- — m :.u._ F_ 9‘
[N [ar] 5] - L T3] i} =] -
_H_‘ ol [ i} O‘AH 4“ E‘- _H_‘
ol ] [ = T3] N [t} 0 r-
r- ‘ — o L Fn_ﬂ Su.. D‘WT—
[N o] o - =+ [iy] i} =] [
E_ o} fan 4. E._H_ o] E‘.E_
0l o o s =+ n 0 i} =
5— L o 3* = r- — o 5_
[N ol 5] =+ =+ L [t} 0 r-
4— L ) ] [ ﬁ‘. = s 4-
=¥ 0 5] - - n =} =] -
3- ) - — m 5* . o 3_
0l [N o =+ =+ N iy 0 =
2. E- i} = AH* <+ Lt o 2‘
[y [N o 3 + L Tg] 0 -
1. _H_. L . 9“ [op] i r- 1‘
[ 0 5] o =+ [iy] Ty 0 -

Figure 6: Font map of Jigsaw Pieces TFB

11



orss]
Q’)CluePad

Grow your online presence

,;\\

7 e

.
L o /é)

/
Q

/W@If
=
o

\\\,\;& P

WIKIPEDIA

The Free Encyclopedia

Figure 7: Different logos including the #¢ emoji
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