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Georgian Capital letters
‘Asomtavruli (Khutsur)
10A0 - 10CF

Georgian letters
Mihedruii

10D0 - 10FF

Georgian Supplement

The representation of Mtavruli letters in the Uni-
versal Character Set (see proposal L2/16-081 www.
unicode.org/L2/L.2016/16081-n4712-georgian.pdf)
discussed at the 151st Unicode Technical Commit-
tee meeting was resolved positively. This result
gave rise to positive reactions among Georgian
users, resulting in a great desire by many of them
to make use of Mtavruli characters as quickly as
possible. The initiative group that has been work-
ing with the Unicode Technical Committee and
with ISO/TEC JTC1/SC2 throughout the process,
understands that implementation will take time
and require the taking of certain actions. These
are described in detail in this document:

Mtavruli Georgian capital
Small letters letters
(Khutsuri) Nuskhuri

(Georgian Extended block
2D00 - 2D2F 1C90..1CBF)
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UPDATING FONT-FILES:

Despite the fact that the Unicode Standard and
ISO/TIEC 10646 have existed since 1991, many
so-called ASCII-based fonts are still widely
used in Georgia, resulting in numerous prob-
lems for the Georgian users. One of the reasons
for Georgian users have been using this type of
fonts is that the Universal Character Set did not
offer encoding support for all Georgian char-
acters — Asomtavruli and Nuskhuri, as well
as Mkhedruli and Mtavruli. Fonts sometimes
placed Georgian glyphs in the code positions
used for Latin letters. In some cases Mtavruli
glyphs were placed in code positions used by
Asomtavruli characters. And sometimes even
the Private Use Area was used, causing a num-
ber of problems.

According to the decision made by the 151st
meeting of the Unicode Technical Committee,
3 columns (1C90..1CBF) have been allocated for
Mtavruli letters, which means that in the future
the Standard will offer complete support for all
Georgian characters, and that fonts based on the
other various methods will no longer be needed.
In fact, they should no longer be used.

Most if not all of the fonts using the ASCII-based
standard today can be found on a single web-
page at www.fonts.ge, and so controlling the
spread of their use will not be much of a chal-
lenge. The initiative group is in touch with the
administration of this web-site, who have indi-
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cated their readiness to provide support by any
means necessary. This website has up to 10,000
visitors monthly. We have received detailed sta-
tistics from the fonts.ge administration, which
show that in the first 4 months of this year, there
were a total of 46 630 downloads, 56% of which
were Unicode Standard-based font files; the rest
were ASCII and other encodings.

In this regard, the situation has improved sig-
nificantly compared to that of previous years,
considering that the number of Unicode-based
font downloads was extremely low back then.
Several factors have contributed to this. Firstly,
ASCII-based fonts have been removed from the
first page of the website. They can only be found
through the search function. Second, such fonts
also feature a note on top: “It is not recommend-
ed to use this font. FONTS.GE recommends
using only Unicode fonts”. The initiative group
plans to have even closer cooperation with the
website administration to eliminate this prob-
lem step-by-step.

We have also gathered statistics regarding the
most popularly downloaded fonts throughout
the existence of the website. This data is inter-
esting and useful in determining which fonts are
to be updated first of all, so that users don’t face
problems with their favourite fonts.
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20090510 - 20170430 2009 2010
fontID| fontName

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

ol Ratio ol | Ratio | DI | Ratio

ol | Rao | DI Rao | DI | Ratio DI | Ratio | DI | Ratio | DI | Ratio

2|AcadNusx 337,637 13.23% 14,848| 10.07%| 47,084| 13.24%| 51,434| 15.65%| 50,341| 16.60%| 48,919| 14.55%| 43,893| 15.14%| 39,479 13.39%| 36,063| 11.09%| 6,542| 3.81%)

3|AcadMtavr 113,802 4.46% 5,715| 3.88%| 17,745| 4.99%| 18,206 5.54%| 16,809| 5.54%| 15,648| 4.65%| 13,909| 4.80%| 12,743| 4.32%| 11,391| 350%| 1,917| 1.12%

126Sylfaen (BPG Glaho Sylfaen) 111,329  436% 3,995 271%[ 14,075| soex| 16,194| aow| 15,612| sasu| 15,039| aars 13,773| arsu| 11,908 aoe| 15,202] arox| 6361] 70%

59|Acad Nusx Geo 100,149 3.92%) 5,007| 340%| 15,896| 4.47%| 16,117| 4.91%| 14,767| 4.87%| 13,534| 4.03%| 12,150 4.19%| 11,014| 374%| 9,331| 287%| 2,769| 1.61%)

16 LitNusx 62,004 2.43% 3,385 230%| 10,682| 300%| 10,077 307%| 9,187| 303%| 8,468| 2524 6981 241%| 6432| 218%| 5695 175%| 1,292 075%)

1|BPG Glaho 43,904 1.72%) 2,240 152%| 6,540| 184%| 6,000 183% 5,813 192% 5,434| 162% 5,089| 176%| 4,950 168% 5,797| 178%| 2,375| 1.38%]

81|Avaza 39,245 1.54%) 2,117| 144%| 6,753| 190%| 6,306/ 192%| 5,939| 196% 5219| 155% 4,718| 163%| 4,129| 140%| 3,587| 1.10%] 530| 031%]

231|Geo AcadNusx Normal 35,186  1.38% 1,999 136 6356 179%| 6,008| 1sex| 5319 175%| 4,522| 13w 3833 13| 3518) 119 3,077 oosw| 533| o

362|Geo ABC 33,676 1.32%) 2,273| 154%| 6,505/ 183%| 5897| 179%| 5,082| 168% 4,236| 126% 3,454| 119%| 3,228| 109%| 2,705 0.83% 328 0.19%|

626|Geo G&G_Grigolia 24,736 0.97%} 1,606 109% 4,563| 128% 4,152| 126% 3,736 123%| 3,089| 092% 2,576| 089%| 2,442| 083%| 2,375 0.73% 224  0.13%|

All downloads 2552811 33| [ 147,457 29299 355,498] 3831 328571] 42.76%] 303,326] 43.72%[ 336,170] 36.90%] 289,904 38.07¢] 204,860 3386%] 325,259] 29304 171,766| 13324
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This graph shows clearly that the number of
ASCII-based font downloads has been slowly
decreasing, though their number is still quite
high. The most frequently downloaded font —
AcadNusx — has recently lost the scale of its
popularity, but it is still being used so much that
it often exceeds other font downloads twice;
thus we consider updating and standardizing it
as well as other popular ASCII-based fonts to be
absolutely necessary.

The table shows that BPG fonts hold a certain
share of all fonts widely used in Georgia.
These fonts are in compliance with the Unicode
standard, but most of them feature Mtavruli
letters either in the Private Area, or in the
place of Asomtavruli; Besarion Gugushvili
(the creator of these fonts) himself is currently
working to update all these files and to ensure
that users receive new standard fonts, that
will simultaneously be distributed on his own
website: www.bpgfonts.wordpress.com

Withregard to the ASCII-based fonts, represented
largely in this table — they will also be converted
to UCS encoding and Mtavruli characters will
be added to the new Mtavruli block. (Most if
not all of these fonts have Mtavruli letters that
are currently represented in a separate file in the
ASCII-based standard as well.) This work can
be carried out using a special script, embedded
in the Glyphs font editing program, which will
identify Georgian letters, rearrange them to
the appropriate UCS block and in a matter of
seconds, the font file will conform to the Unicode
Standard. We have already developed the said
script with the help of GlyphsApp creators.

Monotype has also welcomed the fact that
Mtavruli letters will finally be allocated Unicode
blocks; this was previously confirmed in the
support letter by this company (see http:/www.
unicode.org/L2/L.2016/16081-n4712-georgian.
pdf p. 22).

Monotype is the most prominent foreign
company offering its clients Georgian fonts,
such as: Helvetica Georgian, FF Meta Georgian,
Sabon Georgian etc.. All of these fonts feature
Mtavruli letters, currently accessed through
a case feature; however, Monotype is ready to
update all of these files and switch them to the
new complete encoding standard for Georgian.
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The initiative group acknowledges the fact that
fonts are also to be updated by the companies
producing operating systems. Apple uses San
Francisco for its main OS font, which currently
does not feature Georgian characters; in Apple
systems Georgian texts are displayed using the
Helvetica font (Mkhedruli and Asomtavruli
only), which does not feature Mtavruli, but,
as we have mentioned, Monotype has created
a version of Helvetica which also incorporates
Mkhedruli and Mtavruli letters.

In operating systems produced by Microsoft,
Georgian texts are mainly displayed using either
Sylfaen or Segoe UI, neither of which feature
Mtavruli letters. The initiative group will be
working in this direction and provide Microsoft
any kind of consultation necessary. Microsoft
Georgia www.microsoft.com/ka-ge/about is
also interested in the matter.

As for Google, Georgian Asomtavruli, Nuskhu-
ri and Mkhedruli letters already exist in the
typeface Noto they have created; during consul-
tation we have informed them that it would be a
good idea to create Mtavruli characters as well,
an idea to which they were open. The only chal-
lenge was that these letters didn’t have a UCS
code points. We expect both Google and Mono-
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type would be glad to reflect Mtavruli charac-
ters in the next Noto update.

With Mozilla OS there hasn’t been a Georgian
font until now, but work has been carried out
on the matter for the past several months and
in future there will be an open-source font fea-
turing both Mkhedruli and Mtavruli letters. The
work on this font is almost complete. It will be
required to arrange Mtavruli letters to their ap-
propriate code points, but this is not a problem.

Linux uses the DejaVu fonts family for Georgian
texts which features all Georgian scripts inclu-
ding Mtavruli. At the moment, Mtavruli is loca-
ted in the Private Area and Besarion Gugushvili
(the creator of the Georgian part of the font) is
already working on switching it to appropriate
code points and the spread of its update.
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UhSUYF 0300930000363
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It is also important that the software in which
font-developers are creating files are also
updated. The initiative group has already been
in touch with the creators of the Glyphs program
and Mtavruli capital letters are currently on
the list of scripts, however, they are presented
without the Unicode. Later, once the Mtavruli
block has been finally approved for Mtavruli



Letters

Old Georgian

Other

‘Ygbodsdolbo demmzgdo dmogdymo sbmgdobmgol,
3mbodbynmo  3Mma®msdol  IGoMImgdmagdo  dmbe-
Mo 0dbgdosb  3owgg ghobgm  asbssbemb
Jodornmo sbmgdol ggmo s dmegtyem sbmgdols
‘Ygbodsdolo 3megdog domommb.

Loobooosdogm xangol Fggmgdo sbggg 0s650-
IOHmdmmdgb  TTFAutohunt-ols  99dJdbgemmsb,
Werner Lemberg-mob, ®ols  dgogamsi 938 ™-
306009060 33 3603369 8msb 3MmgdEdo Tgz00s
Jodornmo Ibgodgmo ©sdFgHmmds. bnbgdmogos
0530005639 0gm  Fgomogsbgdnmo  Jotonem  sbm-
603sbms o 3md3mgdBo, GmIgmo IMo(3o3s
d03gM e Sbmgdbsg, doamsd 0dol asdm Gmd d
OOmobomgol  dmegdgmb  nboggdbsmn®o  Lod-
Sommms  ba3Mmgdol  FbomEeEgMs oM as3hbs
TTFAutohunt-do gg® sobobs dmogdrnmo sbmgdo.
dm 353530 30 L0bO(305E03M RANA0 3S93Mdgmgdl
33 3035M0mgdom INTomdsls s J;nsgd o sbm-
q00l 0b@gaMo(305 0bggg Fmbrgds 93 3Mmygds)do,
0bggg, ®mam®g dbgdmo sbmgdo ©ogdsd)s.

3235300&IAH0OL FITIVO3JdS:

9ol Ipamds®mgmodom LodsOmggmmdo o6 sMbg-
om0l 3mo309E Mol gHmgbymo, BM®ISm©o
LEIBIMB)0.

M5 99bgos Jotmgmo 3mogosgn®gool obigm-
®03L, gb g39moxgo Lsdgdoo 356569000056 -
ofygm: Jodogmo Lsdgd&wo 3s6gs6960 domomsws
295dmEomEs 03 39M0mEJ0, HmEILss Lads®mnggmm
LOEZMmS  39gdoMol bsfomo ogm, Tgbsdsdobo
obobo F9gLodsdgdmmab Gl LBObsMBL, Mo
0dsl 60dbsgs, M®MI JoOmymo sbmgdo asbems-
290mo 093696 03 Sa0mgdBy, Losws dsmo
‘Ygbodsdolbo goomoiol sbm-603db6gd0 — Gplyem
353098y17Mg8Bg. Imag0569d00m, HmOaLss 3md3o-
9890900  F99m3z00005, 2530 GgmEs 53 Lydgdwo
356g96900L ImEgemBy 539070 33098 Mgd0,
Omdgmoi  Jodmggmds  dmdbds-mgdgmds  g9®
somgols.  90-0560  Fmmgdowsb, Lsdes®mggmmdo
Obnmo aogmgbgdo TgdoMs s Eal Ladsm-
ogmmdo 30639 Yebon®  gbs  (Hmdgmbss
dmdbdsMgdgmo 3m3309E9M9dbg Imobdsmgb) —oby-
moby®os, Tgbsdsdobs dmabdsmgdgeml dnodogsw

909305, 9930095  0bamobydo  BgdbBgdo, s

(0/7

letters, the developers of this program will
gladly update the Georgian letters field and
assign appropriate codes to Mtavruli letters as
well.

Members of the initiative group are also coop-
erating with Werner Lemberg, the creator of
TTFAutohint, resulting in Georgian Mkhedruli
script becoming a part of the rather important
autohint project. Naturally, the offer initially
covered the set of Georgian characters featuring
Mtavruli letters as well, but since Mtavruli did
not have UCS support at the time, it could not
be reflected in the TTFAutohint. The initiative
group is going to continue its work in this di-
rection and Mtavruli letters will be integrated
in this project, the same way Mkhedruli letters
were.

DEVELOPING A KEYBOARD:

As of today, there is no formal national keyboard
standard in Georgia.

As to the history of the Georgian keyboard —
it all started with typewriters: most Georgian
typewriters were produced in the time when
Georgia was a part of the USSR, and so they
complied with the Russian standard, meaning
that Georgian letters were located on the cor-
responding positions that Cyrillic letters had on
Russian typewriter keyboards. Later, with the
introduction of computers, these typewriters
served as models for keyboards, but these did
not turn out to be convenient and easy to mas-
ter for Georgian users. Beginning in the 1990s,
Russian influence declined and the English lan-
guage became the first foreign language (for
computer users, at least). Since computer users
had to make constant use of English, using the
Latin QWERTY layout there arose a desire for a
Georgian QWERTY-based layout as well, after
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the spread of which it became the only existing,
de facto standard. ASCII-based fonts mapped to
this layout.

When computers were introduced for prima-
ry-school students in Georgian schools, Cy-
rillic-based keyboards were available, though
QWERTY-based keyboards showed up later on.
Today, practically nobody uses any other type of
keyboard for Georgian texts.

It can be noted that the Cyrillic-based keyboard
did offer somewhat of an advantage over the
QWERTY-based keyboard, namely, that there
was an individual key for each character. Each
of the Georgian 33 letters (used in the contem-
porary Georgian language) had one key on a
Cyrillic-based keyboard, whereas the letters 9,
%, o, B, o, d, and y are typed with a shift-key
combination on QWERTY-based keyboards.
This might be considered to be a negative and
a non-ergonomic situation. But Georgian users
are so used to this layout that it seems impossi-
ble to teach them otherwise.

Considering the current situation, the initiative
group will continue working on developing fi-
nal version of the keyboard. But one thing is
clear: that Mtavruli letters should be accessed
via Caps Lock because the usage of the Mtavru-
li letters are used in whole-word capitalization,
that is, ALL CAPS.

The initiative group considers that everything
should remain as it is on the QWERTY
keyboard today, taking into account a number
of additional details that are important and have
been problematic before. The letters: 9, &, o,
B, o, d, and y will still be typed with the shift
key combination (as users are currently used
to), though in smartphones both the shift key
as well as the press-and-hold principle could be
used to access them; for example, pressing and
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holding “ls” (s) would result in typing “3d” (sh),
as is common on Latin smartphone keyboards
these days.

When discussing the matter of devising a
keyboard standard, the question as toof whether
the opportunity to use Mtavruli letters would
trigger changes in Georgian writing has arisen.
Would people begin to use Mtavruli letters in the
same manner it was used at the end of the 19th
century, when the first letter of a new sentence
was written in Mtavruli? The answer to this
question is simple: it is not to be expected, since
with these keyboard options, Mtavruli letters
will be available via the Caps Lock key and
not via the shift key, which in practical terms
mitigates against the idea of a user turning Caps
Lock on in the beginning of every sentence and
then turn it off and continue typing. It should
also be noted that even though there existed
Georgian typewriters which featured Mtavruli
letters that were accessed via the shift key,
still nobody used them to produced titlecased
words. Even with typewriters, the users used
Mtavruli letters for complete words in titles
and to highlight important text, just as ALL
CAPS is often used in Latin. Based on all of the
above, there are no changes to be expected to the
Georgian orthographic standard.

Of course, there could be single cases of some-
one using Mtavruli letters inappropriately, the
same way there are people today who use Asom-
tavruli as capitals (following a 20th-century
nonce practice of A. G. Shanidze). For example:

Togmd Mmggdedznman. TbpmMagmon SmmbMmodobn. — 2017. — 78 33.

Fogbn gedamogmos sbmdmegmym-3bgfmymo sbmgdnm. ChmdmegMymadn
BobdofMne mMomaMonnymo sbndbmgdno — sbomon Bnbowawgdnlb
3nmM3zamo boghyzob 3oMzamo obm s, 93Mam3, buggmemn o 3nMown
Labagmgdnlb JnM3zqmn sbmado.
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Obviously, this is a personal decision a user has
made and he has the freedom to do so. In the
same way someone might choose to write GeO,
which would be just as strange. Using this hybrid
Asomtavruli/Mkhedruli style is unusual and not
widespread. It is not expected that a title-cased
Mtavruli/Mkhedruli would become widespread
either, and keyboard input using Caps Lock will
make attempting it less attractive.

Moreover, the use of Mtavruli and Mkhedruli
letters in handwritten text makes it clear that
people know how and when to use them; there
are multiple examples to support this observa-
tion:
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Mtavruli letters are used where there are ALL
CAPS in the English text, while Mkhedruli is
used parallel to Latin lowercase text.

Besides the activities listed above, the initiative
group is ready to work with the manufacturers
of operating systems to ensure timely and com-
plete representation of Georgian Mtavruli letter
keyboards. For example, the Windows system
currently features not only the QWERTY key-
board, but also the so-called Georgian MES
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keyboard which replaces some punctuation with
Georgian letters, making them available with-
out the shift key but requiring punctuation to
be located elsewhere Adding Mtavruli letters to
Caps Lock access and improving several other
details will be necessary. With Mac OS there’s
only a Georgian QWERTY keyboard. As of i0OS
10, there is no Georgian keyboard at all and us-
ers have to integrate the Georgian keyboard into
iPhones by other means. We recognize that it is
important to cooperate closely with Apple and
other companies to improve and/or implement
Georgian keyboards in different systems.

CLDR UPDATES

CLDR data exists for Georgian, using Mkhedru-
li, and as such is accurate and non-problematic.
Some review may be taken of it in Georgia, par-
ticularly in regard to short abbreviations, to de-
termine whether use of Mtavruli might in some
cases be useful or preferable.

DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION TO THE
PUBLIC AND TO ORGANIZATIONS

The initiative group understands that now that
Mtavruli characters will be encoded, it is critical
to spread the news and explain it appropriately.
First and foremost, this means informing rele-
vant institutions, people working in the IT field,
and other interested parties. We have already be-
gun working in this direction and the results are
evident.

Since many people were expecting support for
Mtavruli letters from the Unicode Technical
Committee and from ISO/IEC JTC1/SC2, be-
cause the lack of a standardized representation
for Mtavruli letters bothered a good number of
people, some great feedback and positive reac-
tions have been received since the UTC’s 151
meeting where the decision was made to approve
Mtavruli characters for encoding in a future ver-
sion of the Unicode Standard. This information
has been disseminated to the Georgian media:
there have been reports online, in the radio and
television broadcasts, and general public dis-
cussions of the matter. Social media has been
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flooded with this information and many people
couldn’t hide their emotions: one user even wrote
that they found this news more exciting than that
of visa liberalization (Georgia was granted a vi-
sa-free access to Schengen countries at the end
of March).
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All of this is just a reflection of the first steps in
working with the media.

Obviously Georgian society should be further
informed on the subject, and all news should be
delivered to all interested parties, so that when
they need to use Mtavruli letters, they will know
how it is available or what it will require to
implement. The activities so far have shown that
in a small country like Georgia, information
spreads fast, and if there is media attention at
the scale this subject has received, we believe
that it will not be too problematic in terms of
informing the public as the roll-out of Mtavruli
support unfolds.

It is also important that on this path we have
support of organizations such as the advertising
and marketing studio Leavingstone, the mobile-
and web-application laboratory GeoLab, and
most importantly, two major banks: the Bank
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of Georgia and TBC Bank. This is important
because it reflects that these companies have
been constantly been striving to emphasize the
importance of Georgian written language and
its use in modern technologies.

For example, TBC Bank has a campaign
#(90gdomoymor  (#WriteInGeorgian) which
aims to encourage users to use the Georgian
alphabet when writing Georgian texts (since
there is no Georgian keyboard on certain mobile
devices, users tend to send SMSs and other
texts in Latin letters). The initiative group has
received confirmation that the details of the
encoding process for Mtavruli letters in the
standard will be included as a part of the public
awareness policy within the framework of TBC
Bank’s campaign.

The initiative group is also planning to start off
different campaigns in this direction; a website
www.mtavruli.ge will be launched with answers
to all possible questions users may have. Users
will be able to download and install keyboards,
fonts, etc.; there will be explanations of all the
details that could be important for representatives
of the IT community, and any technical details
that are vital in avoiding misunderstandings.

In cooperation with the creative agency
Leavingstone, we are planning to film and
distribute short videos explaining and delivering
this piece of news in an entertaining manner.

Different media outlets are ready to devote short
reports and articles to the news as the Mtavruli
letters progress to their official release as a part
of the next version of the standard.

The Thbilisi Internet Forum is an annual event
held in Tbilisi where there are panels held on
important changes and novelties in IT. The
Tbilisi Internet Forum (www.iftbilisi.ge) is
ready to engage in this direction and arrange
multiple discussions on the matter of Mtavruli
letters being represented in the UCS for any
upcoming forum.

Thilisi also hosts the largest annual developers’
festival GDG Devfest, organized by Google
Developer Group Thbilisi, where the addition of
Mtavruli letters to the Unicode standard and
to ISO/IEC 10646 will be allocated a separate
session on the Main Stage as well as an individual
stand throughout the festival where everybody
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who’s interested will be provided information
about the encoding of Mtavruli characters.

One of the supporters of the initiative group
is the state organization GITA (Georgia’s
Innovation and Technology Agency), which
will be publishing the information about the
integration of Mtavruli letters in the Unicode
Standard and ISO/IEC 16646 on its official
webpage (Www.gita.gov.ge).

In terms of raising public awareness, it is also
important that comprehensive information
reaches all companies and institutions that
work with textual data, different databases,
etc. During our cooperation with the Unicode
Consortium it has become clear that different
databases in Georgia still have problems these
days. One of these difficulties is that some of
the textual information at banks, publishing
houses, and other companies is still encoded
using ASCII-based fot layouts — these databases
require updating in any case. Since the majority
of companies need to update databases either
way, it is likely that they will also include
Mtavruli letters in these updates. This will only
bring about positive results in the future, which
is something people working in the IT field are
aware of, themselves.

For people working in the field of IT, all
necessary information and resources will be
collected and distributed through the special
website www.mtavruli.ge. Here, there will be
explanations as to what it means, in a technical
sense, to have Mtavruli letters encoded in the
UCS and what side effects it could cause for
existing systems. The website will also describe
the means of solving these problems and people
working in the IT will only have to check their
systems for compatibility to integrate the new
Unicode version, the same way they do with any
other software update.

This information will be shared through direct
communication at IT companies and other
technological institutions, as well as published
on social media, blogs, and in [T-related groups.

The initiative group understands that migration
will take time, however, we believe that, with
the help of different technological communities
(Google Developers Group Thbilisi, Google
Business Group Tbilisi, DroidUp, Data Science
Thbilisi, UX Designers, Women TechMakers
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Tbilisi, Machine Learning Tbilisi, Georgian
Web & Mobile Developers, Android Developers
Georgia, Kotlin Tbilisi, GeoLab Community,
Freeuni MACS, BTU Thbilisi, Big Data Georgia,
and others) and IT companies operating in
Georgia, we will be able to identify different
problems, describe means of solving them,
and spread all the necessary information for
members of the IT sector.

SUMMARY:

During the time spent on working with the Uni-
code Consortium we have seen much positive
feedback from the Georgian society which is
very eager to have the same orthographic oppor-
tunities in computer systems as it had with type-
writers.

Based on user demand, it is important for
Mtavruli letters to be added without delay to the
next versions of the Unicode Standard and ISO/
IEC 10646. Since the decision of the 151st UTC
meeting was announced, some users — not many
of them, butt still — have started to disseminate
the fonts and keyboards updated to the future
standard for Mtavruli letters Some have even
begun to write with these fonts in social networks,
etc.

Thus, we believe that it is critical for Georgian
typography and for Georgian users that Mtavruli
letters be integrated in the Unicode version 11.0,
or on a minor update of Unicode 10 if that were
appropriate.

The initiative group will continue working in
all directions relevant to finalizing this project.
We believe that, by working with different
organizations and interested parties, this path
will be covered without any particular challenges
and finally we will come to a single and complete
standard Georgian users have been waiting for
for so long.
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