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Introduction

Malayalam has following fractions involving quarter:

0D73 o MALAYALAM FRACTION ONE QUARTER

= kaal

0D74 & MALAYALAM FRACTION ONE HALF
= ara

0D75 e MALAYALAM FRACTION THREE QUARTERS
= mukkaal

Malayalam Unicode chart: http://unicode.org/charts/PDF/UQDQO.pdf

However, many 19th century Malayalam documents use the North Indian quarter forms as
well. Those forms are:

A830 | NORTH INDIC FRACTION ONE QUARTER
A831 Il NORTH INDIC FRACTION ONE HALF
A832 Il NORTH INDIC FRACTION THREE QUARTERS

Common Indic Number Forms Unicode chart: http://www.unicode.org/charts/PDF/UA830.pdf

However, this is not indicated either in the Malayalam section of the standard nor in the
Common Indic Number Forms. The ‘North Indic’ common prefix for the names of the
fractions could imply that it is not used in Malayalam.


http://unicode.org/charts/PDF/U0D00.pdf
http://www.unicode.org/charts/PDF/UA830.pdf

Attestations

Attestations from various sources are listed below:
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1873 - Sreemahabharatham - Vidyavilasam, Calicut, Cover page
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1856 - The Malayalam Reader Charles Collet, CMS Press Cottayam, Page 14,15




Annotation requests

Request 1

The chart for Common Indic Number Forms needs to add following to U+A830, U+A830,
and U+A830:

e Used in Malayalam also

Request 2

The Malayalam chart should add following annotation:
0D73 & MALAYALAM FRACTION ONE QUARTER
— A830 | NORTH INDIC FRACTION ONE QUARTER

0D73 eb MALAYALAM FRACTION ONE HALF
— A831 I NORTH INDIC FRACTION ONE HALF

0D73 e MALAYALAM FRACTION THREE QUARTERS
— A832 1l NORTH INDIC FRACTION THREE QUARTERS

Request 3
In section 12.9 Malayalam: Malayalam Numbers and Punctuation, following editorial change
is required:

Archaic Numbers. The characters used for the archaic number system, includes those
for 10, 100, and 1000, and fractions. The fractions of quarter, half and three quarters are
represented by both Malayalam specific characters and by their North Indic counterparts.

Request 4

The file ScriptExtensions.txt (http://www.unicode.org/Public/UNIDATA/ScriptExtensions.txt) heeds to be
updated for characters A830..A832 with the script code Mlym:

# Script_Extensions=Deva Gujr Guru Knda Kthi Mahj Mlym Modi Sind Takr Tirh

A830..A832 ; Deva Gujr Guru Knda Kthi Mahj Mlym Modi Sind Takr Tirh # No [3]
NORTH INDIC FRACTION ONE QUARTER..NORTH INDIC FRACTION THREE QUARTERS

# Script_Extensions=Deva Gujr Guru Knda Kthi Mahj Modi Sind Takr Tirh

A833..A835 ; Deva Gujr Guru Knda Kthi Mahj Modi Sind Takr Tirh # No [3] NORTH
INDIC FRACTION ONE SIXTEENTH..NORTH INDIC FRACTION THREE SIXTEENTHS


http://www.unicode.org/Public/UNIDATA/ScriptExtensions.txt

