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This presentation was prepared for the 2016 IUC conference. It describes the mission, membership, and
various working groups and committees that make up the Consortium.
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Unicode Growth
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Mission of the Unicode Consortium

Enable all the world's languages for use on computers everywhere, mobile to supercomputers
* Non-profit organization

* Funded by membership fees and donations

* Our specifications and data freely available

Work done by volunteers with key funding through Adopt-A-Character

Candice DeStefano
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Presentation Notes
The Unicode Consortium is dedicated to the goal that all the world's languages can be used on computers everywhere, from mobile phones to supercomputers.

The Consortium is a non-profit organization, funded by membership fees and donations from individuals, corporations, and other organizations. 

Our freely-available specifications and data form the foundation for software internationalization in all major operating systems, search engines, applications, and the World Wide Web. 

Almost all work is done by volunteers, people like you and can be funded by our Adopt-A-Character donation program, in addition to membership



http://unicode.org/draft/consortium/adopt-a-character.html

Membership

* Full: Voting members, run the consortium
Who we are

* Institutional: Voting members in technical committees

e Supporting: Voting members in technical committees (1/2 vote)

* Associate: Non-voting, contribute to technical work

* Individual and Student: Non-voting, contribute to technical work

[ How to join 1

* Liaison: Non-voting, contribute to technical work
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Full
Voting members, run the consortium (1 vote)
11 full members currently
Institutional
Voting members in technical committees (1 vote)
5 institutional members currently
Supporting
Voting members in technical committees (1/2 vote)
2 supporting members currently
Associate
Non-voting, contribute to ongoing technical work
21 supporting members currently
Individual and Student, 129 members, non-voting, contribute to ongoing technical work
Liaison, 39 members, non-voting, contribute to ongoing technical work


http://www.unicode.org/consortium/members.html
http://www.unicode.org/consortium/joinform.html
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Who are the employees?

ELLEN




Who are the officers?

Executive Officers

o Mark Davis

> Lisa Moore Technical Committee Chairs / Vice Chairs
Steven Loomis

Craig Cummings

John Emmons

Yoshito Umaoka

Markus Scherer

Some other officers are also chairs...

o

o Michel Suignard

(¢]

o Peter Constable

o

(¢]

Technical Officers
o Rick McGowan

o

(¢]

o

Deborah Anderson
Ken Whistler
Markus Scherer
Peter Edberg

o

o

http://www.unicode.org/consortium/directors.html

o



How is the Corporation Organized?

Board of Directors (BOD)
o Elected by Full Members

Executive and Technical Officers (EMG)
o Appointed/ratified by the BOD

Full Members
° Dues paying members of the corporation elect the BOD

> and empower the officers

Employees
> Hired by the officers



Editorial Committee

Many of the regular members

August 2015
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Missing others such as: Joe Becker, Markus Scherer, John Jenkins, Andy Heninger, Richard Ishida


Technical Committees

Unicode Technical CLDR Technical ICU Technical

Committee Committee Committee

Responsible for the Responsible for Unicode Responsible
Unicode Standard and locale development and for ICU
its associated standards the LDML specification development

Emoji
Subcommittee

Script
Ad Hoc Group

For more detail, see this webpage

ULI Technical

Committee

Responsible for
Improving localization
interoperability



http://www.unicode.org/consortium/consort.html

Unicode Technical Committee - 1

Perhaps the

most interesting
of the committees...

because we get guests!

Some UTC members with
guests at UTC #141

in Sunnyvale




Unicode Technical Committee - 2

Break time during a more typical meeting...




How can | find out what UTC is doing?

UTC working documents publicly available:
e http://www.unicode.org/L2/index.html

* Meeting agendas and minutes included
* Document submission open
* Document updates announced to members



http://www.unicode.org/L2/index.html

Emoji Subcommittee

Meets exclusively by phone

Twice every week...

* The wild and the wooly

< R




Emoji Subcommittee - Additions

1. Verify the proposed emoji not already encoded

2. Submit a proposal following guidelines in UTR #51

3. Emoji proposals reviewed by Emoji subcommittee and top candidates are
forwarded to the UTC

4. Unicode (and ISO/IEC 10646) review, vote on acceptance, and publish

5. Fonts and keyboards then created and software updated


http://www.unicode.org/reports/tr51/index.html

CLDR - TC

Meets exclusively by phone

every week...

* CLDR design & changes
* Bug database
* Survey Tool




CLDR-TC...continued

Common Locale Data Repository

XML / JSON data _ _
LDML Specification (UTR #35) Georgian/ Locale Display Name

o

o

o

o

- .

Tools (Java) conversion utilities and CLDR utility classes.

Toggle Sidebar =
> Survey tool for data input - giicie ®|v| smes
RS Serbia ® v |uyeegmo
PT Portugal ® v 30606085m0s
Meets every Wednesday at 8:00 AM Pacific Time. i R I [r—
° (also on Friday as necessary) = ——
va vaticanCity (€ +  gsemsdo 33003sbo
XK Kosovo ® v smbmam



CLDR 29 & 30

Unicode 9.0
o Also UCA & Unihan 9.0

Display names for more languages CLDR Growth Number of Languages / % Curont Modem Coverage
= 2016 —— 2015 —— 2014 —2013 —2012 — 2011 1—,2010?2009 2008 “L2
More likelySubtags, scripts for more languages mo
pu|

Cantonese locale added (+nds & ckb in ICU)
“3 Fridays ago”, “this hour”
Which units used in which country/region

Improved emoji annotations

Many more transforms; all have BCP 47 IDs

+9.2% data, 5.9% fixes



CLDR = TC...continued

CLDR Versions 29 & 30

e Unicode 9.0

e Also UCA & Unihan 9.0

e Display names for more languages

e More likelySubtags, scripts for more languages
e Cantonese locale added (+ nds & ckb in ICU)

e “3 Fridays ago”, “this hour”

e Which units used in which country/region

e Improved emoji annotations

e Many more transforms; all have BCP 47 IDs

* +9.2% data, 5.9% fixes




ULI - TC

Meets exclusively by phone

bi-monthly

> Focus on interchange of localization assets
o Hosts archives of GMX-V and SRX
o Suggests extensions to TMX and XLIFF




ULI—=TC ... continued

Sentence Break:

| Thanks to Dr.| Jones for this effort.| (UAX 11)

| Thanks to Dr. Jones for this effort.| (ULI data in CLDR)
° “Dr.” is an abbreviation.

Data (from DBPedia)
English: Mr. Mrs. Dr. St. ...
Spanish: Sr. Dto. Sra. Avda. ...

Russian: npod. ¢peBp. Ten. KB. ...

Future: Word count, message format, ...



ICU - TC

Meets exclusively by phone every week...

* New member in Unicode family

* Project management was transferred from IBM in
May 2016

e ICU 58 (Oct 2016) is distributed under the Unicode
software and data license
* Providing cross-platform reference
implementation of Unicode standards, CLDR
and ULl in C and Java.




Projects of the Consortium

Unicode Standard, with Standard Annexes and data
Unicode Technical Reports & Technical Notes (UTR, UTN)
CLDR Repository and Survey Tool (CLDR)

ICU Development
ISO 15924 Registry of Script Codes (ISO 15924)
Ideographic Variation Database (VD)

UDHR in many languages repository



How to keep up with Unicode news

The Unicode Blog:
o http://blog.unicode.org/
> Announcements
> RSS Feed

Home Page Announcements section

Public Mail Lists:
> Unicode, CLDR, etc

o http://www.unicode.org/consortium/distlist.html



http://blog.unicode.org/
http://www.unicode.org/consortium/distlist.html

Script development




How You Can Get Involved....Proposals!

Al QUL

T ryey JTrvy, Jaoss
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How Unicode Proposal Process Works

1. A script/character not in Unicode is identified

Al QU
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How Unicode Proposal Process Works

1. A script/characters not in Unicode is identified

Verify it is not already in Unicode (or in process)
= check latest code charts and Pipeline page on unicode.org

LNy Code Charts Home | Site Map | Search
e ]

Unicode 9.0 Character Code Charts
SCRIPTS | SYMBOLS | NOTES

Find chart by hex code: | || o] Related links: Name index Help & links
. m Character Proposals Home | Site Map | Search
cripts
Contents - .
European Scripts African Scripts South Asian Scripts [ONIOY - o cters and Scribts Accepted Proposed New Characters: Pipeline Table
Armenian Adlam Ahom Baline| forUnicode - The following is a summary of the characters, scripts and variation sequences that the
Armenian Ligatures Bamum Bengali and Assamese Batak Rf%[r’%’gi’gg d%cceoted in Principle Unicode Technical Committee has accepted for inclusion in future versions of the
Gty | R Bamum Supplement Rk Bugin Sm Variation tLr!lllcsotgﬁdSatfdndard. It is presented here to help implementers track future additions to
Cypriot Syllabary Bassa Vah Brahmi Buhid] Sequences Accepted for '
= e .. - Unicode . . N . ..
Named Character Sequences For current information about the status of publication and processing for emaoji
- characters, easier to understand information with all of the emoiji displayed can be
|_Accepied fiorlinicode LRy
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http://www.unicode.org/charts/
Pipeline page: http://www.unicode.org/alloc/Pipeline.html
Contact form: http://www.unicode.org/reporting.html



How Unicode Proposal Process Works

1. A script/characters not in Unicode is identified

Verify it is not already in Unicode (or in process)
" check latest code charts and Pipeline page on unicode.org

" send in a query via the Unicode Contact form or ask on Unicode
email list

Al 4O Ac (2)
D



How Unicode Proposal Process Works

1. A script/characters not in Unicode is identified and verified it is eligible
and not already in Unicode (or in process)

2. A Unicode script proposal is written

JITC1/SC2/WG2 N3867R2

1.2/10-255R2
2010-08-17
Universal Multiple-Octet Coded Character Set
International Organization for Standardization
Organisation Internationale de Normalisation
Mexuyuapnnuan OpraHu3auua 1no CTaHJapTH3ALMH

Doce Type: Working Group Document

Title: Proposal for encoding the Palmyrene script in the SMP of the UCS
Source:  UC Berkeley Script Encoding Initiative (Universal Scripts Project)
Source:  Michael Everson

Status: Individual Contribution

Action:  For consideration by JTC1/SC2/WG2 and UTC

Date: 2010-08-17

1. Introduction. The Palmyrene alphabet was used from the first century BCE, in a small independent
state established in the Syrian desert between Damascus and the Euphrates. However, Palmyrene
mscriptions are also found in Hatra, in Dura Europos and other Syrian cities, and even in Rome, whre




How Unicode Proposal Process Works

1. A script/characters not in Unicode is identified and verified it is eligible
and not already in Unicode (or in process)

2. A Unicode script proposal is written
* If you want to write a proposal.... %
*» Set aside time to learn about proposal requirements ﬁ‘%

4

L)

L)

* Read “Submitting Character Proposals” page
* Work with a UTC member
*  Find users and involve them

4

L)

L)

o0
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How Unicode Proposal Process Works

1. A script/characters not in Unicode is identified and verified it is eligible
and not already in Unicode (or in process)

2. A Unicode script proposal is written
3. Two standards committees review proposals and vote whether to accept
them Unicode Technical Committee (left) ISO SC2 (WG2) (below)

ISO/IEC JTC 1
sc2 Maeting #21




How Unicode Proposal Process Works

1. A script/characters not in Unicode is identified and verified it is eligible
and not already in Unicode (or in process)

2. A Unicode script proposal is written
3. Two standards committees review proposals and vote whether to accept
them

4, Unicode (and ISO/IEC 10646) publish the standard with scripts

5. Fonts and keyboards are created and software updated



How You Can Get Involved -- Review

* Review code charts (as part of beta review for Unicode release or ISO ballots)

Multani Multani
@- 1128 1129 112A 1128 1129 112A
| ofw | & | ™ ofwf | & | ™
m | we e | Unicode 9.0 m L L ] Jnicode 8.0
116 |G| & 116 |G|~
2| B || ¥ 2| B || ¥




How You Can Get Involved - Comments

* Send in comments on new script and character proposals in the Document
Registry via the Contact form

TC Document Regist Home | Site Map | Search

&« c | @® www.unicode.org/contacts.html @ v |

Current UTC Document Register for 2016
2014 4«4 2015 « Latest Register

N Consortium

Home | Site Map | Search

A few documents have been password protected at the request of their originators, and are limited to UTC member-

only access. To find a particular revision of a document that has multiple revisions posted in the document register, use Contact Us H
Find by Number. EE—— Contact Unicode
Last updated: October 18, 2016 By Mail
By Phone or Fax c
; ontact Form
Doc Ne Subject Source Date By Courier
L2/16-001 | Complete UTC Document Register 2015 Rick McGowan | 2016-01-07 Directions & Ma To report errors, respond to Public Review Issues, or to contact the Unicode office
L2/16-002 | Proposal to encode the Nandinagar script Anshuman 2016.01-07 with general inquiries about the Unicode Consortium or its publications, please use

Pandey Related Links the contact form. Your query will be forwarded to our office. Material intended for
L2/16-003 |UTC #146 Agenda Lisa Moore 2016-01-20 . consideration by the CLDR Technical Committee should use CLDR Change
Frequently Asked Questions

- i i .02- - . Requests.
L2/16-004 | UTC #146 Minutes Lisa Moore 2016-02-01 PErinn Ems s PEES REQUESIS,
L2/16-005 | Recently Closed Action Items (since 2015-11-02) Rick McGowan | 2016-01-22 Information
L2/16-006 | Comments on Public Review Issues (Oct 30, 2015 - Jan 22, 20186) Rick McGowan 2016-01-22




How You Can Get Involved - Fonts

* |If your expertise is in fonts, help create or improve fonts for scripts in Unicode,
* Especially needed for lesser-known modern and historical scripts

EHR N
¢ 6715
e K™
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Encourage Your Company/Organization to
Join

* Encourage your company or organization to join, or join as an individual
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http://www.unicode.org/consortium/why_join.html


Questions?
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