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This document requests to annotate U+0904 ऄ DEVANAGARI LETTER SHORT A denoting the use of 

short e. It was discussed in L2/17-098. Based on the recommendations of Script Ad Hoc, a separate 

document is presented here. 

As noted in L2/09-321 there isn’t any information regarding the phonetic value and usage of the 

character. The character is used to denote short e similar to ऒ ओ औ where the signs are graphically 

composed of अ and the respective vowel sign. The character is used in many sources such as Hindi 

translations along with Devanagari transliteration of Literature of Kannada, Telugu, Tamil, Malayalam 

and Kashmiri languages published by Bhuvan Vani Trust, Lucknow.  

 

ऄ in Kamba Ramayana of Tamil. 

  

ऄ in Telugu Śrī Pōtana Mahābhāgavatamu. 

It is also used in recent books containing Awadhi language to indicate short e. 

 

ऄ in  Śrīrāmacaritamānasa-kathā mānasamēṃ tīsa kathāē̐ (containing Awadhi) by Svāmī 

Rāmabhadrācārya (2017). 

Action Requested: Annotate in Code chart denoting the usage for short e. 
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