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THE STATUS QUO

TL;DR

“Other than the above list, human-form emoji should
normally be depicted in a gender-neutral way unless
gender appearance is explicitly specified”

— TR-51, Emoji Documentation

Google will be giving the “ungendered” base human emojis a “gender
inclusive” appearance in a future release, as per Unicode
recommendation. In the future, Google would also like to see
additional sequences added as RGI to improve consistency across
the human emoji set.


https://unicode.org/reports/tr51/#gender-neutral

THE STATUS QUO

Background

Gender has many exceptions and implementation
details, and many aspects of this have been discussed
in past documents.

This document is to note Google’s intent to use gender
inclusive designs where code points exist, and to signal
Google’s interest in additional gender sequences.

Specific sequences may be proposed in future, but are
not explored in detail in this document. If or when a
proposal for additional sequences is created, the
aforementioned documents will be taken into account.

RELEVANT DOCUMENTS

https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2016/1
6317-gender-inclusive-emoiji.pdf

https://www.unicode.ora/L2/L 2017/1
7071-gender-neutral-humanform.p
df

https://www.unicode.org/L2/L.2017/1
7232-gender-gap.pdf

https://www.unicode.org/L2/L.2018/1
8022-emoji-gender.pdf

https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2018/1
8225-cross-platform-gender.pdf

https://www.unicode.org/L2/1.2019/1
9022-gender-update.pdf



https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2016/16317-gender-inclusive-emoji.pdf
https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2016/16317-gender-inclusive-emoji.pdf
https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2017/17071-gender-neutral-humanform.pdf
https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2017/17071-gender-neutral-humanform.pdf
https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2017/17071-gender-neutral-humanform.pdf
https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2017/17232-gender-gap.pdf
https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2017/17232-gender-gap.pdf
https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2018/18022-emoji-gender.pdf
https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2018/18022-emoji-gender.pdf
https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2018/18225-cross-platform-gender.pdf
https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2018/18225-cross-platform-gender.pdf
https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2019/19022-gender-update.pdf
https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2019/19022-gender-update.pdf

THE STATUS QUO
A few vendors support “gender inclusive” codepoints with unique designs
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THE STATUS QUO
These eleven emojis only support “person” codepoints, no female or male
presentations for codepoints supported ...

Person P Person H, Coupl
S owb rder Baby angel* Skier* taking in bed* fencing* R: g with Breastfeeding
UUUUUUU bath* U+1F6CC U+1F9323 U ar F931

UUUUUUU



http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f47c
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f93a
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f3c7
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#26f7
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f3c2
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f6c0
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f6cc
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f476
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f48f
https://unicode.org/emoji/charts/full-emoji-list.html#1f931
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f491

THE STATUS QUO
... but as of Unicode 12.0, 64 emojis are defined as gender inclusive and most

vendors do not have unique designs to support 53 of these codepoints.
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http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f9d3
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f9d2
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f9d1
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f9d1
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f64d
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f64e
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f645
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f646
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f481
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f64b
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f647
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f926
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f937
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f473
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f9df
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f486
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f9b8
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f9b9
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f9d9
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f9da
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f9db
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f9dc
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f9dd
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f9de
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f487
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f6b6
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f3c3
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f46f
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f9d6
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f9d7
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f3cc
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f3c4
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f6a3
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f3ca
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#26f9
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f3cb
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f6b4
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f6b5
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f938
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f93c
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f93d
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f9d8
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f482
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f575
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f46e
http://unicode.org/emoji/future/emoji-candidates.html#x1f9cf
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f477
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f93e
http://unicode.org/emoji/future/emoji-candidates.html#x1f9cd
http://unicode.org/emoji/future/emoji-candidates.html#x1f9ce
http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f939
https://unicode.org/emoji/charts/full-emoji-list.html#1f9d1_200d_1f91d_200d_1f9d1
https://unicode.org/emoji/charts/full-emoji-list.html#1f9d1_200d_1f91d_200d_1f9d1
https://unicode.org/emoji/charts/full-emoji-list.html#1f9d1_200d_1f91d_200d_1f9d1
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STATUS QUO

It happens ... a number of times
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THE STATUS QUO
Why we should care

If vendors supported gender inclusive designs the
experience using emojis could benefit
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Google's default keyboard displays one gender
but since there are no gender inclusive designs
you see an arbitrary mix of “male” and “female”

Apple’s default keyboard displays two genders,
using twice the amount of real estate



THE STATUS QUO
Why we should care

Keyboards are twice as large as they have to be,
displaying two genders instead of one single inclusive
character with affordance to opt into gender.
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MOVING FORWARD

This is an effort to:
1. Be faithful to Unicode’s standards

2. Simultaneously push inclusivity as
a priority into Unicode standards.

3. Create an emoji experience that
IS more intuitive to navigate
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What's a reasonable way
to move forward?



MOVING FORWARD
Plan: Create unique designs for existing code points
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http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-list.html#1f9d3
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NOT SUPPORTED
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THE STATUS QUO

In Conclusion

Google will be moving forward with plans to give all
emojis which don't specify gender a unique,
gender-inclusive design in 2019. While future
documents are likely to propose additional sequences
to cover gaps in the Unicode Standard, no action is
requested of the UTC at this time. This document is
not proposing any new sequences. We hope this
provides helpful guidance for other vendors that may
also wish to also incorporate gender inclusive designs,
particularly for the existing 58 emojis which do not
specify gender.





