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1 Introduction

The Syriac writing system is used to write the Classical Syriac language, as well as many other varieties
of Aramaic spoken as native languages by (in alphabetical order) Aramean, Assyrian, Chaldean, and
Syriac communities around the world.

Syriac potentially uses a very large number of diacritics, many of which take the forms of dots. The
specific dots being discussed in this document are used to disambiguate between words that differ in
pronunciation and/or semantics that would be otherwise be written identically. Investigations have
revealed that two diacritic dots used to disambiguate certain words are not yet supported.

The diacritics in question take the form of a dot placed above or below a word, in between two letters
(hereafter referred to as the “above-between-dot” and “below-between-dot”). It is notable distinct from
the similar diacritic of a dot placed above or below a specific letter (hereafter referred to as the “above-
dot” and “below-dot”, respectively), which are currently supported. All four types of dots are used
for disambiguating between words that would be written in the same fashion, but each are used for
different classes of disambiguation. For example, the above-dot can be used to mark the third-person
masculine possessive suffix, the below-dot can be used to mark unpronounced consonants, the above-
between-dot can mark present tense verbs, and the below-between-dot can mark past tense verbs.

All four of these dots are used in all three styles of Syriac: ‘Estrangéla, Western (Serta) and Eastern
(Madnhaya).

For the above-dot and below-dot, the Unicode Core Spec recommends using U+@307 COMBINING
DOT ABOVE and U+@323 COMBINING DOT BELOW, respectively. Keeping with the model of using script-
agnostic diacrtics when possible, we are proposing that U+1DF8 COMBINING DOT ABOVE LEFT be in-
dicated in the Core Spec as the appropriate code point to represent the above-between-dot. However,
there is no equivalent code point that could represent the below-between-dot, thus we also propose
COMBINING DOT BELOW LEFT be added to the Unicode Standard.

*This proposal is a finalized proposal for the preliminary proposal by Sebastian Kiraz and George Kiraz Expanding the “Syriac
Supplement” U+0860 Block for historical glyphs and marks (document L.2/19-338 in the Unicode Document Register).

fben@panlex.org

fskiraz22@rutgersprep.org

Sgkiraz@gorgiaspress.com


rick
Text Box
L2/20-019


2 Request

* This proposal requests the addition of one new character in the Combining Diacritical Marks Sup-
plement block with the following name and code point:

— U+1DFA & COMBINING DOT BELOW LEFT
with the following annotation:
— used as disambiguation dot between two characters in Syriac

» Additionally, this proposal requests the following changes to be made to the Unicode Core Spec,
section 9.3 Syriac:

- InTable 9-12: Miscellaneous Syriac Diacritic Use, replace the row beginning with “U+0307,
U+0323” with the following:

U+0307, U+0323, | These points are used for various purposes—grammatical,
U+1DF8, U+1DFA | phonological, and otherwise. They differ typographically
and semantically from the qushshaya, rukkakha points, and
the dotted vowel points. If the point should occur above or
below a single letter, U+0307 or U+0323 should be used. If
the point should occur between two letters (above or below),
U+1DF8 or U+1DFA should be used after the first letter.

 This proposal also requests the following changes to the Combining Diacritical Marks Supple-
ment Code Chart:

- Change the glyph for U+1DF8 COMBINING DOT ABOVE LEFT to = (the current glyph in the
chart is specific to Typicon Cyrillic. This version is more script-neutral).

— Change heading for U+1DF8 from “Typicon marks” to “Miscellaneous mark”.
— Add the following annotations to U+1DF8:

# used as disambiguation dot between two characters in Syriac
* used in Typicon Cyrillic, where it takes a more square appearance

3 Justification

* Figures 1 and 2 (from page 12 and 14 of “Lives of the Eastern Saints” by John of Ephesus) shows
COMBINING DOT ABOVE LEFT and COMBINING DOT BELOW LEFT (red arrows) contrasted with
COMBINING DOT ABOVE and COMBINING DOT BELOW (blue arrows), each placed on SYRIAC
LETTER MIM (U+0721).

* Figure 3 (from Ephrem’s Madroshe by Assemani) shows additional examples of COMBINING DOT
ABOVE LEFT and COMBINING DOT BELOW LEFT.

4 Alternative Encoding Possibilities

The between-dots could be encoded as unique Syriac diacritics, like U+0743 SYRIAC TWO VERTICAL
DOTS ABOVE. However, the current encoding model favors using common, script-agnostic combining
diacritics whenever possible for Syriac diacritics.

On first glance, it may appear that U+0740 SYRIAC FEMININE DOT would be a good candidate to rep-
resent the above-between-dot. However, in addition to differing in semantics, the SYRIAC FEMININE
DOT takes the form of a dot to the upper left only in the Western (Serta) form of the Syriac script. In the
‘Estrangéla and Eastern (Madnhaya) forms of Syriac, the SYRIAC FEMININE DOT takes the form of two
dots below the letter. (Of course, COMBINING DOT BELOW LEFT would also still need to be proposed).
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Figure 1: COMBINING DOT ABOVE LEFT & COMBINING DOT BELOW LEFT (red) and COMBINING DOT
ABOVE (blue)
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Figure 2: COMBINING DOT BELOW (blue)
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Figure 3: COMBINING DOT ABOVE LEFT and COMBINING DOT BELOW LEFT (red)
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5 Character Data

5.1 Glyphs
+ U+1DF8 COMBINING DOT ABOVE LEFT

* U+1DFA COMBINING DOT BELOW LEFT

5.2 Character Properties
* U+1DF8 COMBINING DOT ABOVE LEFT (changes):
- Script_Extensions: Cyrl Syrc
* U+1DFA COMBINING DOT BELOW LEFT (new character):

— In UnicodeData. txt format:

- Canonical_Combining_Class: 218
- Script_Extensions: Syrc

— All other properties identical to U+1DF8 COMBINING DOT ABOVE LEFT

6 Sources

* John of Ephesus. Lives of the Eastern Saints, from Patrologia Orientalis, 1923, edited by R. Griffin
and F. Nau (https://archive.org/details/patrologiaorient17pariuoft/)

* Ephraem, Syrus, Saint, 303-373. Sancti patris nostri Ephraem Syri Opera omnia quae exstant
Graece, Syriace, Latine (https://contentdm.lib.byu.edu/digital/collection/CUA/id/24129)
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