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This document requests the replacement of the glyph of U+AB30 LATIN SMALL LETTER BARRED
ALPHA.

The character U+AB30 LATIN SMALL LETTER BARRED ALPHA was proposed for encoding in
Revised proposal to encode “Teuthonista” phonetic characters in the UCS, N4081, L2/11-202, as part of
a set of phonetic transcriptions symbols which were or are used in German dialectology and phonetic
descriptions.

The representative glyph in the code charts is currently as follows:

The two examples of use provided in that proposal (figures 45 and 46) come from Bremer (1898), where
the symbol was presented as a replacement for a previous symbol by Otto Bremer. In that proposal,
figure 63, misidentified as from “Sievers 1901:147”, actually from Heepe 1928 p. 48, also shows the
symbol.

This Bremer symbol has been used in several volumes of the collection “Sammlung kurzer
Grammatiken deutscher Mundarten” directed by Otto Bremer and a few related works between 1895 and
1911, possibly up to 1926 with Beck 1926. Martin Heepe shows the symbol in Heepe 1928 in which
phonetic transcriptions are documented.

In each use found, including those in N4081 (L2/11-202), the stroke bar is short and only inside the
bowl of the letter. However the glyph proposed in N4081 (L2/11-202) and that in the charts has a long
stroke bar, extending outside the letter on both sides.

While this may be a stylistic preference, the historical uses had a short stroke which the representative
glyph should reflect.

The following glyph is recommended.

Because several fonts use the shape of U+03B1 GREEK SMALL LETTER ALPHA α, a note should be
added to NamesList.txt to indicate this is actually U+0251 LATIN SMALL LETTER ALPHA ɑ with
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https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2011/11202-n4081-teuthonista.pdf
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short overlay stroke. See for example U+0251 and U+AB30 in Arial, Times New Roman, Calibri and
Segoe UI:

ɑꬰ ɑꬰ ɑꬰ ɑꬰ
Proposed note in Unicode charts and NamesList

The Unicode charts for Latin Extended-E (Range: AB30–AB6F) should be updated with the following
note:

AB30 LATIN SMALL LETTER BARRED ALPHA
* actually U+0251 LATIN SMALL LETTER ALPHA with  short stroke overlay.

Examples

Figure 1. U+AB30 LATIN SMALL LETTER BARRED ALPHA in Bremer 1898, p. 11.

Figure 2. U+AB30 LATIN SMALL LETTER BARRED ALPHA in Bremer 1898, p. 6.
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Figure 3. U+AB30 LATIN SMALL LETTER BARRED ALPHA in Bremer 1895, p. 6.

Figure 4. U+AB30 LATIN SMALL LETTER BARRED ALPHA in Gerbet 1896, p. vii.
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Figure 5. U+AB30 LATIN SMALL LETTER BARRED ALPHA in Heilig 1898, p. 15.

Figure 6. U+AB30 LATIN SMALL LETTER BARRED ALPHA in Gebhardt 1907, p. x.

Figure 7. U+AB30 LATIN SMALL LETTER BARRED ALPHA in Gerbet 1908, p. 9.

Figure 8. U+AB30 LATIN SMALL LETTER BARRED ALPHA used for the lack of an uppercase in
the transcription of the proper nouns “Auerbach” and “Elsterberg” in Gerbet 1908, p. 119.
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Figure 9. U+AB30 LATIN SMALL LETTER BARRED ALPHA in Schübel 1911, p. 12.

Figure 10. U+AB30 LATIN SMALL LETTER BARRED ALPHA in Heepe 1928, p. 33.

Figure 11. U+AB30 LATIN SMALL LETTER BARRED ALPHA in a summary of German
dialectology symbols in Heepe 1928, p.48.
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