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This proposal is to add the additional Latin letter I with Bowl of Soviet languages 

1.Introduction 

Ь ь (I with bowl) is an additional letter of the Latin alphabet. It was introduced in 1928 into the reformed 

Yañalif, and later into other alphabets for Soviet minority languages. The letter was designed specifically 

to represent the non-front close vowel sounds IPA: [ɨ] and IPA: [ɯ].[1] Thus, this letter corresponds to 

the letter ⟨I ı⟩ in modern Turkic alphabets 

The letter was originally included in the Yañalif, and later also included in the alphabets of the Kurdish, 

Abazin, Sami, Komi, Tsakhur, Azerbaijani and Bashkir languages, as well as in the draft reform of the 

Udmurt alphabet. During the project of the Latinization of the Russian language, this letter corresponded 

to the Cyrillic letter ⟨Ы ы⟩. 

 

In alphabets that used this letter, the lowercase B was replaced by a small capital ⟨ʙ⟩ so that there would 

be no confusion between ⟨b⟩ U+0185 and ⟨ь⟩  U+044C. 

2.Examples of use 

Figure. 1 

New Turkic alphabet (Yañalif) 
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Figure. 2 

The Latin-based Unified Northern Alphabet 

 

Figure. 3 

Kurdish alphabet of 1929 

 



Figure 4. 

Komi alphabet of 1934 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 5. 

A Kazakh newspaper Socialist Kazakhstan (Социалды Қазағыстан) in Latin script (1937)

 

 

3.Characters to be added 

Character Code point Name 

       Ь             U+A7CC LATIN CAPITAL LETTER I WITH BOWL 

→ 042B cyrillic capital letter yeru  

→ 042C cyrillic capital letter soft sign  

→ 0184 latin capital letter tone six 

       ь             U+A7CD LATIN SMALL LETTER I WITH BOWL 

→ 0131 latin small letter dotless i 

 

4.UnicodeData.txt 

A7CC; LATIN CAPITAL LETTER I WITH BOWL; Lu;0; L;;;;; N;;;; A7CD; 

A7CD; LATIN SMALL LETTER I WITH BOWL; Ll;0; L;;;;; N;;; A7CC;; A7CC 
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 Tatar (tatarça / татарча / تاتارچا) 

 Azerbaijani (آذربايجانجا ديلي / Azərbaycan dili / Азəрбајҹан дили) 

 Karaim (къарай тили, Karay dili, לשון קדר) 

 Khakas (Хакас тілі / Khakas tîlî) 

 Kumyk (Къумукъ тил / Qumuq til) 

 Tuvan (Тыва дыл / Tyva dyl) 




