
On LATIN SMALL LETTER Y WITH SHORT RIGHT LEG

Denis Moyogo Jacquerye <moyogo@gmail.com>
2022-06-27

The character ꭚ U+AB5A LATIN SMALL LETTER Y WITH SHORT RIGHT LEG was proposed for
encoding in Revised proposal to encode “Teuthonista” phonetic characters in the UCS, N4081, L2/
11-202. Its representative glyph is based on samples from works using Otto Bremer’s phonetic
alphabet in italic type with a u-shape form:

Because the Unicode Standard uses the v-shape y for the representative glyph of U+0079 LATIN
SMALL LETTER Y, the representative glyph of U+AB5A LATIN SMALL LETTER Y WITH SHORT
RIGHT LEG should be changed to match the v-shape form (ꭚ) that has been used in works using
Otto Bremer’s alphabet in roman type instead of italic type (Kloeke 1913, Kloeke 1914, Larsson
1917).

The following glyph is recommended for U+AB5A:

Bremer’s alphabet used cut letters to represent vowels distinct from vowels represented by uncut
letters, for example ꭎ (ꭎ U+AB4E LATIN SMALL LETTER U WITH SHORT RIGHT LEG), ꭏ (ꭏ LATIN
SMALL LETTER U BAR WITH SHORT RIGHT LEG) and ꭚ (ꭚ U+AB5A LATIN SMALL LETTER Y WITH
SHORT RIGHT LEG), are distinct from u, ʉ and y (y U+0079 LATIN SMALL LETTER Y). Bremer’s
alphabet did not use u-shape y and v-shape y contrastively, and did not use u-shape ꭚ and v-shape ꭚ
contrastively.

The current representative glyph may mislead users to think the v-shape form is inappropriate,
even though the shape of ꭚ U+AB5A LATIN SMALL LETTER Y WITH SHORT RIGHT LEG has
consistently been a cut y U+0079 LATIN SMALL LETTER Y. In fonts where U+0079 is v-shape roman
y, U+AB5A has been v-shape roman ꭚ. In fonts where U+0079 is u-shape italic y, U+AB5A has
been u-shape italic ꭚ.
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https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2011/11202-n4081-teuthonista.pdf
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Samples

Figure 1. Bremer 1898 p. 11 showing u-shape y (y U+0079 LATIN SMALL LETTER Y) and u-shape ꭚ
(ꭚ U+AB5A LATIN SMALL LETTER Y WITH SHORT RIGHT LEG).

Figure 2. Bremer 1898 p. 11 showing u-shape y (y U+0079 LATIN SMALL LETTER Y) and u-shape ꭚ
(ꭚ U+AB5A LATIN SMALL LETTER Y WITH SHORT RIGHT LEG).
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Figure 3. Kloeke 1914 p. 14 showing v-shape y (y U+0079 LATIN SMALL LETTER Y) and v-shape ꭚ (ꭚ
U+AB5A LATIN SMALL LETTER Y WITH SHORT RIGHT LEG).

Figure 4. Kloeke 1914 p. 16 showing v-shape y (y U+0079 LATIN SMALL LETTER Y) and v-shape ꭚ (ꭚ
U+AB5A LATIN SMALL LETTER Y WITH SHORT RIGHT LEG).
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Figure 5. Larsson 1917 p. 14 showing v-shape ꭚ (ꭚ U+AB5A LATIN SMALL LETTER Y WITH SHORT
RIGHT LEG).

Figure 6. Larsson 1917 p. 16 showing v-shape y (y U+0079 LATIN SMALL LETTER Y) and v-shape ꭚ
(ꭚ U+AB5A LATIN SMALL LETTER Y WITH SHORT RIGHT LEG).
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