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This document proposes to add one ideograph for Korean place names to UAX #45: that is,
Jik (LA
This ideograph is regional and used only for several place names in Mydnghyo-myon (Mydnggu-
myon after 1939), Munchon, Hamgyongnam-do, Korea? (Now Munchon, Kangwon, North Korea).
Despite this being used for a few governmental documents and private publications, this little-
known character has never been covered by any Korean or Japanese national standards. This
character not being recognized causes problems in digitizing (e.g. Figure 1). I hereby propose
to include this character Jik to UAX #45.

Glyph R-S IDS TS | FS kKorean

j-li 256 | LR 7 | 3 | KWUMIMI

The attached single-glyph font file u2ffa—utle5d-u672a. ttf is generated from GlyphWiki
(https://glyphwiki.org/wiki/u2ffa-ulde5d-u672a).

Detailed information

The character /i is first observed in the village name stabilization announcement in 1916 (Fig-
ure 2) and used for names of eight villages, two of which being abolished due to the merger.
The names are: #AEE, HIEE, J7IKE, FERKE, kS, HOEE, ZEEE, and ALKE
(the latter two are the abolished ones). Around the same year, the land survey was being exe-
cuted in Hamgyongnam-do. As the result the cadastral maps (e.g. Figure 3) and tophographic
maps (Figure 4) were made and printed, and Jif is used in those publications. In the documents
published before 1916, there is no known occurrences of Jit; instead two characters like LI
had been used for those place names (see Figure 5).

After the independence of Korea, the Republic of Korea had been publishing Administrative
Division Brochure %3341 23 every few years until 2012. As the South Korean government
claims the northern half of Korean peninsula as its territory, the village names in the unrecovered
area are listed as an appendix for the brochure. Until the 1983 edition (Figure 6), the place

LThere is another representation of this ideograph, |
2Korean: ¥ E AT HEH(YLH) / BEERE 30 EE B2 (B HRI)


https://www.unicode.org/reports/tr38/#kKorean
https://glyphwiki.org/wiki/u2ffa-u4e5d-u672a
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(Figure 7), Ik is rendered as separate characters /L and 7K. This tendency can also be observed
in the latest 2012 edition®.

The country occupying the places in discussion, North Korea, reformed their administrative
division hierachy in 1952. During the reform, the remaining six villages from 1916 were all
merged with others, and the traditional village names were not reused in the new ones. Thus,
there is no use of Jik in practice nowadays, both in the South and in the North.

Reading

It is uncommon that a Han Ideograph has a multisyllabic Korean reading. The character Jif is
one having this property: Its reading is 7t8] (RR gumi, Yale kwumi), originating from a native
Korean dialectal word. The word 79| means a curved place around capes, according to the
Korean dictionary Urimal Saem 92|24,

In the given tophographic map (Figure 4), all place names are written in Kanji or Hanja, and
the majority of them have Korean-reading katakana annotations. For example, faf&JKH has
furigana 4 + v+ 73 + Y — and Ak has 7 L + 73 - U, which can be reconstructed in
hangul as ©1->71] 2] and 7}2i 0] 2]° respectively. Encyclopedia of North Korean Geography and
Cultures 2% 3FE 4z} also reads Jik (written as JLA) as 71]°, like o] =71 2] (FafE /LA H) and
g (RHE).

Yet there also exists a single-syllable reading for ik. The example cadastral map is listed as
SHAEE -+ §a ™ o202 in the National Archives of Korea (see Figure 8), and from this

it can be concluded that Jik simply reads as U] when there is a need for a single-syllable reading.
That is the reason why ‘MI’ as well as ‘KWUMTI’ is suggested as the value for kKorean.

Related Figures

The figures mentioned above are placed below, beginning from the next page.

3The PDF file is downloadable on the Ministry of the Interior and Safety website (https://mois.go.kr/cmm/f
ms/FileDown.do?atchFileId=FILE_000000000023650&FileSn=0).

4300] (HAL 238H0{) HISEZILE Z712] 20| ZA| w1 Z0|X|H 04Xl R. https://opendict.korean.go.kr/dict
ionary/view?sense_no=97370

SHf read as 7}2H is a case of now-extinct Korean kun’yomi. A possible meaning of #f is 7}2 .5 Juglans mandschurica.

b6e.g. WM (http://www.cybernk.net/infoText/InfoAdminstDetail.aspx?mc=ADOU&sc=A3L005002
&tid=ADOUOOOU6560&viewflag=1), via North Korean Human Geography.


https://mois.go.kr/cmm/fms/FileDown.do?atchFileId=FILE_000000000023650&fileSn=0
https://mois.go.kr/cmm/fms/FileDown.do?atchFileId=FILE_000000000023650&fileSn=0
https://opendict.korean.go.kr/dictionary/view?sense_no=97370
https://opendict.korean.go.kr/dictionary/view?sense_no=97370
http://www.cybernk.net/infoText/InfoAdminstDetail.aspx?mc=AD04&sc=A34005002&tid=AD0400046560&viewflag=1
http://www.cybernk.net/infoText/InfoAdminstDetail.aspx?mc=AD04&sc=A34005002&tid=AD0400046560&viewflag=1
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Figure 1: The character Jk being replaced by [#] in digital text.
National Institute of Korean History. Korean History Database (https://db.history.go.
kr/item/level.do?levelld=gb_1930_03_08_a09520_0250).
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Figure 2: Announcement of stabilization of village names in Munchon (Jik highlighted).
SCRIERAR) SRR RS M8 & e =+ —9%) . 1916-06-07. from FAEHEE T E, vol.

1175, 1916-07-04.

Online service provided by National Library of Korea (http://viewer.nl.go.kr:8080/g

wanbo/viewer. jsp?pageId=GB_1916070L4_BA1175_008).
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Figure 3: Front page of the cadastral map of fif&JKH, c. 1916.
Copied from National Archives of Korea. Management Number BJCA712226
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Figure 4: 1:50000 Topographic Map of Korea by Japanese government.

FIREREE ., PR, (Ao —HigE) , R 5E - $EELED  (top half) and
Grilifusg - JeliAeER> . 1920-1921.

Online service provided by Stanford University Libraries (https://purl.stanford.edu/vk

713zv3508 and https://purl.stanford.edu/tr735dz85u1).
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Figure 5: Administrative Division Name List of Korea.

FARERRET. (G TEE AL — ) . 1912,
Side note: In addition to that JLIk is used instead of fik, faFZ/ikH is written as 2F2 /LK here.
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Figure 6: Administrative Division Brochure (Jik (| /LK) highlighted).
Ministry of Home Affairs, Republic of Korea. (X7 =) , 1983,
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Figure 7: Administrative Division Brochure (/L7 highlighted).

Ministry of Home Affairs, Republic of Korea. (X% Q=) | 1990.

Side note: In addition to the substitutions, typographical errors like 55 being replaced by ¥ and (=)
by H§ can also be observed, in comparison to the 1983 version.
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Figure 8: Search result of the cadastral maps from the website of the National Archives of Korea.
Each name corresponds to fifZ
WK E, from above.
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