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This document includes only one character which is used for one ancient geographical name
related to the Mazu ({&+H/%5+H) belief and customs in Meizhou Island, Xiuyu District, Putian
City, Fujian Province, China (9 [E & &4 # H 755X JBI ). The corresponding traditional
form had been encoded in URO based on JIS X 0208-1990 and ANSI Z39.64-1989 (aka EACC).

1. Proposal
This simplified form is needed for the historical expression and the local cultures in Fujian
Province, so I propose it to include into UAX #45 for the future IRG WS submission.

Glyph IDS RS TS FS Traditional Putonghua | Cantonese
form
=Y U+9BD1
TJ AT | 1957 | 15 3 X1 heil
- fis

There are kMandarin and kCantonese properties values of U+9BD1 () in Unihan DB,
which could be both inherited to the new character.

2. Brief introduction

The Mazu belief and customs (& 1H{54) are very important in Fujian Province, Taiwan
Province, Guangdong Province, Guangxi Zhuang AR, Hong Kong SAR, Macao SAR, Tianjin City
and so many overseas Chinese populated areas, even Okinawa Prefecture.

The Mazu belief and customs has been inscribed on the representative list of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity in 2009 by UNESCO. Please see Figs. 2.1 and 2.2. And the origin
of the Mazu belief is in Putian City. When we checked the ancient book related to Goddess Mazu,
we find the ancient geographical name (#7L or fLll) of Meizhou Island. Fig. 2.3 shows the
stone statue of Goddess Mazu in Meizhou Island.
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Inscribed in 2009 (4.COM) on the Representative List of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity

As the most influential goddess of the sea in China, Mazu is at © 2008 First Mazu Temple of Meizhou

the centre of a host of beliefs and customs, including oral

traditions, religious ceremonies and folk practices, thraughout the country's coastal areas. Mazu is believed to
have lived in the tenth century on Meizhou Island, where she dedicated herself to helping her fellow
townspeople, and died attempting to rescue the survivors of a shipwreck. Local residents built a temple in her
honour and began to venerate her as a goddess. She is celebrated twice each year in formal temple fairs, when
Meizhou residents, farmers and fisherfolk temporarily suspend their work to sacrifice marine animals, venerate
statues of Mazu and enjoy a variety of dances and other performances. Smaller worship ceremonies take place
throughout the year in the other 5,000 Mazu temples around the world and in private homes; these may involve
floral tributes; candles, incense and firecrackers; and evening processions of residents bearing ‘Mazu lanterns’.
Followers may implore the god for pregnancy, peace, the solution to a problem or general well-being. Deeply
integrated into the lives of coastal Chinese and their descendants, belief in and commemoration of Mazu is an
important cultural bond that promotes family harmony, sacial concord, and the social identity of these
communities.

Fig. 2.1 UNESCO ICH page

(https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/mazu-belief-and-customs-00227 )
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Fig. 2.2 The stone to show the ICH in Meizhou Island



https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/mazu-belief-and-customs-00227

Fig. 2.3 Stone statue of Goddess Mazu in Meizhou Island

The ancient geographical name has not been used yet in the daily life, but the believers and the
local people treated it as the elegant name of the birthplace of Goddess Mazu, so the simplified
form is often used in the modern books.

Figs.2.2 and 2.3 are provided by one of my friends, which is only suitable to use in this document.
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