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Ms. Night Koo submitted a document to request for updating the representative glyph for
U+3029 as L2/23-167. She kindly provided three suggestions, but we need to keep only one for
the future version of the standards.

For Suggestion 3, she suggested modifying the glyph style of all Suzhou Numerals to use the
“handwritten style” glyphs which meant Kai Style in her document for the Suzhou Numerals in
the Sung/Ming style fonts/typefaces, that would be like the generations like kana and Japanese
Kanji in Japanese Meichotai font. This suggestion is not easy to be accepted by the typographical
practitioners and the end readers.

For Suggestions 1 and 2, let us see how to use in two pieces of authoritative evidence in Chinese
mainland first.

Fig. 1 shows the form is the same as the right one of Suggestion 1.
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There are eight lines in Fig. 2. We need to focus on the second and third lines. The second line
shows the cursive forms, and the form for numeral nine is close to the right one of Suggestion
2; the third line shows the regular forms, and the form for numeral nine is close to the right one
of Suggestion 1. That means the forms of Suggestion 2 is not better to be used in a set with other
current forms in the code charts. If any type designers hope to design a cursive style for the
Suzhou Numerals, they could use the forms mentioned in the second line.


http://www.unicode.org/L2/L2023/23167-suzhou-nine.pdf
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We can choose the right one of Suggestion 1 in Ms. Koo’s document to update the representative
glyph for U+3029 as below.

Fig. 3 Suggested form for updating U+3029

In the following part, I will show more examples in the modern publishing materials to support
the suggestion.

Figs. 4 and 12 show the form is more like the left one of Suggestion 1, but they are still under
Suggestion 1.
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5/G-1283, p. 2

The book cited as Fig. 6 was published by the important and authoritative publishing house,
and Fig. 7 shows the later edition of the same article in other book, which the form is still stable.
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Fig. 6 BB (FEREIBK) |, bt AREE Hhit, 1992.11, ISBN 7-107-10716-
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Based on the actual usages, there are other names for Suzhou Numeral in different places, “ A
fi3” is one of them. It is not hard to find the numerals in Fig. 9 mean Suzhou Numeral.
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Based on the above examples, we can confirm that the glyph for Suzhou Numeral Nine in
modern uses is stable.



Solutions for other related regional standards

1) For China, this glyph (0xA948) has been updated in GB 18030-2022 to match the suggestion,
so there is no need to do anything on this issue.

2) For Hong Kong SAR, U+3029 is inherited from Big5 as HB-A2CB. IRGN2074 shows the glyph
is the same as the right one of Suggestion 2. When we confirm the updating, maybe UTC could
suggest CLIAC to update the glyph in their font, but not in HKSCS.

3) For Macao SAR, U+3029 is also inherited from Big5 as MB-A2CB (7). We don’t know how the
glyph they used is currently. If they use the glyph based on MingLiU or PMingLiU directly, the
glyph is still the same as Hong Kong SAR. When we confirm the updating, maybe UTC could
suggest DSAFP experts of Macao SAR to pay more attention in future.

4) For TCA, this glyph (1-243D) matched the left one of Suggestion 1 in Ms. Koo’s document in
TCA-CNS 11643 (2007 edition). Itis up to TCA to decide whether to update the glyph in the next
edition or not.

(End of Document)
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