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1. Introduction 

 

Here are 10 possibly unencoded characters used in the Secret History of the Mongols（蒙古秘史）, 

which is the oldest surviving literary work in the Middle Mongol. The original Uighur-Mongolian 

version of The Secret History of the Mongols had been lost, and the earliest existing version is 

a phonetically annotated version in Chinese characters, which is called as Mongqol-un ni’uča 

tobči’an(忙 豁侖·紐察·脫 察安). 

 

During the Ming Dynasty, Emperor Zhu Yuanzhang, in order to train translators proficient in 

Mongolian, ordered those who surrendered to the Ming Dynasty and were knowledgeable in 

Mongolian to write textbooks. They meticulously annotated Mongolian vocabulary with Chinese 

characters to indicate pronunciation, compiling a Mongolian-Chinese comparative version of "The 

Secret History of the Mongols".  

 

The phonetic Chinese characters used in this book also broke tradition, selecting or creating some 

new characters that consider both phonetic resemblance and semantic association. For example, 

the Chinese character "兒" is normally used to mark the dental vibrato ⟨r⟩, but if it is the name 

of a mountain, "峏" is used instead, and for the name of water, "洏" is used.  

 

Therefore, such newly created characters are irreplaceable. By comparing the two most widely 

circulated versions of "The Secret History of the Mongols" (四部丛刊三编本和观古堂本), we found a 

total of ten characters that are recommended for inclusion.   
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2. Proposed Characters 

 

 

   

Glyph IDS RS TS FS Suggestion Example Mongolian   Glosses Evidences 

 
⿰目⿱

⿻王冖

𰤷 

109.16 21 1 

Possible 

horizontal 

extension 

矑(U+77D1) 

果 列 

gö rü re 

 

窥伺 

snoop 

Fig.1 

Fig.2 

 ⿰𧾷𠪨 157.14 21 1 

Possible 

horizontal 

extension 

躔(U+8E94) 

癸𧾰  

güyič en 

 

赶 

run 

Fig.3 

Fig.4 

 ⿵門兀 169.3 11 1  
額 迭訥 

e’üden-ü 

 

門 

door 

Fig.5 

Fig.6 

 ⿰馬羅 187.19 28 2  
勺莎秃𩣡  

ǰ ösötü börö 
 

馬名 

a horse’s 

name 

Fig.7 

Fig.8 

 ⿰羊𭥐 123.7 13 2 
Normalization 

(⿰羊圼) 

克 

nekei  

羊皮 

sheepskin 

Fig.9 

Fig.10 

 ⿰窟鳥 196.12 23 3  
剌都 

quladu 
 

鳥名 

the name 

of a bird 

Fig.11 

Fig.12 

Fig.13 

Fig.14 

 ⿰克鳥 196.6 16 1  
列額 

kere’e 

 

老鳥 

a old bird 

Fig.13 

Fig.14 

 ⿺鼠革 208.9 22 1  
窟出 捏 

küč ü gene 

 

小鼠 

a little 

mouse 

Fig.11 

Fig.12 

 ⿺𣆨𮧓 208.8 18 1 
Normalization 

(⿺鼠革) 

窟出 捏 

küč ü gene 

 
⿺𣆨⿸

⿻丅⿸

#(-乛丿)

二⿱𰤷 

208.16 26 1 

Possible 

horizontal 

extension 

𪖌(U+2A58C) 

忽 合納 

quluqana 

 

鼠 

mouse 

Fig.11 

Fig.12 



3. Evidences 

 

Fig.1 Secret History of the Mongols（蒙古秘史.四部丛刊三编本）§156 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Fig.2 Secret History of the Mongols（蒙古秘史.观古堂本）§156 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Fig.3 Secret History of the Mongols（蒙古秘史.四部丛刊三编本）§249 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Fig.4 Secret History of the Mongols（蒙古秘史.观古堂本）§249 

 

 
 

  



Fig.5 Secret History of the Mongols（蒙古秘史.四部丛刊三编本）§180 

 

 
 

 

  



Fig.6 Secret History of the Mongols（蒙古秘史.观古堂本）§180 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Fig.7 Secret History of the Mongols（蒙古秘史.四部丛刊三编本）§265 

 

 



Fig.8 Secret History of the Mongols（蒙古秘史.观古堂本）§265 

 

  



 

Fig.9 Secret History of the Mongols（蒙古秘史.四部丛刊三编本）§112 

 

 
  



Fig.10 Secret History of the Mongols（蒙古秘史.观古堂本）§112 

 

  



Fig.11 Secret History of the Mongols（蒙古秘史.四部丛刊三编本）§111 

 

 
 



Fig.12 Secret History of the Mongols（蒙古秘史.观古堂本）§111 

 

  



Fig.13 Secret History of the Mongols（蒙古秘史.四部丛刊三编本）§111 

 

 
  



Fig.14 Secret History of the Mongols（蒙古秘史.观古堂本）§111 
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