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1. Introduction

Here are 10 possibly unencoded characters used in the Secret History of the Mongols (ZEifbs) |
which is the oldest surviving literary work in the Middle Mongol. The original Uighur-Mongolian
version of The Secret History of the Mongols had been lost, and the earliest existing version is
a phonetically annotated version in Chinese characters, which is called as Mongqol-un ni'uéa

tob¢i’an(ILF Ff - A58t 1R K).

During the Ming Dynasty, Emperor Zhu Yuanzhang, in order to train translators proficient in
Mongolian, ordered those who surrendered to the Ming Dynasty and were knowledgeable in
Mongolian to write textbooks. They meticulously annotated Mongolian vocabulary with Chinese
characters to indicate pronunciation, compiling a Mongolian-Chinese comparative version of "The
Secret History of the Mongols".

The phonetic Chinese characters used in this book also broke tradition, selecting or creating some
new characters that consider both phonetic resemblance and semantic association. For example,
the Chinese character "5i" is normally used to mark the dental vibrato (r), but if it is the name
of a mountain, "lffi" is used instead, and for the name of water, "Jii" is used.

Therefore, such newly created characters are irreplaceable. By comparing the two most widely
circulated versions of "The Secret History of the Mongols" (P4HSMAFI=gmAFIML 5 EA), we found a
total of ten characters that are recommended for inclusion.
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2. Proposed Characters

Glyph RS TS Suggestion Example Mongolian Glosses Evidences
Possible
) B P o .
H% 10916 | 21 hOI’lZOI.ltal P "E% 4] FAr) F¥g 1
JiTi N extension goriire ] snoop Fig.2
fi§(U+77D1)
Possible
e 15714 | 21 horizontal Z e fida Fig.3
Ize ) extension gliyicen run Fig.4
B (U+8E94)
BEPIEFA % M Fig.5
169. 11
Bﬁ 69-3 e’uden-i door Fig.6
a
B4 :
NP ES S B .
187.19 | 28 NBREE R $ a horse’s Fg./
W josotu boro Fig.8
name
\ o . :
;éE[ 1237 | 13 Norrr}?}lzatlon *f‘lﬁ. é FK ‘ F}g.9
RER) nekei sheepskin Fig.10
Fig.11
5% .
G Fig.12
E’% 196.12 | 23 R ‘,i‘ the name 5
N quladu of a bird Fig.13
Fig.14
ESIEE 25 Fig.13
;E% 1%6.6 | 16 kere’e % a old bird Fig.14
E3 o H R
EBL% 208.9 | 22 kii¢iigene
NE .
a little Fig.11
Fig.12
[HE: Normalization i H R monse
+
208.8 18 | 1 |
Hﬁi R (LR kii¢iigene
Possible
208.16 | 26 horizor.ltal RGET SN 5 F%g.ll
extension qulugana mouse Fig.12

B (U+2A58C)




3. Evidences

A §156

Fig.1 Secret History of the Mongols (Zgifss PUEEMF
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Fig.2 Secret History of the Mongols (ZEifis WIdHEA) §156




Fig.3 Secret History of the Mongols (ZEiMs TFIMTI=2wA) § 249
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Fig.4 Secret History of the Mongols (ZEeifbis Mg A) § 249




Fig.5 Secret History of the Mongols (ZEifs TIEMFI=4w4A) § 180
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Fig.6 Secret History of the Mongols (ZEifis Mg A) §180




Fig.7 S .
g.7 Secret History of the Mongols (Zi5HsH . TYEBAFI=484) § 265
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Fig.8 Secret History of the Mongols (ZEifbis WIdHEA) §265




Fig.9 Secret History of the Mongols (ZEdifbs TOEMFI=4mA) §112

add

G2 s BhE

e L 2 af

s

B

=
=
20

. M
et

'_'1—'-*1_._1__;

vkl

S BBl

)

Sy

ol

By SR AR i | o, B

RO|EDX N FEw

i
T

S

)i

=

(B o,

XEr &
e @k

—

£ R

2&5"1

Qs>

i




Fig.10 Secret History of the Mongols (S5 Mg HA) §112




Fig.11 Secret History of the Mongols (Z 5. IIEMAFI=4w4) §111
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Fig.12 Secret History of the Mongols (SR MgiHA) §111
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Fig.13 Secret History of the Mongols (5. 9B
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Fig.14 Secret History of the Mongols (SR MgiHA) §111
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