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Proposal to encode the Minim Dag Noore script in the UCS 
Oreen Yousuf 

 
To: Script Encoding Working Group (SEWG) / Unicode Technical Committee (UTC) 
From: Oreen Yousuf | oreen.yousuf@gmail.com 
Subject: Minim Dag Noore Script 
Date: 2025 May 29 

 
We propose the addition of the Minim Dag Noore script into the Unicode Standard. Since its invention in 
2006, the script has been used to write the Mooré language (also known as “Mossi”) of Burkina Faso and 
neighboring countries. 
 

Considerations for encoding the script 
 The Minim Dag Noore script is a bidirectional script (i.e., it can be written either right-to-left (RTL) or 

left-to-right (LTR)). However, it is not at all a boustrophedon script. Additionally, writers do not mix 
directions when writing. 

 There are separate glyphs for each writing direction. 
o While most letters look very similar, or almost mirror each other, in their RTL and LTR forms 

(ex: the letter PA written RTL: ح vs. LTR: p), some letters look totally different (ex: the letter 

MA written RTL:  م vs. LTR: l). 
o We propose encoding the RTL glyphs because the majority of users write RTL. However, a 

non-significant percentage of users write LTR. We believe the LTR version of the script can be 
handled by fonts. We ask the SEWG if this is the best course of action, or if they consider 
encoding both sets of glyphs to be the better approach. 

 The script is bicameral for each writing direction, meaning there are RTL uppercase letters and LTR 
uppercase letters. However, only one case is used at a time when writing. A sentence is either fully 
written in uppercase or fully written in lowercase. 

 There are three characters in the script that are very similar in appearance and use to Arabic-script 
characters: 

o “Tãblebnde” and “Tãppo” are the Minim Dag Noore equivalent to parenthesis. They resemble 
U+FD3F ORNATE RIGHT PARENTHESIS and U+FD3E ORNATE LEFT PARENTHESIS, which are 
occasionally used in some Arabic-script languages. 

o “Woglogo” is a Minim Dag Noore character that appears as a line on the baseline and 
connects adjacent characters. This is the equivalent to U+0640 ARABIC TATWEEL. 

o We ask the SEWG if these should be unified with the existing encoded characters, or if they 
should be encoded as well due to the bidirectional nature of Minim Dag Noore. 

 While there are certain mathematical numbers in the script, which are distinct from normal 
digits/numerals, they are not significantly used by the community. Therefore, while we present them 
here for documentation purposes, they are not proposed for encoding at this time. 

 Lowercase letters have positional forms and join at the baseline (uppercase letters do not). Only the 
isolated forms are proposed for encoding. The positional forms are much less complex than those in 
the Arabic script. 

 
Sources: At the end of the document, we have provided ample evidence of use by multiple authors in the 
community that are not the script creator nor related to the script creator. We include excerpts from 15 
typed books, handwritten works, educational materials/primers, digital media, images of in-person and 
virtual classes of people learning the script, and an interview with a Burkinabe scholar who also wrote a 
letter of attestation of the script’s suitability for Mooré. 
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I Background 
The Mooré language (ISO 639-3: mos) is a Gur language spoken by about 12 million people. It is the 
native language of the Mossi people who primarily live in Burkina Faso, but also neighboring countries 
like Benin, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Mali, Togo, Niger, and Senegal. Along with being one of the four official 
languages of Burkina Faso, it also acts as a lingua franca of the country and a Latin orthography is 
employed by the government when written. 
 
On November 23, 2006, the Minim Dag Noore script ( شرئ-غ نوعدا معنيعمي ) was created by Mahamadi 
Ouédraogo, a Burkinabe man born in 1982 in the village of Lamba in the Békuy commune, Tuy 
Province, Hauts-Bassins Region, Burkina Faso. Ouédraogo created the script in 2006 after extensive 
scholarly work and spiritual travel throughout West and North Africa. There is motivation to encode the 
script due to the community’s need for text interchange, particularly on mobile devices since many 
script users do not have access to computers. Without external or state funding, the community has 
produced fonts (by utilizing Arabic and English codepoints), literature, and educational material 
through grassroots efforts. 
 
The script has appeared on a Burkinabe National Television (RTB) news report, and discussed at the 
Department of Linguistics and National Languages at Institut des Sciences des Sociétés (INSS) (Institute 
of Social Sciences), an institution within the framework of the National Centre for Scientific and 
Technical Research (CNRST). While there is no government support of the script, in 2016 Ouédraogo 
met and interviewed with Bétéo D. Nébié and Inoussa Guiré, the former and current (as of August-
September 2022) director, respectively, of the Department of Linguistics and National Languages at 
INSS. Nébié and Guiré “let [Ouédraogo] undergo some tests and […] found that his alphabet was 
coherent.” An official letter certifying this is attached after the Acknowledgments section of this 
proposal. Additionally, to the proposal author’s knowledge, the first non-Burkinabe academic to 
document the use and structure of the script was paleographer Jannis Kostelnik after conducting 
fieldwork in the area of use. 
 
There are 1,000+ people that have learned and used the Minim Dag Noore script, growing far beyond 
the inventor’s social circle. Most users of the script live in various areas of Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, 
Mali, Senegal, and in certain European countries. The script is taught in-person in group settings, and 
online (e.g., WhatsApp, Facebook). There are 2 very large and active WhatsApp group-chats devoted to 
teaching/learning the script with a few hundred script users/learners in them. People actively partake 
in exercises in the WhatsApp groups. While most learners in the WhatsApp groups are from the 
previously mentioned countries, there are notably many people joining from Arab countries. March 
2024 saw an influx of a few hundred new students into the WhatsApp group chats perhaps due to a 
new TV/radio report on Ouédraogo. The WhatsApp groups have also attracted some political attention 
as one of the new members is former presidential candidate Yeli Monique Kam. 
 
The user community has developed 3 fonts for the script that have been used to write several books on 
various topics (e.g., poetry, proverbs, etc.) and create primers, documents, pamphlets, and digital 
content in online videos. The script is included in materials written by individuals other than the script 
creator. 
 
A layout of how the community types in the Minim Dag Noore script can be seen from a keyboard 
layout, and a subsequent linguistic analysis of said layout, in Figures 29-31 in Section IX, which will be 
helpful for keyboard designers. The community essentially uses the Arabic and English 
keyboards/codepoints with their fonts to type their script. 
 
A very important aspect of the Minim Dag Noore script is that it can be, and is, used to write the Arabic 
language (ISO 639-3: ara) in addition to Mooré. The phonetic values of a subset of the letters change 
when the writer uses the script to write the Arabic language instead of Mooré. 
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II Script Name 

The proposed Unicode name for the script is “MINIM DAG NOORE”, which means “the doors of 
knowledge/science” in the Mooré language. The canonical name of the script is شرئ-غ نوعدا معنيعمي  and 
is spelled “Minim Dag Nʋʋre” in the Latin orthography for Moore. 

 

III Structure 

The Minim Dag Noore script is an alphabet at its core, but has heavy elements of an abjad. Minim 
Dag Noore is both a sinistrograde (right-to-left) script and a dextrograde script (left-to-right). 
This means the script is written either from right-to-left (RTL) or left-to-right (LTR) in a 
remarkably unique case of bidirectional text among the world’s writing systems. Minim Dag 
Noore is not a boustrophedon script, wherein the first line of text is written in one direction and 
the subsequent line is written in the opposite direction. Depending on how a person learns the 
script, they will write either RTL or LTR. People can easily read both RTL and LTR and there is no 
confusion in reading direction in a group of people that has both RTL and LTR writers. While the 
majority of people write RTL, there is a non-insignificant number of LTR users. People do not mix 
directions when writing. 
 
There are lowercase and uppercase letters for each direction of writing. Lowercase letters are 
joined at the bottom similar to the Arabic, NKo, and Adlam scripts. There are positional forms 
for the lowercase letters (as seen in Table 22), though they are not as drastic as positional forms 
in the Arabic script. 
 

Name IPA 
RTL Letters 

(Sinistrograde) 
LTR Letters 

(Dextrograde) 
Lowercase Uppercase Lowercase Uppercase 

A /a/ ا ا h H 
BA /b/ ب ب f F 
DJA /gʲ/ ج ^ ج ج 
DA /d/ د د $ £ 
HA /h/ ه ه i I 

WOU /w/ و و c ( 
ZA /z/ ز ز w / 

PAHE /p/ ح ح p P 
VATE /v/ ط ط ù % 

YI /j/ ي ي d D 
KA /k/ ك ك m M 
LA /l/ ل ل g G 



Page 4 of 83  

MA /m/ م م l L 
NA /n/  ن ن k K 
SA /s/ س س s S 
FA /f/ ف ف t T 

NGAS 
/g/, if occurring after 

/ŋ/ 
 z Z ص ص

QAX 

[k], [ɣ] and possibly 
[gʲ] as allophones of 
/g/. /kʲ/ as allophone 

of /k/ 

 r R ق ق

RA /r/ ر ر v V 
TA /t/ ت ت j J 

SANG /ŋ/ ث ث e E 
GA /g/ غ غ y Y 
Table 1. Basic character inventory of the Minim Dag Noore script when writing Mooré. 

The letters A, WOU, and YI, are considered the 3 “base vowel-letters” and are used with 
diacritics to create several different vowels (shown in the ‘Diacritics’ subsection below). 

 
Other letters 

Writing WOU or YI with a diacritic word-initially always represents a vowel with semi-vocalic 
onset, e.g. [wo] or [yi], comparable to Arabic Wāw و or Yā’ ي with a following short vowel, i.e., 
-However, there are two additional letters similar to WOU and YI that are used for word .يِ  or وُ 
initial vowels without a preceding semi-vowel, which is unusual in Mooré and mostly occurs in 
loanwords (e.g., Espãni (“Spain”, from French Espagne)). 

 Word-initial lowercase 
vowel WOU 

Example Word-initial lowercase 
vowel YI 

Example 

RTL آ آ Ǫ ريّترئشإ إ   
LTR ˆ éƇ ë ëvّdjv :q 

 Latin Orthography: ʋm Latin Orthography: iriytre 

Table 2.1. Lowercase word-initial vowel letters. 
 ./respective vowel diacritic* corresponds to an initial /ɪ/, /e/, /ẽ/, /ĩ/, /i/, /ɛ + إ
 .respective vowel diacritic* corresponds to an initial /ʊ/, /o/, /õ/, /ũ/, /u/, [oa͜] + آ

* See Diacritics table (Table 4) below to see vowel diacritics for Mooré. 
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This word-initial vowel YI letter can also be used when writing the Arabic language and 
represents  إ (IPA: /ʔi/). 
 
There are also uppercase word-initial vowel letters: 

Direction 
Word-initial vowel WOU Word-initial vowel YI 
Uppercase Lowercase Uppercase Lowercase 

RTL آ 
 إ آ

 إ
LTR § 

ˆ ¨ 
ë 

Table 2.2 Uppercase and lowercase word-initial vowel WOU and YI. 
 
 
 
Both the sinistrograde (RTL) script and the dextrograde (LTR) script have distinct letters for 
representing word-final lowercase vowels: 

 

Abasga 
(Word-final 
lowercase 
vowel A) 

Examples 

Yɩbasga 
(Word-final 
lowercase 
vowel YI) 

Examples 

Wʋbasga   
(Word-final 
lowercase 

vowel WOU) 

Examples 

RTL ءح ء* ضئبوذند ئ  ؤث ؤ   
LTR  Ɓ p*Ɓ   : fذck$ :a   ; e ; 

 
Latin 

Orthography: pà 
Latin 

Orthography: bũndi 
Latin 

Orthography: sõ 

Table 3. Word-final vowel graphemes. Note: any empty spaces between the letters in the 
examples above is due to an imperfect font; all text is, and should be, connected in the examples 
above. 
 
These should be encoded as they are considered separate letters and are collated differently 
than the “normal” A, WOU, and YI letters in Table 1 (see Figure 46 in Section IX). 
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Diacritics 
There are many (non-spacing) diacritics in the Minim Dag Noore script. To write the Mooré 
language, the following diacritics are used. 

Name Diacritic 
RTL LTR Mooré 

Latin 
Orthography 

IPA 
Base Base + Diacritic Base Base + Diacritic 

Abila Ƥ 
h h u ع ا ا  a /a/ 

c cu  وع  و  ʋ /ʊ/ 

d du يع  ي  ɩ /ɪ/ 

Sobila ƥ 
h hq ش ا ا   /ə/ 

c cq وش  و  o /o/ 

d dq يش  ي  e /e/ 

Hõbila Ʀ 
 /h ho ã /ã خ ا ا

c co وخ  و  õ /õ/ 

d do يخ  ي  ẽ /ẽ/ 

Zĩbila Ƨ 
h hb اذ  ا   /ɞ/ 

c cb وذ  و  ũ /ũ/ 

ي ي b d db  ĩ /ĩ/ 

Dibila ƨ 
h ha اض  ا   /æ/ 

c ca وض  و  u /u/ 

d da ض ي ي  i /i/ 

Zoabila Ʃ 
h hx اظ  ا   /ɑ~ɒ/ 

c cx وظ  و  oa [oa͜] 

d dx يظ  ي  ɛ /ɛ/ 

Table 4. The 6 vowel diacritics used on top of the 3 base vowel-letters to write the Mooré language. When a vowel-
letter does not have a vowel-diacritic on top of it, it is generally assumed the vocalic realization comes from Abila 

Ƥ. Writing vowels with uppercase letters will be discussed later. While /ə/, /ɞ/, /æ/, and /ɑ~ɒ/ do not natively occur 

in Mooré (hence the empty cells in the Latin orthography column), verified by a consulted scholar familiar with Mooré 
phonology, the letter+diacritic combinations are used in the script, most likely for emphasis or volume. 
 
Notice from Table 4 that diacritics’ shapes are fixed and do not change orientation when used 
on either the RTL or LTR versions of the script. 
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“Zaouga” is used when displaying the 6 vowel diacritics in isolation (for pedagogical texts) and 
for using the script to write the Arabic language. We sometimes refer to Zaouga as “vowel 
diacritic holders” in the proposal. “Zoubedre” is used for vocalization in uppercase text in 
addition to the same pedagogical purposes as Zaouga. 

Case 
Direction 

of 
Writing 

Default Ƥ ƥ Ʀ Ƨ ƨ Ʃ 

Zaouga 
(for 

lowercase) 

RTL ةظ  ةض  ةذ  ةخ  ةش  ةع  ة 
LTR , ,u ,q ,o ,b ,a ,x 

Zaoubedre 
(for 

uppercase) 

RTL ʖ U Q O B A § 
LTR ʗ U Q O B A § 

Table 5. Zaouga and Zaoubedre. 
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When writing Mooré in capital letters (not in lowercase), in either direction, specific vowel 
marks are used in lieu of the 3 base vowel-letters (as seen in Tables 1 and 4). These vowel-marks 
are placed below a consonantal letter. In Mooré, following the consonant that these marks are 
placed below, a Zaoubedre with a vowel diacritic atop it is written to specify exactly which vowel 
is produced. So, in summary, one must use a below vowel-mark and the subsequent 
Zaoubedre’s vowel diacritic value to produce a specific vowel. If a Zaoubedre and/or its vowel-
diacritic is not written after the consonant, an inherent Abila diacritic Ƥ and its vocalization can 
be assumed. 
 
These diacritics can also be used on any letters (including the base vowel-letters) when writing 
Arabic. 
 
There are two distinct marks that represent YI, called Masgõdga. One is used for capital letters 
(i.e., when writing Mooré) and one used for lowercase letters (i.e., when writing Arabic). See 
Figures 39.1-39.3 in Section IX for examples of how to read/interpret vowels in uppercase text. 
 

Below Vowel-Mark 
Equivalent Vowel-

Letters 
Examples of Use 

Mooré 
Arabic* 

LTR RTL 

Mastɩrga (represents 
vowel A) Ʋ 

 ا ا
h H 

FCAVMWBLFXN ىبٿمذكٯربؤض ةعݱ*ينݰݯتؼسݯن   

Mooré Lowercase 
Equivalent → 

fcavmdblfhun عىابلمكيذروضب  
 َу ْɎ َŊ ُсҽʮِ  

Latin: burkĩmbaa 

Mastẽkre (represents 
vowel WOU) ƴ 

 و و
c ( 

FCAVMWBLFXN بىٿكذمٯرضؤب ݰنݯسّتݯةعݱ*ين   

Mooré Lowercase 
Equivalent → 

fcavmdblfhun باعىمكيذرضوب  
 ِʮŊَɎَْуҽ ُс  

Latin: burkĩmbaa 

Masgõdga 
(represents 

vowel YI) 

used for 
Uppercase Ƴ 

ىبٿمذكٯربؤض D FCAVMWBLFXN ي  
- 

Mooré Lowercase 
Equivalent → 

fcavmdblfhun باعىمذيكربوض  
Latin: burkĩmbaa 

used for 
Lowercase Ƶ ي d - 

*ينݰݱنݯسّتݯةع  

 َŊɎَْу ِʮ ُсҽ  

Table 6. Below vowel-marks. Red = specified diacritic in the word; Blue = specified vocalization. 
*While Arabic can be written both RTL and LTR in Minim Dag Noore, it’s mostly written RTL. 
 
It is important to note that these below-vowel marks in Table 6 cannot be used together with 
the vowel-diacritics in Table 4. 
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Takre, ƪ, is a diacritic used to mark long vowels. Takre can be used on two adjacent vowel-

letters. It is visually stretched over the top of both vowel-letters. When this happens, Takre can 
be used in conjunction with vowel-diacritics. 

Takre (LONG 
VOWEL 

DIACRITIC) 

Examples 
Lowercase Uppercase 

RTL LTR RTL LTR 

ƪ 
غ-با  
 

f-hy مءنؤوا-اء  -HXLXKC.H 
Latin 

Orthography: 
baag AAMANƲWA 

Across 2 base 
vowel-letters 

Ȉ او  Ȉاي 
Ȉ وي  Ȉ او  
Ȉ يو  Ȉ يا   

Ȋhd Ȋhc 
Ȋch Ȋcd 
Ȋdh Ȋdc 

  اوٹ ايٹ
  ويٹ واٹ
يوٹ ياٹ  

ȌHD ȌH( 
Ȍ(H Ȍ(D 
ȌDH ȌD( 

Table 7. Minim Dag Noore script Takre (long vowel diacritic). See Figure 14 in Section IX to see 
Takre stretched over two vowel letters; see Figure 16 to see another diacritic above Takre 
stretched over two vowel letters; and see Figure 19 to see 2 diacritics above Takre stretched 
over two vowel letters. 

 
 

 
If a vowel-diacritic has already been placed on a basic vowel-letter, a distinct long-vowel letter 
follows the respective base vowel-letter. When writing in lowercase (regardless of direction) 
this long-vowel letter is always connected to the preceding vowel, but separated from the 
following consonant. In that respect, as well as in shape, it exhibits parallels to an Arabic Alif 
representing a long vowel /aː/, < ـا>. The uppercase version of the script (also regardless of 
direction) has its own long-vowel letter – a long vertical bar/line, and is also, naturally, not 
connected to the following letter. 
 

 
Takzɩsgo (for lowercase) Takbedre (for uppercase) 

RTL LTR RTL LTR 

Lowercase ى n ى N 

Examples مىريش                 vdqnl 
 
ءفOى  
 

T XON 

Latin 
Orthography: reem FÃÃ 

Table 8. Long-vowel letters. 
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There are other (non-spacing) diacritics used in the Minim Dag Noore script for various 
linguistic phenomena. 

Name Diacritic Function Example 

Kengre ƫ * Reduplication/gemination 
dneů̀q yɩɩnni 

 

Gõdga ƶ * Consonantal ending of a 
lexeme. Used only when 
writing Arabic. 

مِؼبِس   bɩsmɩ 

Tɩrga Ƭ 

* [Exceptionally] short vowels 
* Placeholder diacritic for 
vowel phonemes absent 
from Mooré 
* Free variation of /r/ ⇔ /d/ 
and /s/ ⇔ /h/  
* Conversion of Mooré 
phonemes to Arabic 
phonemes 

*ءح  pà 

This diacritic can 
continuously stretch (without 
interruption) over two vowel-
letters, similar to Takre in 
Table 7. However, if 2 
adjacent letters both use this 
diacritic, and they are not 
both vowels, the diacritic is 
disjointed 

RTL LTR 

ȋاو ȋاي ȋوا 
ȋوي ȋيا ȋيو 

*ئ*ر  

ȉhc ȉhd 
ȉch 

ȉcd ȉdh 
ȉdc 
*v* : 

Yɩkre ƭ 
* Prenasalized consonants  
* Syllabic nasals of languages 
other than Mooré 
* Palatalization of /n/ 

Ǔيش>غ  ngess 

Kʋʋga Ʈ * Distinction of words that 
are homophone or only 
tonally distinct 

MXN~YVQN KAAREE 

Gemgango Ư 
* Accommodation of 
manners and places of 
articulation absent from 
Mooré (especially labial-
velars) 

وشحّئع&إشت  ethiopie 

Pirgu ư 
* Abbreviated terms  
* Marker of French 
loanwords 
* Word-medial pronunciation 
of /w/ as a consonant 

ءألاوفي  filawa 
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Zɩlɩmbila Ʊ 
* Accommodation of 
manners and places of 
articulation absent from 
Mooré (especially implosives) 

كَ!اُولَي  ʋʋlaɩka 

Table 9. Other diacritics used in the Minim Dag Noore script. *There are many references, those 
listed in this table only represent some. 
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The table below shows how multiple diacritics can be used on a single letter. Only linguistically valid diacritic combinations are 
shown in the table below, but font designers should carefully study and deduce all potential diacritic combinations. 

 Ƥ ƥ Ʀ Ƨ ƨ Ʃ ƪ ƫ ƶ Ƭ ƭ Ʈ Ư ư Ʊ 

Ƥ -               

ƥ  -              

Ʀ   -             

Ƨ    -            

ƨ     -           

Ʃ      -          

ƪ       -         

ƫ        -        

ƶ         -       

Ƭ          -      

ƭ           -     

Ʈ            -    

Ư             -   

ư              -  

Ʊ               - 

Table 10.1. Vertical positioning of multiple diacritics above a single letter when writing Mooré. Empty cells are linguistically impossible. 
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As mentioned earlier under Table 6, the below vowel-marks (Mastɩrga Ʋ, Masgõdga Ƴ/Ƶ , and Mastẽkre ƴ) 

cannot be combined with the vowel-diacritics (Abila Ƥ, Sobila ƥ, Hõbila Ʀ, Zĩbila Ƨ, Dibila ƨ, and Zoabila Ʃ). 

Therefore, the below vowel-marks can be combined with the following single-diacritics: 

 ƪ ƫ ƶ Ƭ ƭ Ʈ Ư ư Ʊ 
Ʋ          
Ƴ          
Ƶ          
ƴ          

Table 10.2 Linguistically valid combinations of the below vowel-marks and diacritics. 
 
 
 
Finally, below are all of the linguistically possible combinations for below-vowel marks with multiple 
diacritics above a letter: 

                       

Ʋ                       

Ƴ                       

Ƶ                       

ƴ                       
Table 10.3 Linguistically valid combinations of below vowel-marks and multi-diacritic pairs above a letter. 
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Miscellaneous & Punctuation 

A character named “Woglogo” in the Minim Dag Noore script extends the length of a letter. It is written on 
the baseline and can be used when only writing in lowercase letters. It looks the same in RTL and LTR text. 

Woglogo Example 
Letters 

Direction 
Lengthener position when attached to letter + another letter (RA) 

RTL: ر LTR: v Isolated 
- Initial Initial 

Both 
sides Final 

Isolated 
- Final 

> 

SA /s/ 

RTL 

س <  س  س <  < س س< <س<  ر س<   
LTR 

s > s >s >s> s> s > s>v 

MA /s/ 

RTL 

م <  م م <  < م م< <م<  ر م<   
LTR 

l > l >l >l> l> l > l>v 
Table 11. Minim Dag Noore script letter lengthener. 

 

The Minim Dag Noore script has a character called Baare (which looks like: ؟) which is used for multiple 

purposes: as a period, comma, and/or a paragraph/section separator. See Figures 10 and 20 in Section IX 
for examples. 
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Minim Dag Noore when writing the Arabic language 

Minim Dag Noore can be, and is, used to write the Arabic language in addition to Mooré. The most famous 
Arabic-language publication by the Minim Dag Noore community is a transliteration of the Qur’an. The 
sinistrograde script (RTL) is used to write Arabic. While capital letters can technically be used to write 
Arabic, lowercase letters are much more common. The phonetic value of several Minim Dag Noore letters 
changes when the script is used to write Arabic. 

Name 
RTL Letters Original Letter IPA for Mooré New IPA for the 

letter 
Arabic-script 
equivalent Lowercase Uppercase 

PAHE  *ح* ح /p/ /ħ/ ح 

VATE  *ط* ط /v/ /tʕ/ ط 

NGAS  *ص* ص /g/, if occurring after [ŋ] /sʕ/ ص 

QAX  *ق* ق 
[k], [ɣ] and possibly [gj] as 
allophones of /g/, [kj] as 
allophone of /k/ 

/q/ ق 

SANG  *ث* ث /ŋ/ /θ/  ث 

GA  *غ* غ /g/ /ɣ/ غ 

AI  ٔةع *U Vowel diacritic Ai (ʿa) /ʕ/ ع 

CHO  ٓٔة *Q Vowel diacritic Cho (Šū’) /⁠ʃ/ ش 

HON  ْٔة *O Vowel diacritic Hon (H̬ū’) /x/ خ 

JUN  ٗٔة *B Vowel diacritic Jun (Ḏī’) /ð/ ذ 

DU  ٘ٔة *A Vowel diacritic Du (Ḍī’) /dʕ/ ض 

ZOA ظٔ ة  *§ Vowel diacritic Zoa (Za) /ðʕ/ ظ 

YI  !يٓ  ي /j/ + diacritic /ʔ/ preceded by 
/i/ 

 ئ 

WOU  !وٓ  و /w/ + diacritic 
/ʔ/ preceded by 

/u/ ؤ 

A YI Ï ٮ - 
Arabic alif 

maqṣūrah uses  ى 

YI  إ إ word-initial vowel YI - /j/ /ʔi/  إ 

Table 12. Note that the remaining Minim Dag Noore letters are also used to write Arabic and have the 
same phonetic value as when they are used for Mooré. 
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Numbers 

There are two sets of digits (both are base 10), and a set of mathematical numbers used in the Minim Dag 
Noore script. When representing multi-digit numbers, both sets of digits have the least-significant number 
on the right and the most-significant number on the left, and numbers increase in significance as you go 
from right-to-left, similar to Arabic and Latin, but opposite to NKo and Adlam. This is true regardless of 
writing direction; in RTL and LTR, digits increase in significance from right-to-left. 
 
However, it’s important to note that the writing direction of text affects how people actually write multi-
digit numbers. When writing RTL, multi-digit numbers are written in the same manner as in Arabic (i.e., the 
least-significant digit is written first and the most-significant digit is written last), but when writing LTR, 
numbers are written in the same manner as English/French/etc. (i.e., the most-significant digit is written 
first and the least-significant digit is written last); see Figure 37 in Section IX to see an example of this. 
 
The following digits/numerals are the default Minim Dag Noore digits used for most purposes. 

Minim 
Dag 
Noore 

٠١ ٩ ٨ ٧ ٦ ٥ ٤ ٣ ٢ ١ ٠  ٠٠١ ٢٠  ٢٠٠ 
Hindu-
Arabic 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 20 100 200 

Table 13. Minim Dag Noore script digits/numerals. 
 
The following digits/numerals are alternates distinctly used in special contexts such as supplicative texts, 
certain proverbs, secretive writing, or in texts involving the names of God. 

Minim 
Dag 
Noore 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 20 100 200 
Hindu-
Arabic 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 20 100 200 

Table 14. Alternate/special Minim Dag Noore script digits/numerals. 
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The letters of the Minim Dag Noore script also have numerical value, and are tied to the alternate/special 
digits in Table 14. This is similar to how the Arabic-speaking world used Arabic Abjad numerals (Arabic: 

ل ٱحِسَاب  جُمَّ
᠔
ل  / Latin transliteration: ḥisāb al-jummal). Minim Dag Noore Abjad numerals use all of the basic 

character inventory, and in the table below you will see how all of the Minim Dag Noore letters needed to 
write Mooré are used as Abjad numerals, and also six of the modified letters used to write the Arabic 
language. 

Letter Name 
”Minim Dag 

Noore” Abjad 
Numeral 

Minim Dag 
Noore Special 

Digit Value 

Equivalent 
Hindu-Arabic 

Value 

Equivalent Arabic Abjad Numeral 
”Common” 
Abjad Order 

Maghrebi 
Abjad Order 

A ا  1 1 ا 

BA ب  2 2 ب 

DJA جـ 3 3 ج 

DA د 4 4 د 

HA هـ 5 5 ه 

WOU و 6 6 و 

ZA ز 7 7 ز 

PAHE حـ 8 8 ح 

VATE ط 9 9 ط 

YI ى  10 10 ي 

KA ک ك 20 20 ك 

LA ل 30 30 ل 

MA مـ 40 40 م 

NA  ن 50 50 ن 

SA ص س 60 60 س 

AI  ٔع 70 70 ةع 

FA ف 80 80 ف 

NGAS ض ص 90 90 ص 

QAX ق 100 100 ق 

RA ر 200 200 ر 
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SO  س ش 300 300 ةش 

TA ت  400 400 ت 

SANG ث  500 500 ث 

HON  خـ 600 600 ةخ 

JUN  ذ 700 700 ةذ 

DU  ظ ض 800 800 ةض 

ZOA  غ ظ 900 900 ةظ 

GA ش غ 1,000 1000 غ 

Table 15. Minim Dag Noore script Abjad numerals; comparison with Arabic-script Abjad numerals. See Figure 
36 in Section IX for an example. The letters here represent the full “alphabet” as users learn them. 
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The Minim Dag Noore system has a mathematical notation system for mathematics as well. However, 
these are not proposed for encoding at this time due to not significantly being used by the community. 

Minim Dag 
Noore 

Mathematical 
Notation 

Hindu-Arabic numerical value English short form name Power 
of 10 

ٚ 0 zero  

 one 100 1 ڒ

ó 10 ten 101 

 +5 to ‘1’ ; +50 to ‘10’ 

adds 5 to the ‘1’ symbol, 
adds 50 to the ‘10’ 

symbol. Goes 
underneath the ‘1’ and 

‘10’ symbol 

 

 100 hundred 102 

Ç 1,000 thousand 103 

Æ 1,000,000 million 106 

É 1,000,000,000 billion 109 

È 1,000,000,000,000 trillion 1012 

Ê 1,000,000,000,000,000 quadrillion 1015 

 1,000,000,000,000,000,000 quintillion 1018 

) 1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 sextillion 1021 

Table 16. Minim Dag Noore script mathematical notation symbols. See Figures 25 and 33-35 in Section IX for examples. 
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The following shows how each of the above mathematical notation symbols is used. The notation for one 
can be written up to 5 times in a row, each increasing its value. Afterwards, a dot is written below a single 
symbol to represent 6. Another line is written after the line+dot combination to represent 7. This pattern 
repeats until 9. The same pattern applies to 10-90. 100 is represented with a horizontal line, and can be 
horizontally stacked up to 3 times to represent up to 300. Afterwards, a second column of one additional 
horizontal line appears to the left of the previous 3 horizontal bars to represent 400. This column can also 
be stacked up to 3 times to represent 600 in total. The process repeats until 900. 
 

Hindu-Arabic 
numerical 

value 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Minim Dag 
Noore 

Mathematical 
Notation 

 ݛ á ݚ ۯ ۮ ێ ۆ ڕ ڒ ٚ
Hindu-Arabic 

numerical 
value 

 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 

Minim Dag 
Noore 

Mathematical 
Notation 

 ó óó óóó óóóó óóóóó ĳ ݞ ݜ ۺ 
Hindu-Arabic 

numerical 
value 

 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 

Minim Dag 
Noore 

Mathematical 
Notation 

  ̃ ؛ ؛؛ ؛̃ ؛ ؛؛ ̃  ؛؛؛ ؛؛
Table 17. Illustration of how the Minim Dag Noore script mathematical notation system works. It’s important 
to note that 7, 9, 70, and 90 have dots that appear between the lines/circles on the bottom, rather than 
directly below the lines/circles (as it occurs for 6, 8, 60, and 80). Also note the vertical position of a new 
column of horizontal bars for the hundreds numerals. 
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The higher magnitude symbols are shown below. It is used similar to a digit system. 
Higher Magnitude Minim Dag Noore 

Mathematical Notation 
Hindu-Arabic numerical value Equivalent Scientific Notation 

 1x103 1,000 ݭ

 1x106 1,000,000 ݬ

 1x109 1,000,000,000 ݫ

 1x1012 1,000,000,000,000 ݪ

 1x1015 1,000,000,000,000,000 ݩ

 1x1018 1,000,000,000,000,000,000 ݨ

 1x1021 1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 ݧ

Table 18. Mathematical notation symbols of higher magnitude. 
 

 
Symbols 

Name Symbol Used to write Example 
Daya © Days ¯٢٠٠٦ ª  ١١ ©٢٣ 

   2006   11   23 Kiisi ª Months 

Yʋʋma ¯ Years 

Table 19. See Figures 25 and 30 in Section IX for examples. 
 
 
 
 
The Minim Dag Noore script uses the following parentheses. 

Tãblebnde (Closing 
Parenthesis) 

Tãppo (Opening 
Parenthesis) 

RTL Example Hindu-Arabic 
Equivalent 

ú í ú٢٥í (25) 
Table 20. Minim Dag Noore script parentheses. See Figures 2, 6, and 11 in Section IX for examples. 
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IV Character Repertoire 

Below is the character repertoire to encode. The glyphs represented below are the RTL rendering of the 
script. It should be noted that the forms vary in appearance when written LTR. This variation is handled 
during text rendering rather than with separate encoding. Type designers should note these differences 
when developing typefaces to support both RTL and LTR versions of the script. 

Character Unicode Name 

 U+1X000 MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER A ا

 U+1X001 MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER BA ب

 U+1X002 MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER DJA ج

 U+1X003 MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER DA د

 U+1X004 MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER HA ه

 U+1X005 MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER WOU و

 U+1X006 MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER ZA ز

 U+1X007 MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER PAHE ح

 U+1X008 MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER VATE ط

 U+1X009 MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER YI ي

 U+1X00A MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER KA ك

 U+1X00B MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER LA ل

 U+1X00C MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER MA م

 U+1X00D MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER NA ن

 U+1X00E MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER SA س

 U+1X00F MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER FA ف

 U+1X010 MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER NGAS ص

 U+1X011 MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER QAX ق

 U+1X012 MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER RA ر

 U+1X013 MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER TA ت

 U+1X014 MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER SANG ث

 U+1X015 MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER GA غ

 U+1X016 MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL WORD INITIAL VOWEL YI إ

 U+1X017 MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL WORD INITIAL VOWEL WOU آ

 U+1X018 MINIM DAG NOORE TAKBEDRE ى

ʖ U+1X019 MINIM DAG NOORE ZAOUBEDRE 

 U+1X01A MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER A ا
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 U+1X01B MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER BA ب

 U+1X01C MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER DJA ج

 U+1X01D MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER DA د

 U+1X01E MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER HA ه

 U+1X01F MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER WOU و

 U+1X020 MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER ZA ز

 U+1X021 MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER PAHE ح

 U+1X022 MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER VATE ط

 U+1X023 MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER YI ي

 U+1X024 MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER KA ك

 U+1X025 MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER LA ل

 U+1X026 MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER MA م

 U+1X027 MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER NA ن 

 U+1X028 MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER SA س

 U+1X029 MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER FA ف

 U+1X02A MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER NGAS ص

 U+1X02B MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER QAX ق

 U+1X02C MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER RA ر

 U+1X02D MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER TA ت

 U+1X02E MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER SANG ث

 U+1X02F MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER GA غ

 U+1X030 MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL WORD INITIAL VOWEL YI إ 

 U+1X031 MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL WORD INITIAL VOWEL WOU آ

 U+1X032 MINIM DAG NOORE ABASGA ء

 U+1X033 MINIM DAG NOORE YIBASGA ئ

 U+1X034 MINIM DAG NOORE WUBASGA ؤ

 U+1X035 MINIM DAG NOORE TAKZISGO ى

 U+1X036 MINIM DAG NOORE ZAOUGA ة

٠ U+1X037 MINIM DAG NOORE DIGIT ZERO 
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١ U+1X038 MINIM DAG NOORE DIGIT ONE 

٢ U+1X039 MINIM DAG NOORE DIGIT TWO 

٣ U+1X03A MINIM DAG NOORE DIGIT THREE 

٤ U+1X03B MINIM DAG NOORE DIGIT FOUR 

٥ U+1X03C MINIM DAG NOORE DIGIT FIVE 

٦ U+1X03D MINIM DAG NOORE DIGIT SIX 

٧ U+1X03E MINIM DAG NOORE DIGIT SEVEN 

٨ U+1X03F MINIM DAG NOORE DIGIT EIGHT 

٩ U+1X040 MINIM DAG NOORE DIGIT NINE 

0 U+1X041 MINIM DAG NOORE ALTERNATE DIGIT ZERO 

1 U+1X042 MINIM DAG NOORE ALTERNATE DIGIT ONE 

2 U+1X043 MINIM DAG NOORE ALTERNATE DIGIT TWO 

3 U+1X044 MINIM DAG NOORE ALTERNATE DIGIT THREE 

4 U+1X045 MINIM DAG NOORE ALTERNATE DIGIT FOUR 

5 U+1X046 MINIM DAG NOORE ALTERNATE DIGIT FIVE 

6 U+1X047 MINIM DAG NOORE ALTERNATE DIGIT SIX 

7 U+1X048 MINIM DAG NOORE ALTERNATE DIGIT SEVEN 

8 U+1X049 MINIM DAG NOORE ALTERNATE DIGIT EIGHT 

9 U+1X04A MINIM DAG NOORE ALTERNATE DIGIT NINE 

Ƥ U+1X04B MINM DAG NOORE ABILA 

ƥ U+1X04C MINM DAG NOORE SOBILA 

Ʀ U+1X04D MINM DAG NOORE HOBILA 

Ƨ U+1X04E MINM DAG NOORE ZIBILA 

ƨ U+1X04F MINM DAG NOORE DIBILA 

Ʃ U+1X050 MINM DAG NOORE ZOABILA 

ƪ U+1X051 MINIM DAG NOORE TAKRE 

Ʋ U+1X052 MINIM DAG NOORE MASTIRGA 

Ƴ U+1X053 MINM DAG NOORE MASGODGA UPPERCASE 

Ƶ U+1X054 MINIM DAG NOORE MASGODGA LOWERCASE 



Page 25 of 83  

ƴ U+1X055 MINIM DAG NOORE MASTEKRE 

ƫ U+1X056 MINM DAG NOORE KENGRE 

ƶ U+1X057 MINM DAG NOORE GODGA 

Ƭ U+1X058 MINM DAG NOORE TIRGA 

ƭ U+1X059 MINM DAG NOORE YIKRE 

Ʈ U+1X05A MINM DAG NOORE KUUGA 

Ư U+1X05B MINM DAG NOORE GEMGANGO 

ư U+1X05C MINM DAG NOORE PIRGU 

Ʊ U+1X05D MINM DAG NOORE ZILIMBILA 

> U+1X05E MINM DAG NOORE WOGLOGO 

© U+1X05F MINIM DAG NOORE DAYA 

ª U+1X060 MINM DAG NOORE KIISI 

¯ U+1X061 MINM DAG NOORE YUUMA 

 U+1X062 MINIM DAG NOORE BAARE ؟

í U+1X063 MINM DAG NOORE TAPPO 

ú U+1X064 MINM DAG NOORE TABLEBNDE 

Table 21. Character repertoire of the Minim Dag Noore script. 
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Chart 
 U+1X00 U+1X01 U+1X02 U+1X03 U+1X04 U+1X05 U+1X06 

 Ʃ ª ٩ إ  ز ص ا 0
 ¯ ƪ 0 آ ح ق ب 1
 ؟ Ʋ 1 ء ط ر ج 2
 Ƴ í 2 ئ ي ت د 3
 Ƶ ú 3 ؤ ك ث ه 4
  ƴ 4 ى ل غ و 5
  ƫ 5 ة م إ ز 6
  ƶ 6 ٠ ن  آ ح 7
  Ƭ 7 ١ س ى ط 8
  ƭ 8 ٢ ف ʖ ي 9
A 9 ٣ ص ا ك Ʈ  
B ٤ ق ب ل Ƥ Ư  
C ٥ ر ج م ƥ ư  
D ٦ ت د ن Ʀ Ʊ  
E ٧ ث ه س Ƨ >  
F ٨ غ و ف ƨ ©  
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Additional information on characters 

Joining information 
 The bottom of all lowercase letters can join together on both sides. 
 Uppercase letters never join together. 
 Word initial vowel letters (SMALL WORD INITIAL VOWEL YI; SMALL WORD INTIAL VOWEL WOU) 

connect on both sides as well. 
 Word-final letters connect as well: ABASGA; WUBASGA; and YIBASGA connect on the right (as 

they are used in RTL text), and LEFT ABASGA; LEFT WUBASGA; and LEFT YIBASGA connect on the 
left (as they are used in LTR text). 

 Vowel-diacritic holders connect on both sides (ZAOUGA and LEFT ZAOUGA). 
 The long-vowel grapheme TAKZISGO connects on the right (as it is used in RTL text) and LEFT 

TAKZISGO connects on the left (as it is used in LTR text). 
 The letter connector/extender WOGLOGO connects on both sides. 

 
 

Letter 
RTL 

 

LTR 
Final Medial Initial Isolated Isolated Initial Medial Final 

A ا ƺ ƹ ا h ż Ž Ż 
BA ƻ  ƽ Ƽ ب f Ŷ ŷ ŵ 
DJA ǆ Ǉ ج ج ^ Ū ū ũ 
DA Ǌ ǌ ǋ د $ Ŝ ŝ ś 
HA ǰ ǲ Ǳ ه i ſ ƀ ž 

WOU ǳ ǵ Ǵ و c ŭ Ů Ŭ 
ZA  ǐ  ǒ Ǒ ز w Ɲ ƞ Ɯ 

PAHE ǈ ح ǉ ح p Ǝ Ə ƍ 
VATE Ǚ ط ǚ ط ù Ʈ Ư ƭ 

YI Ƕ ي Ƿ ي d Ű ű ů 
KA  Ǥ Ǧ ǥ ك m Ƌ ƌ Ɗ 
LA ǧ ǩ Ǩ ل g Ź ź Ÿ 
MA Ǫ Ǭ ǫ م l ƈ Ɖ Ƈ 
NA ǭ ǯ Ǯ  ن k ƅ Ɔ Ƅ 
SA Ǔ Ǖ ǔ س s Ɣ ƕ Ɠ 
FA Ǟ Ǡ ǟ ف t Ɨ Ƙ Ɩ 

NGAS ǖ ǘ  Ǘ ص z ƣ Ƥ Ƣ 
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QAX  ǡ ǣ Ǣ ق r Ƒ ƒ Ɛ 
RA Ǎ Ǐ ǎ ر v ƚ ƛ ƙ 
TA ǁ ت ǂ ت j Ƃ ƃ Ɓ 

SANG ǃ ǅ  Ǆ ث e ų Ŵ Ų 
GA Ǜ ǝ ǜ غ y Ơ ơ Ɵ 

SMALL 
WORD 
INITIAL 

VOWEL YI 

 Ƹ Ʒ  إ ë ƫ Ƭ  

SMALL 
WORD 
INITIAL 
VOWEL 
WOU 

  Ƶ آ ˆ Ƴ   

ABASGA ء   ء Ɓ   Ɓ 
YIBASGA ئ   ئ :   : 

WUBASGA ؤ   ؤ ;   ; 

ZAOUGA 
ƾ 
 

ǀ 
 

ƿ 
 

 ة
 

 
, 
 

š 
 

Ţ 
 

Š 
 

Table 22: Positional forms for the Minim Dag Noore script. 
 
The Isolated forms are used in the character repertoire table (Table 21) and the Code Chart. 
 
 
Punctuation 
See Section III, subsection “Miscellaneous”. 

 
Numbers 
See Section III, subsection “Numbers”.
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V Properties 

General Category and other properties 

 

U+1X000;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER A;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X001;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER BA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X002;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER DJA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X003;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER DA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X004;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER HA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X005;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER WOU;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X006;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER ZA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X007;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER PAHE;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X008;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER VATE;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X009;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER YI;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X00A;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER KA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X00B;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER LA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X00C;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER MA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X00D;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER NA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X00E;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER SA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X00F;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER FA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X010;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER NGAS;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X011;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER QAX;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X012;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER RA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X013;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER TA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X014;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER SANG;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X015;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL LETTER GA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X016;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL WORD INITIAL VOWEL YI;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X017;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL WORD INITIAL VOWEL WOU;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X018;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL TAKBEDRE;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X019;MINIM DAG NOORE CAPITAL ZAOUBEDRE;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X01A;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER A;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X01B;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER BA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X01C;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER DJA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X01D;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER DA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X01E;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER HA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X01F;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER WOU;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X020;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER ZA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X021;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER PAHE;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X022;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER VATE;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X023;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER YI;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X024;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER KA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X025;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER LA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X026;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER MA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X027;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER NA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X028;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER SA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X029;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER FA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X02A;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER NGAS;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X02B;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER QAX;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X02C;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER RA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X02D;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER TA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X02E;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER SANG;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
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U+1X02F;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL LETTER GA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X030;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL WORD INITIAL VOWEL YI;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1x031;MINIM DAG NOORE SMALL WORD INITIAL VOWEL WOU;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X032;MINIM DAG NOORE ABASGA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X033;MINIM DAG NOORE YIBASGA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X034;MINIM DAG NOORE WUBASGA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X035;MINIM DAG NOORE TAKZISGO;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X036;MINIM DAG NOORE ZAOUGA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X037;MINIM DAG NOORE DIGIT ZERO;Nd;0;ON;;0;0;0;N;;;;; 
U+1X038;MINIM DAG NOORE DIGIT ONE;Nd;0;ON;;1;1;1;N;;;;; 
U+1X039;MINIM DAG NOORE DIGIT TWO;Lo;0;ON;;2;2;2;N;;;;; 
U+1X03A;MINIM DAG NOORE DIGIT THREE;Lo;0;ON;;3;3;3;N;;;;; 
U+1X03B;MINIM DAG NOORE DIGIT FOUR;Lo;0;ON;;4;4;4;N;;;;; 
U+1X03C;MINIM DAG NOORE DIGIT FIVE;Lo;0;ON;;5;5;5;N;;;;; 
U+1X03D;MINIM DAG NOORE DIGIT SIX;Lo;0;ON;;6;6;6;N;;;;; 
U+1X03E;MINIM DAG NOORE DIGIT SEVEN;Lo;0;ON;;7;7;7;N;;;;; 
U+1X03F;MINIM DAG NOORE DIGIT EIGHT;Lo;0;ON;;8;8;8;N;;;;; 
U+1X040;MINIM DAG NOORE DIGIT NINE;Lo;0;ON;;9;9;9;N;;;;; 
U+1X041;MINIM DAG NOORE ALTERNATE DIGIT ZERO;Lo;0;ON;;0;0;0;N;;;;; 
U+1X042;MINIM DAG NOORE ALTERNATE DIGIT ONE;Lo;0;ON;;1;1;1;N;;;;; 
U+1X043;MINIM DAG NOORE ALTERNATE DIGIT TWO;Lo;0;ON;;2;2;2;N;;;;; 
U+1X044;MINIM DAG NOORE ALTERNATE DIGIT THREE;Lo;0;ON;;3;3;3;N;;;;; 
U+1X045;MINIM DAG NOORE ALTERNATE DIGIT FOUR;Lo;0;ON;;4;4;4;N;;;;; 
U+1X046;MINIM DAG NOORE ALTERNATE DIGIT FIVE;Lo;0;ON;;5;5;5;N;;;;; 
U+1X047;MINIM DAG NOORE ALTERNATE DIGIT SIX;Lo;0;ON;;6;6;6;N;;;;; 
U+1X048;MINIM DAG NOORE ALTERNATE DIGIT SEVEN;Lo;0;ON;;7;7;7;N;;;;; 
U+1X049;MINIM DAG NOORE ALTERNATE DIGIT EIGHT;Lo;0;ON;;8;8;8;N;;;;; 
U+1X04A;MINIM DAG NOORE ALTERNATE DIGIT NINE;Nd;0;ON;;9;9;9;N;;;;; 
U+1X04B;MINIM DAG NOORE ABILA;Mn;230;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X04C;MINIM DAG NOORE SOBILA;Mn;230;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X04D;MINIM DAG NOORE HOBILA;Mn;230;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X04E;MINIM DAG NOORE ZIBILA;Mn;230;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X04F;MINIM DAG NOORE DIBILA;Mn;230;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X050;MINIM DAG NOORE ZOABILA;Mn;230;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X051;MINIM DAG NOORE TAKRE;Mn;230;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X052;MINIM DAG NOORE MASTIRGA;Lo;220;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X053;MINIM DAG NOORE MASGODGA UPPERCASE;Lo;220;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X054;MINIM DAG NOORE MASGODGA LOWERCASE;Mn;220;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X055;MINIM DAG NOORE MASTEKRE;Mn;220;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X056;MINIM DAG NOORE KENGRE;Mn;230;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X057;MINIM DAG NOORE GODGA;Mn;230;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X058;MINIM DAG NOORE TIRGA;Mn;230;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X059;MINIM DAG NOORE YIKRE;Mn;230;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X05A;MINIM DAG NOORE KUUGA;Mn;230;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X05B;MINIM DAG NOORE GEMGANGO;Mn;230;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X05C;MINIM DAG NOORE PIRGU;Mn;230;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X05D;MINIM DAG NOORE ZILIMBILA;Mn;230;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X05E;MINIM DAG NOORE WOGLOGO;Lm;0;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X05F;MINIM DAG NOORE DAYA;Lo;0;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X060;MINIM DAG NOORE KIISI;Lo;0;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X061;MINIM DAG NOORE YUUMA;Lo;0;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X062;MINIM DAG NOORE BAARE;Po;0;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
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U+1X063;MINIM DAG NOORE TAPPO;Ps;0;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
U+1X064;MINIM DAG NOORE TABLEBNDE;Pe;0;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 

Character properties for the Minim Dag Noore script. 
 

Line breaking information 
Answering the following questions will help the Unicode experts determine the appropriate line break 
properties: 
• Words are separated using a space; U+0020 SPACE . 
• Lines breaks only occur at word boundaries. 
• There is no special mode (e.g., how hyphenation is used in English) to allow line breaks within 

words. 
• Line breaks cannot occur within numbers. 
• Line breaks cannot occur before punctuation characters. 

 
The Minim Dag Noore script is most likely to occur with the Arabic script. See Figures 15, 24, and 26 in 
Section IX for examples of intralinear/interlinear Arabic-script and Minim Dag Noore-script text. It is also 
likely to occur with the Latin script as the Burkina Faso government officially uses the Latin script to write 
Mooré. 
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VI Collation 
The basic alphabetic order is shown below: 

Order Name 
RTL Letters 

(Sinistrograde) 
LTR Letters 

(Dextrograde) 
Lowercase Uppercase Lowercase Uppercase 

1 A ا ا h H 
2 BA ب ب f F 
3 DJA ج ^ ج ج 
4 DA د د $ £ 
5 HA ه ه i I 
6 WOU و و c ( 
7 ZA ز ز w / 
8 PAHE ح ح p P 
9 VATE ط ط ù % 

10 YI ي ي d D 
11 KA ك ك m M 
12 LA ل ل g G 
13 MA م م l L 
14 NA  ن ن k K 
15 SA س س s S 
16 AI  ةع U ,u U 
17 FA ف ف t T 
18 NGAS ص ص z Z 
19 QAX ق ق r R 
20 RA ر ر v V 
21 SO  ةش Q ,q Q 
22 TA ت ت j J 
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23 SANG ث ث e E 
24 HON  ةخ O ,o O 
25 JUN  ةذ B ,b B 
26 DU  ةض A ,a A 
27 ZOA  ةظ § ,x § 
30 GA غ غ y Y 

31 
WORD 
INITIAL 

VOWEL YI 
 ¨ ë إ إ 

32 

WORD 
INITIAL 
VOWEL 
WOU 

 § ˆ آ آ

33 TAKZISGO/ 
TAKBEDRE 

 n N ى ى
34 ABASGA ء  Ɓ  
35 YIBASGA ئ   :  
36 WUBASGA ؤ   ;  

Table 23. Basic collation order of the Minim Dag Noore script.  
 

See Figure 46 in Section IX to see collation in community primers. 
 
Capital letters are ordered before lowercase letters. This is true for both the RTL and LTR versions of the 
script. Regarding directionality for collation, RTL is ordered before LTR for the same cases as RTL is more 
frequently used by the community. Therefore, collation should be: Uppercase RTL, Uppercase LTR, 
lowercase RTL, lowercase LTR. 
 
There are 19 diacritics in the Minim Dag Noore script. When accounting for writing Mooré and Arabic, all 
letters can be used with all diacritics. Here is how collation is affected when diacritics are used: 

 
UNMARKED LETTER < ABILA < SOBILA < HOBILA < ZIBILA < DIBILA < ZOABILA < TAKRE < MASTIRGA < 
MASGODGA UPPERCASE < MASGODGA LOWERCASE < MASTEKRE < KENGRE < GODGA < TIRGA < YIKRE 
< KUUGA < GEMGANGO < PIRGU < ZILIMBILA 
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Here is a table visualizing the order with the letter  ا (A) : 

1st Unmarked 
letter 

 11th Masgõdga ا
Lowercase ِ ا   

2nd Abila  12 اعth Mastẽkre ُ ا   
3rd Sobila  13 اشth Kengre ّا 
4th Hõbila  14 اخth Gõdga  ۢا  
5th Zĩbila  15 اذth Tɩrga  ٔا  
6th Dibila  16 اضth Yɩkre  <ا 
7th Zoabila  17 اظth Kʋʋga ا‹ 
8th Takre ا -  18th Gemgango  &ا  
9th Mastɩrga َ ا   19th Pirgu  ٍا 

10th Masgõdga 
Uppercase 

W20 اth Zɩlɩmbila  !ا 
Table 24. Order of diacritics on letters. 
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As seen in Tables 10.1-10.3, multiple diacritics can be used on a single letter. All individual diacritics are 
ordered first, then 2-diacritic combinations, then 3-diacritic combinations, then the next letter in the 
script is ordered. 2-part and 3-part diacritics are ordered according to the basic diacritic order in Table 
24. Below is an exhaustive table of how every linguistically possible diacritic and diacritic combination is 
ordered for any particular letter: 

1 Ƥ ƥ Ʀ Ƨ ƨ Ʃ ƪ Ʋ Ƴ Ƶ ƴ ƫ ƶ Ƭ ƭ Ʈ Ư ư Ʊ 

2         

3         

4         

5         

6         

7         

8      

9          

10          

11          

12          

13       

14       

15  
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16     

17                       

18                       

19                       

20                       

Table 25. Order of all diacritics and diacritic combinations. Read the top to bottom, and left to right. 
Row 1 is ordered first (left to right), then row 2, etc. 
 
In summary, the capital letters are ordered first, then lowercase. Remember that all of the diacritic 
possibilities can occur on capital letters as well as lowercase. For any letter, the unmarked letter (for 

example  ا (A)) is ordered first, then the same letter with all possible diacritic combinations in Table 

25, in the order they appear (left-to-right, top to bottom), then the next letter (i.e., ب (BA)). 
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15.  ᡧ ᢕᣌطᗷوأعمال المرا ᣄ99 ,2008 ,ال pages, by: Mahamadi Ouédraogo. Figure 12. 

 
Additional Resources 

1. “l'alphabet mooré. Moor gʋls bi-paala” YouTube, June 24, 2018. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2fWBEp3BJhg / 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1559147544197689 

2. “Ľalphabet mooré” YouTube June 26, 2018. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RsQSz6943-o 

3. “Alphabet en moore miniim dag noore inventé au burkina fasoم داغنوري لمحمد القائᘭ حروف مي” 
YouTube, March 17, 2017. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y0bPZK1gnTc 

4. “ ᢝᣓᛳم بᘭ مي miniim dag noore” YouTube, December 12, 2017. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-SUmTcauHFM 

5. “Moore miniim biissi” YouTube, January 2, 2018. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t7KOsK8i6N0 

6. “Fondation miniim dag noore nouveau alphabet” YouTube, January 25, 2018. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iKNuWxNpxpk 

7. ” Moor yelbuna Moor bipaala” YouTube, October 31, 2019. The title roughly translates to “Mooré 
proverbs [in] new Mooré [letters]” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QaMCnwyfdsU  

8. “2 décembre 2023” YouTube, December 2, 2013. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aUbPGYQA4J8 

9. “l'hymne national en mooré” YouTube, June 27, 2018. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLzXKKpK53A 

10. “l'hymne national” YouTube, July 5, 2018. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFUZogTTCqE 

11. “Prononciation de nouveau alphabet du mooré” YouTube, July 10, 2018. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iydP22PyJvU 

12. “Prononciation de nouveau alphabet du mooré” YouTube, July 10, 2018. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7QB9lMQVIFg 

13. “Prononciation de nouveau alphabet du mooré 3” YouTube, July 10, 2018. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lgkUEwlJJwI 

14. “Prononciation de nouveau alphabet du mooré 4” YouTube, July 10, 2018. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eX2F5sZah1Q 

15. “Prononciation de nouveau alphabet du mooré 5” YouTube, July 10, 2018. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d9EHf4VjtwA 
16. “Prononciation de nouveau alphabet du mooré 06” YouTube, July 10, 2018. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3deNL44LrU 
17. “Prononciation de nouveau alphabet du mooré 07” YouTube, July 10, 2018. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tPBVdQKF3CE 
18. “Nouvel alphabet mooré” YouTube, August 3, 2018. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fjdUMeu33eM 
19. “Nouvel alphabet mooré” YouTube, August 3, 2018. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z1_xqb3xWuo 
20. “Nouvel alphabet mooré” YouTube, August 3, 2018. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Me4lXj_WOSo 
21. “Nouvel alphabet mooré” YouTube, August 3, 2018. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAJSLo1NJ6Q 
22. “Nouvel alphabet mooré” YouTube, August 3, 2018. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cbWXaR55dLQ 
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INSS attestation of the Minim Dag Noore script’s suitability for the Mooré language. 
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IX Examples 

 
Figure 1. Qur’an, 2021, written by Mahamadi Ouédraogo. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lgkUEwlJJwI. 
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Figure 2. Quran, 2021, written by Mahamadi Ouédraogo. 
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Figure 3. Surat Al-Baqarah, 2022 647-page Quran. Red arrow: Uppercase word-initial vowel YI. Note that this is in 
Arabic. 



Page 43 of 83  

 
Figure 4. 2014, 242-page book on contemplation and Istikharah (Arabic: الاستخارة), written by Zakaria Ouédraogo. 
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Figure 5. Book on Mooré poetry, written by Abdul Wahab. 
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Figure 6. 2021, 61-page book Quran, written by Abdul Rahim. 
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Figure 7. Book on jurisprudence and religion. 
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Figure 8. 2014 book on wisdom and Istikharah. 
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Figure 9. 2017, book on advice/wisdom and 100 proverbs, written by Zakaria Ouédraogo. Arrow: Takre 
diacritic over two vowel letters, and an additional Zoabila above the letter WOU. 
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Figure 10. 20-page Mooré language educational book, written by Zakaria Ouédraogo. Red arrow = Baare 
punctuation mark. 
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Figure 11.1. Medical book, written by Abdel Rahim Yaogo. Arrows: purple = Gõdga diacritic; pink = Kengre diacritic; 
green = below-letter vowel-marks. 
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Figure 11.2. Medical book, written by Abdel Rahim Yaogo. Alternate/special Minim digits are underlined 
in red. Arrow: red = long-vowel diacritic with Hõbila above YI. 
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Figure 12. 2008, book titled (paraphrasing): “The Secrets and Works of the Almoravids”. The topic is on the Almoravid 
dynasty (طونᗷالمرا), written by Mahamadi Ouédraogo. 
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Figure 13.1. 2017, book on various topics, the page above is the National Anthem of Burkina Faso, written 
by Ahmed Sodgo. Red arrow: Zaoubedre with vowel diacritic on top. This is written in the uppercase LTR 
version of the Minim Dag Noore script. 
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Figure 13.2. The lowercase LTR version of the above book. 
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Figure 14. 2017, medical book, written by Abdel Rahim Yaogo. Arrows: red = long-vowel diacritic, green 
= word-final vowel grapheme. 
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Figure 15. 2018, book on learning to read, written by Mahamadi Ouédraogo. Blue arrow = the A YI digraph 
used when writing Arabic. 
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Figure 16. Book on various educational topics, shown above are African nations written in the Minim Dag 
Noore script. Arrows: red = word-initial vowel ‘YI’ letter; blue = word-final vowel letters; pink = Takre 
stretched over two letters with Zoabila above the letter YI; green = Tɩrga diacritic. 
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Figure 17. Handwritten text on religion. 
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Figure 18.1. Handwritten text on African countries. 
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Figure 18.2. Handwritten text on literacy. 
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Figure 19. 2016, book of proverbs. Alternate/special Minim Dag Noore numerals written in red. Red 
arrows = Takre stretched over two vowel letters and some examples of 1 or 2 diacritics above Takre. 
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Figure 20. The 1st Mooré proverb in a video of 10 proverbs. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QaMCnwyfdsU Red arrow = Baare punctuation mark. The man in the 
image is Moro Naba Kougri (born Moussa Congo). “Moro Naba” is a title for the king/ruler of Wogodogo, 
one of the Mossi Kingdoms located in present-day Burkina Faso. The kingdom takes its name from its 
historic capital, now the Burkinabe national capital of Ouagadougou. 
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Figure 21.1. A screenshot from a video singing the Burkina Faso national anthem in Mooré with lyrics 
written in the lowercase left-to-right version of the Minim Dag Noore script. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLzXKKpK53A 



Page 64 of 83  

 
Figure 21.2. A screenshot from a video singing the Burkina Faso national anthem in Mooré with lyrics 
written in the uppercase LTR version of the Minim Dag Noore script. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLzXKKpK53A Arrows: red = long-vowel letter; blue = LTR word-final 
vowel letter YI. 
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Figure 22. A screenshot of from a video singing the Burkina Faso national anthem in Mooré with lyrics 
written in the Latin script. This is, presumably, a follow-up accompanying video to the video showcased 
in Figures 23.1-23.2 that used the Minim Dag Noore script. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFUZogTTCqE 
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Figure 23. Example of a short digital text consisting of greetings and blessing to celebrate Eid al-Fitr (  دᘭع
 ʿĪd al-Fiṭr) in May 2023. Arrows: red = long-vowel diacritic; green = Tɩrga diacritic; blue = Kengre / الفطر
diacritic. 

 
 

 
Figure 24. Minim Dag Noore script primer written in Arabic and Mooré. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2fWBEp3BJhg 
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Figure 25. Educational material on the Minim Dag Noore script. The paper on the right displays Minim 
Dag Noore script letters. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RsQSz6943-o Arrows: red = LTR lowercase 
letters; green = LTR uppercase letters; blue = diacritics; yellow = numerals; orange = mathematical 
notation; purple = date symbols. 

 

 
Figure 26. Interlinear Mooré and Arabic text in the Minim Dag Noore and Arabic scripts. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RsQSz6943-o 
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Figure 27. The Minim Dag Noore keyboard layout; compare with an Arabic keyboard below (Figure 91). 
(Figures 90-92 are from “Technological Adaptation and the Role of Social Media in the Proliferation of the 
Newly Created Minim Script from Burkina Faso” by: Jannis Kostelnik) 

 

Figure 28. Arabic keyboard that the community are using with Minim Dag Noore script fonts.  

 

Figure 29. Script/linguistics analysis comparing Mooré with Arabic. 
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Figure 30. Minim Dag Noore script date symbols. 

 
 
 
 

 
Figure 31. Minim Dag Noore script numerals (top) and Hindu-Arabic equivalents (bottom). 
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Figure 32. Minim Dag Noore script numerals and Mooré-language names written out besides them. 
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Figure 33. Minim Dag Noore script mathematical notation symbols. 
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Figure 34. Minim Dag Noore script mathematical notation symbols. 
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Figure 35. Minim Dag Noore script mathematical notation symbols written in combinations to create 
different values. 
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Figure 36. Mooré Abjad numerals. 

 
 

 
 

 
Figure 37. An example of how Minim Dag Noore script digits are written/read LTR (top) and RTL (bottom) 
using French and Arabic as examples. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Figure 38. How Takre ƪ, and the Tɩrga Ƭ diacritic can stretch over 2 base-vowels at the same time. 
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Figure 39.1. An excerpt from a page written in uppercase RTL Minim Dag Noore script. 

 

 
Figure 39.2. The proposal author’s attempt to transliterate Figure 39.1’s excerpt into the Latin Mooré 
orthography described in Table 4. 
 
 
 

 
Figure 39.3. Lowercase equivalents of the excerpt from Figure 38.1. RTL on the top; LTR on the bottom. 
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Figure 40. Classroom of students learning the Minim Dag Noore script. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2fWBEp3BJhg 

 
 

 
Figure 41. A classroom of 13-14 students learning the Minim Dag Noore script. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAJSLo1NJ6Q 
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Figure 42. Classroom learning the Minim Dag Noore script. 
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Figure 43. A screenshot from a mobile phone screen-recording of a teacher using an emoji as a pointer 
to virtually teach the Minim Dag Noore script. This is an exercise that is then sent in one of the very 
large WhatsApp group chats for people to engage in exercises. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aUbPGYQA4J8 
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Figure 44. A screenshot from a video teaching the Minim Dag Noore script letters. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fjdUMeu33eM 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Figure 45. Screenshot of video pointing out the Kengre (left) and Gõdga (right) diacritics 
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Figure 46. Collation of RTL (top) and LTR (middle) lowercase and uppercase letters in the Minim Dag Noore 
script. 
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Figure 47. RTB interview about the Minim Dag Noore script with Dr. Inoussa Guiré, director of the 
Department of Linguistics and National Languages at Institut des Sciences des Sociétés (INSS) (Institute of 
Social Sciences), an institution within the framework of the National Centre for Scientific and Technical 
Research (CNRST). https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2fWBEp3BJhg 

 
 

 
Figure 48.1. “Burkina Faso” written in the Minim Dag Noore script. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2fWBEp3BJhg 

 

 
Figure 48.2. “Ouagadougou” written in the Minim Dag Noore script. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2fWBEp3BJhg 
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X ISO Proposal Summary Forms 

ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 2/WG 2 
PROPOSAL SUMMARY FORM TO ACCOMPANY SUBMISSIONS 

FOR ADDITIONS TO THE REPERTOIRE OF ISO/IEC 10646TP

1
PT  

Please fill all the sections A, B and C below. 
Please read Principles and Procedures Document (P & P) from HTUhttp://std.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/principles.html UTH for guidelines and 

details before filling this form. 
Please ensure you are using the latest Form from HTUhttp://std.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/summaryform.htmlUTH. 

See also HTUhttp://std.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/roadmaps.html UTH for latest Roadmaps. 

A. Administrative 
   1. Title: Proposal to encode the Minim Dag Noore script in the UCS  

2. Requester's name: Oreen Yousuf  
3. Requester type (Member body/Liaison/Individual contribution): Individual contribution  
4. Submission date: 2025 May 29  
5. Requester's reference (if applicable):   
6. Choose one of the following:   
 This is a complete proposal:   
 (or) More information will be provided later:   
   B. Technical – General 
   1. Choose one of the following:   
 a. This proposal is for a new script (set of characters): Yes  
 Proposed name of script:   
 b. The proposal is for addition of character(s) to an existing block:   
 Name of the existing block:   
2. Number of characters in proposal: 101  
3. Proposed category (select one from below - see section 2.2 of P&P document):   
 A-Contemporary X B.1-Specialized (small collection)  B.2-Specialized (large collection)   
 C-Major extinct  D-Attested extinct  E-Minor extinct   
 F-Archaic Hieroglyphic or Ideographic    G-Obscure or questionable usage symbols   
4. Is a repertoire including character names provided? Yes  
 a. If YES, are the names in accordance with the “character naming guidelines”   
 in Annex L of P&P document? Yes  
 b. Are the character shapes attached in a legible form suitable for review?   
5. Fonts related:   
 a. Who will provide the appropriate computerized font to the Project Editor of 10646 for publishing the standard?   
 Oreen Yousuf  
 b. Identify the party granting a license for use of the font by the editors (include address, e-mail, ftp-site, etc.):  
 Mahamadi Ouédraogo via Oreen Yousuf (oreen.yousuf@gmail.com)  
6. References:   
 a. Are references (to other character sets, dictionaries, descriptive texts etc.) provided? Yes  
 b. Are published examples of use (such as samples from newspapers, magazines, or other sources)   
 of proposed characters attached? Yes  
7. Special encoding issues:   
 Does the proposal address other aspects of character data processing (if applicable) such as input,   
 presentation, sorting, searching, indexing, transliteration etc. (if yes please enclose information)? Yes  
 A very detailed sorting description is enclosed in this document.  
8. Additional Information: 
Submitters are invited to provide any additional information about Properties of the proposed Character(s) or Script that will 
assist in correct understanding of and correct linguistic processing of the proposed character(s) or script.  Examples of such 
properties are: Casing information, Numeric information, Currency information, Display behaviour information such as line 
breaks, widths etc., Combining behaviour, Spacing behaviour, Directional behaviour, Default Collation behaviour, relevance in 
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Mark Up contexts, Compatibility equivalence and other Unicode normalization related information.  See the Unicode standard at 
HTUhttp://www.unicode.orgUTH for such information on other scripts.  Also see Unicode Character Database ( 
Hhttp://www.unicode.org/reports/tr44/       ) and associated Unicode Technical Reports for information needed for consideration by 
the Unicode Technical Committee for inclusion in the Unicode Standard. 
  

C. Technical - Justification  
   1. Has this proposal for addition of character(s) been submitted before? No  
 If YES explain   
2. Has contact been made to members of the user community (for example: National Body,   
 user groups of the script or characters, other experts, etc.)? Yes  
 If YES, with whom? Script user community; script creator  
 If YES, available relevant documents: Enclosed in this document.  
3. Information on the user community for the proposed characters (for example:   
 size, demographics, information technology use, or publishing use) is included? Yes  
 Reference: Enclosed in this document.  
4. The context of use for the proposed characters (type of use; common or rare) Rare  
 Reference: Enclosed in this document.  
5. Are the proposed characters in current use by the user community? Yes  
 If YES, where?  Reference: Burkina Faso and neighboring countries; some script users in Arab countries.  
6. After giving due considerations to the principles in the P&P document must the proposed characters be entirely   
 in the BMP? No  
 If YES, is a rationale provided?   
 If YES, reference:   
7. Should the proposed characters be kept together in a contiguous range (rather than being scattered)? Yes  
8. Can any of the proposed characters be considered a presentation form of an existing    
 character or character sequence? No  
 If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?   
 If YES, reference:   
9. Can any of the proposed characters be encoded using a composed character sequence of either  
 existing characters or other proposed characters? No  
 If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?   
 If YES, reference:   
10. Can any of the proposed character(s) be considered to be similar (in appearance or function)   
 to, or could be confused with, an existing character? No  

 If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?   
 If YES, reference:   
11. Does the proposal include use of combining characters and/or use of composite sequences? No  
 If YES, is a rationale for such use provided?   
 If YES, reference:   
 Is a list of composite sequences and their corresponding glyph images (graphic symbols) provided?   
 If YES, reference:   
12. Does the proposal contain characters with any special properties such as    
 control function or similar semantics? No  
 If YES, describe in detail (include attachment if necessary)   
   
   
13. Does the proposal contain any Ideographic compatibility characters? No  
 If YES, are the equivalent corresponding unified ideographic characters identified?   
 If YES, reference:   
   

 
 


