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The study of Sidetic is ongoing, with the discovery of new finds and further research into 
the script.  Today, scholars rely on the numbering system of Nollé 2001 as the 
standardized way to refer to Sidetic letters (#1 on L2/25-133).1 
 
The phonetic values in the annotations are subject to change, based on research and 
discoveries. Indeed, not all values shown in L2/25-133 are agreed upon by all scholars. The 
values will likely be modified in the coming years as more research is conducted. Rather 
than creating permanent errors by using the phonetic values in the character names, use 
of the N(ollé) reference numbers is appropriate and they should be retained as currently 
shown in the ISO 10646 code charts under review. This opinion is one shared with experts 
(L2/25-133).  
 
Note that even where scholars have expressed certainty on the phonetic value of letters, 
these values have continued to change in subsequent scholarship. Compare figure 1, 
below, which is the chart from Nollé 2001 (=figure 12 from L2/23-019), where N7, N14, and 
N15 are identified as  “gesichert” despite giving different values from L2/25-133. 
 
Compare also figure 2 below, “Appendix: a provisional concordance to the sign list on the 
next page (Rizza 2016: 383 = figure 18 on page 28 of the Sidetic proposal, L2/22-235), which 
shows the variety of values assigned to the characters by different scholars through the 
years.  An additional column on the right has been added by Anderson to show the values 
from the 2025 update from Zinko and Rizza (L2/25-133, pp. 4-5) that differ from Nollé 2001. 
 
Note also Gem Ferrer (2023:82 n. 11), where the signs appearing in the text, in order, N15, 
N14 (both “gesichert” in Nollé 2001), N05 (two forms), N06, N25 (which Ferrer declines to 
propose a value though Rizza and Zinko 2025 do), and a letter not yet proposed: 

 
1Examples include: 
https://www.academia.edu/111928907/2020_The_u_w_distribution_in_Sidetic_coin_legends  
https://www.academia.edu/111929764/2023_A_new_Sidetic_coin_legend_revisiting_an_unnoticed_sp
ecimen_from_the_Gazipa%C5%9Fa_Hoard 
https://www.academia.edu/127020802/2024_A_formal_approach_to_the_Sidetic_signs_for_d_and_l 
 

https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2025/25133-sidetic-response.pdf
https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2025/25133-sidetic-response.pdf
https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2025/25133-sidetic-response.pdf
https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2022/22235-sidetic-rev-2.pdf
https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2025/25133-sidetic-response.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/111928907/2020_The_u_w_distribution_in_Sidetic_coin_legends
https://www.academia.edu/111929764/2023_A_new_Sidetic_coin_legend_revisiting_an_unnoticed_specimen_from_the_Gazipa%C5%9Fa_Hoard
https://www.academia.edu/111929764/2023_A_new_Sidetic_coin_legend_revisiting_an_unnoticed_specimen_from_the_Gazipa%C5%9Fa_Hoard
https://www.academia.edu/127020802/2024_A_formal_approach_to_the_Sidetic_signs_for_d_and_l
R McGowan
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Figure 1 from Nollé 2001: 629 



383Appendix: a provisional concordance to the sign list

N. Neum. P. O. Š. Br. B. Bos.

N1 a        [11]            [10]       [10]         [10]

N2 e        [14] e͂?       [25] # #

N3 i        [5]            [5]        [5] i?      [5]

N4 o        [2]            [2]        [2] u/o    [2]
         [23]

N5 u – [19] u u b?       [14] t°    [14] e?     [14]

N6 j        [17] w j – [26] # #

N7 w        [6] j u [6] u o/u?  [6]

N8 p        [1]            [1]        [1]          [1]

N9 φ – [24] ç χ? φ?, χ? [28] # #

N10 m        [13]            [11]        [11]          [11]

N11 t        [10]            [18]        [18]          [18]

N12 d        [8] d d         [8]
– [15]
m͂        [20]

d     [8]
p     [1]

g?    [15]

d       [8]
?       [15]
δ?     [20]

N13 ϑ          [9]            [16]         [16]          [16]

N14 z s     [15] ś z z         [9] z?     [9] s?      [9]

N15 s ś      [18] s s s         [12] ś       [12] ś?      [12]

N16 n         [4]            [4]          [4]          [4]

N17 l         [3]            [3]  l [3]
b?     [19]

l [3]
[19]

N18 ts – [20] ṯ τ e?       [13] k?     [13]          [13]

N19 g         [16] w        [24] cf. w [20] 
(coins)

#

N20 ch # χ # # # #

N21 r          [7]            [7]           [7] r/λ      [7]

N22 vowel? # a/u # ä?       [17] # #

N23 cons. cons. [23] k b – [27] # #

N24 cons. cons. [25] b k – [29] # #

N25 cons.?          [26] ? ä?       [17]
w        [24]
– [30]

          [17]           [17]

N26 cons. # z # # # #

u (/u̯?)

L2/25-133
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Figure 2 from Rizza 2016: 383, with added 
column of values from L2/25-133
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