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In L2/23-127, 1 introduced two alternate Katakana letters, which were once mainly used during Japanese Meiji Period.
This document provides more evidence to show the real usages. The discussion result of the introduction document is
shown in Section 25 of L2/23-163.

1. Proposal

The following table shows the proposed UCS/Unicode code points, glyphs, readings, current forms of Katakana letters
and the corresponding Hiragana letters. I suggest encoding them in Kana Extended-A block.

Proposed C/P Glyph Reading Current Katakana Hiragana
U+1B127 -?- ne A 1
U+30CD U+306D
g
U+1B128 \ wi IF Z
U+30F0 U+3090
The UCD information is shown below. (The experts suggested using “alternate” not “archaic” in the character names in
CJK & Unihan WG meeting.)
1B127;KATAKANA LETTER ALTERNATE NE;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1B128; KATAKANA LETTER ALTERNATE WI;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;

The script values of these two characters are still Katakana (kana) to follow other Katakana letters.
The values of these two characters for East Asian Width and East Asian Spacing properties are both W.
The values of these two characters for Vertical Orientation property is U.

The information for Names List is shown below.

@@ 1B100 Kana Extended-A1BI12F

@ Historic Katakana

1B127 KATAKANA LETTER ALTERNATE NE

1B128 KATAKANA LETTER ALTERNATE WI

We could also treat them with ¥ (U+5B50) and # (U+4E95) as confusable pairs.

2. Brief introduction

These two Katakana letters were commonly used during Japanese Meiji (FH7&) period (1868.10.23-1912.7.30). Current
Katakana letter NE and W1 were also used at that time, but so many materials used the proposed forms. It is impossible
to unify them with the current forms or the Hentaigana forms. Note that the lists on Sub-section 3.3 shows these two
had been used till 1935 (Il 10 4F).


https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2023/23127-katakana.pdf
https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2023/23163-cjk-unihan-group-utc176.pdf

For the proposed alternate Katakana letter NE, it is derived from Kanji “¥”. Current kJapanese property values of
Kanji “¥-” shows there are five readings, three are used for on’yomi (%t # ), and two are used for kun’yomi (Fl[77¢ ).
‘ U+5B50 kJapanese ¥ X ¥ T R ‘
Kanji “f-” is the first one of 12 terrestrial branches (" —#77), and the corresponding Chinese zodiac (& ) is Rat
(5). The kun’yomi forms of 12 terrestrial branches are according to the kun’yomi forms of the Chinese zodiacs. The
kun’yomi form of Kanji “fil” is 423" #, so the kun’yomi form of Kanji “¥*” is derived from the first syllable of 23 #.

For the proposed alternate Katakana letter W1, it is derived from Kanji “Jf”. Current kJapanese property values of
Kanji “J£” shows there are four readings, two are used for on’yomi, and two are used for kun’yomi.

‘ U+4E95 kJapanese +®A4 Y a3y W\ »wy ‘
The kun’ yomi forms of Kanji “f” as shown above, I and IDO, were originally WI and WIDO. The distinction between
[ and WI was retained in the orthography until 1946, which explains why this letter should be named WI.

In Fig. 3.4.2, the proposed alternate Katakana letter WI also reads as YI, but YI was replaced as } (U+1B120) or A
(U+30A4) later.

These two proposed Katakana letters are also related to the following Hentaigana letters.

Proposed Form Hentaigana C/P Hentaigana Hentaigana C/P Hentaigana
F U+1B098 &
Eq: U+1B10D # U+1B10E QI’F

Note that Hentaigana < (U+1B098) reads as NE and KO, but the proposed alternate Katakana letter NE only reads as

NE.

After encoding these two characters, the whole Gojuon list of encoded Katakana letters should be shown below.

-A -1 -U -E -0

- 7 A % T 7 7

K- 71 * Z4 7 a
S- H v A +* Y
T- R 7 P4 va k
N- 7 = 2 F F J
H- N = 7 ~ =
M- < 2 s X £
Y- Y % R A4 I 3
R- = D) JL 9% i
W- 7 & | H# F e s 7




3. Evidence

There are six parts used for the evidence in this document. Sub-sections 1 & 2 are cited from the modern publications
edited and translated by Associate Professor Sun Mingyuan (#)\FH 1% /#4HH3%) of Macao Polytechnic University (B9
T.KE2) in Macao SAR, China, Sub-section 3 shows the lists on Komiyama Hiroshi Bunko in Japan, Sub-section 4 is cited
from the textbooks used during the Meiji Period in Japan, Sub-section 5 is for the personal name usages, and Sub-
section 6 is for one Japanese whisky brand.

3.1. Fangcunzhijian

This sub-section shows the pictures included in {77 I Z [6] — X F X Fi% 1T L4 )  (Fangcunzhijian: Hanzi
Weénzishéji Weénji), which had been shown in L2/23-127.

This is abook related to the different aspects of the modern typography in East Asia; we found two unencoded alternate
Katakana letters in 5 pictures in one paper written by Mr. Komiyama Hiroshi (/)N& [LIf#52). I will show them here. Figs.
3.1.1 through 3.1.4 are cited from the original book named [7EK @A) (Kappan Mihon), and Fig. 3.1.5 is cited from
the original book named [fli& LA ]  (Kappan Ryaku Mihon).

In Figs. 3.1.2 & 3.1.3, the blue squares show the corresponding Hiragana letters.

In Figs. 3.1.1, 3.1.4 & 3.1.5, the proposed alternate Katakana letter NE is used with the corresponding current Katakana
letter NE (+) together.

In Fig. 3.1.4, the proposed alternate Katakana letter W1 is used with the corresponding current Katakana letter WI (%)
together.


https://info.mpu.edu.mo/teldir2005/Profile/Profilephoto.asp?ref_no=4CDN5IH8X
https://www.mpu.edu.mo/en/index.php
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Fig. 3.1.5 [1], Pic. 9-9-1 of p. 286
(EBFEFERREAET, (EREEREA), FIL#HETE, TITEAR)

3.2. Mingchdoti Huézi

This sub-section shows the pictures included in  (FHEARIGF——HALIRSER) (Mingchdoti Hudzi: Qi Qiyudn yii
Xingchéng). This book tells the origin and early development of modern Song/Ming style in East Asia. The research
objects are collected by the author from Europe, America, China, Japan and other places all year round, based on which
the history of a single font style is studied from an international perspective.
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ALPHABET.

FIGURES. | VALEUR. || FIGURES, | VALEUR. | FIGURES. | VALEUR. | FIGURES. | VALEUR. | FIGURES. | VALEUR.
L. )17 Rou - Na. -~ Ma. i 3 You.
Ro. ? 0. > Ra. }]— Ke. ;t Me.
Fa. 74 Wa. N Mou. 7 Fou. = Mi.
Ni 7 Ka Ou. 7 | ko 4 Si.
S = RN ERE
To. v Re. ] No. 2 Te. =} Fi.
Tsi. vy So. 7+ Wo. Y A. £ Mo.
R | oy | Tew| V| Kou | | s | & | se
Nou. 5 Ne. 2 Ya. :% Ki. A Sou.

Fig. 3.2.1 [2], Pic. 34 of p. 114
(FETE = EZIR 13 5 R4 1T, 1818)

BREVIER JAPANESE EATARANA—Type $3.00 per Ib.—Matrices $1.00 each.

I 2 ¥ = £ = 7 7 £ v £ A = 4
2 ¥ > 2 F F ¥ [|#FI[F] v H I ~« Kk ©
F = > 2 F 7 = +F Y #F X d F oA
T ¥ = =& 7 3 ¥ F F > 3 A~ F HF »
E ¥ & A ¥ F # 7 & YV £ F 4 A 3

SMALE PicA JAPANESE EATARANA—Type $1.80 per Ib.—Matrices $1.00. cach.

X ¥ ¥ % 5§ 7 x [F|F| T F o = A4

v o= 2 X F 7 = 7 + VY A VYV R & 9

3 *+ T =2 7 =2 ¥ F v YV ¥ X F & &

¥ e X ¥ =T 5 7 oa» Y 2 g F R ¥

A ¥ Y ¥ = 7 4 3 Y K T F oA
RuBY JAPANESE KATARANA— Type $3.50 per 1b.—Matrices $1.00 each.

4 ¥ : 2 y #® = 4

FEiBiEitiiiim@bsiicid

T & \ ¥ ¥ v T 5 7 % 7 7 ’5 ¥ < x o

7

Fig. 3.2.2 [2], Pic. 57 of p. 156
CERERIETITT 1867 FHITEFHA)



i JAPANISCH. (KATAKANA.)

(Cicero.)

Die neb tehenden Ziffern bedeuten den Raum in der Breite der Tipen nach tipometrischen Punkten. Die mit * bezeichneten sind
(Da das Japanische in senkrechten (nicht wagerechten) Zeilen geschrieben wird, so ziihlen die hier angegebenen Zahlen der Breite eigentlich von oben nach unten.)
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TKI BOKU ¥47, B 8, (tattok semi. )
Precious wmk, a phmse used for a letter.

K1-BONEORL,~1u,~tla ﬂevr‘q-ﬂ'zv,i'ﬁ'ﬁ,
2. 0. To be full of care, concern, or anx- 4
iety, usually written Kzbone wo oru. e

|K1BU1-K1,-KU,—SHI,—U,—SA, *7°4, Eﬁ,, ?-
Sharp. Qtrong, or harsh to the taste. B
ga kibw.  Syn. T8zY0I

Fig. 3.2.5 [2], Pic. 99 of p. 286
( (FIIEFREERL) 28 200 1)

SHINDZRU, 2¥' V{5, Sece Shayi.

SUINE, ¥F, imp. of Skini. = Shine yo,
die.

SHI-NEN, 3>, B 72X (omoi omd ). n.
Thinking, thought. Shiren szru, to think.
Nan no — mo nat, not thinking of any-
thing.

SHINGAKU 227, > 8L, n Moral es-
says or discourses. |

~ a -

Fig. 3.2.6 [2], Pic. 100 of p. 288
( (FITIBEMREERL) 25 408 TN)
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3.3. Komiyama Hiroshi Bunko

Mr. Komiyama Hiroshi donated over 2,000 books of the movable type sample books (i ‘7 . AME) he collected to the
Yokohama History Museum (£ % i i 52 {#4%7fi) in Japan twice in 2016 and 2018. The museum selected over 90 books
to scan, which are to make them as Hiroshi Komiyama Bunko (/]\%& [LI{#52 3CJ#), showcasing the design styles of
hiragana and katakana in history. Mr. Komiyama believes that those books and materials are public tools of the world
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and should be shared with everyone. His ideal collection location in his mind must be a public library that meets the
conditions that anyone can read, copy, and charge no fees.
The list of Katakana letters NE is showed here.

LS
% —
R&aFE—H

& F 1 i

p523852 p53& 53 p53A 55

-
2% 2 Hrmims 71\ aL

The list of Katakana letters WI is shown here.

AL @

RAaFH—E
+ # %+ # # i

pATESS p51AI55 p52855 p53A4 =55 p53A 555

I

wd
p55EIZ

+ ¥

pI6EES T ECE

<kl
EERE & WADHEE+—AN

p368 T65

EEET 2 WEE+EREC -q:

p35%EIS

2% 211 1012

&7
BE [F 2] AE=SZRHRE

paTHEES p5355S P48 T55

Based on the above lists, we can find the current Katakana letters NE and WI and the proposed alternate Katakana
letters NE and WI are both shown in the same books at the same time.

3.4. 0ld textbooks
This sub-section includes 23 old textbooks. All of them were used during Japanese Meiji Period.
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Fig. 3.4.45 [4.12], folios 28B-29A

Fig. 3.4.46 [4.13], folios 2B-3A
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Fig. 3.4.61 [4.17], folios 3B-4A
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Fig. 3.4.65 [4.21] folios 2B-3A

Fig. 3.4.66 [4.22], folios 8B-9A
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3.5. Personal name usage

Tanaka Kane was once the world’s oldest living person in Japan. She was born in 1903 (i 36), and died in 2022 (#fl4).
In her personal name, the second syllable of the giving name corresponds to the proposed alternate Katakana letter
NE. This Katakana letter has not been encoded, so the media and webpages use Kanji “¥-” tentatively. See Figs. 3.5.1
through 3.5.3.

Please see more information about Tanaka Kane on Guinness World Records and the news report.

In Chinese environment, so many people use “FH ™ /] (U+7530, U+4E2D, U+529B, U+5B50), but the better form
should be “FHH 17 or “HH KI2” (based on GB/T 17693.10—2019) without Kana letters in Chinese.

One person once mentioned other personal and geographic name usage. See here and Fig. 3.5.4.
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Fig. 3.5.1 Japanese Wikipedia page, [5.1]
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Fig. 3.5.4 Home page of Kawamura Kaneto Ainu Museum, [5.4]
(Note: More information on [5.5] and [5.6])
3.6 Brand

Nikka Whisky is a producer of Japanese whisky and other beverages. Its current Japanese nameis = v 77 7V & X ¥ —,
but the historical brand included the proposed alternate Katakana letter WI.

Fig. 3.6.1 [6.1], Nikka Whisky
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Fig. 3.6.3 [6.3], Nikka Whisky
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