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In the process of considering candidates for inclusion in IRG working set 2024, we found one 
candidate, VN-F2079, to actually be the original form of an encoded character, U+2B8A0. 
Closer investiation showed that the phonetic properties and shape of the candidate better suit 
the intent of the orginal. We therefore propose to replace the shape and properties of U+2B8A0 
with those of the candidate and to withdraw VN-F2079 from the working set.


U+2B8A0 𫢠 vs VN-F2079 󲁹 

U+2B8A0 (V4-407A) is intended as a Nôm Tày character, read rầư or riầu, meaning “who?”. 
The source provided in the original proposal to encode U+2B8A0 (V4-407A) is Góp phần 
nghiên cữu văn hoá Việt Nam, p. 512.


What is actually shown is VN-F2079, composed of the person radical semantic on the left and 
the phonetic component, 𱽗, read lô, lơ, lư, rơ, etc. on the right. This is identical to the glyph 
shown in the evidence for VN-F2079, from Hoàng Triều Ân ed. Từ Điển Chữ Nôm Tày. Hà Nội. 
2003, p.248.
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The current phonetic component of  U+2B8A0, ⿱艹尸, is not found in Unicode and there is no 
attested reading for it.


VN-F2079 is also used in the Old Zhuang script, read lawz, shown on p 453 of David Holm, 
Mapping the Old Zhuang Character Script (Brill, 2013)


Zhuang, spoken in China, is related to the Tày language spoken in Vietnam and the writing 
systems show considerable overlap.


The evidence clearly shows that the current shape of U+2B8A0 is wrong and that the shape 
intended was that of VN-F2079. Since U+2B8A0 is a single source Vietnamese character, we 



believe that changing the shape and properties will cause minimal disruption. In addition to the 
glyph change, we propose the following changes to the properties.


Proposed Changes 
	 

U+2B8A0

	 current	 new

glyph	 𫢠	 󲁹

kRSUnicode	 9.7	 9.9

kTotalStrokes	 8	 11


The kIRG_VSource value, V4-407A, will remain unchanged.





