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Based on the project from BSMI (Bureau of Standards, Metrology and Inspection, the
organization for standardization in Taiwan), CMEX (Chinese Foundation for
Digitization Technology) proposed a standard drafts, named “CNS 11643-1: Stroke
classification for Chinese characters”. It specified totally 35 strokes with identification
numbers. These strokes were classified into 5 categories. The attached file
included 3 sections and a figure from the draft of CNS 11643-1.



1.

Stroke classification for Chinese characters

Scope

This document provides stroke classification for Chinese characters, for stroke sequence,
index...use.

Definitions

This document defines the following terms::

(1) grapheme (5%JF) : The structural shape of script, a Chinese grapheme is composed by
one or more strokes in specific connected form with relative positions.
LIRSS -t sl IR — B2 % 2 DRy e A 7 2R R e FH
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(2) stroke (Z255) : The smallest units for constituting the Chinese grapheme.
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(3) stroke feature (Z£JF) : The visual shape of stroke, its features including the writing
orientation and shape.(SEE BHSIEIR » HF BRI TR TR RIPIR <)

(4) stroke sequence(ZE/[H) : The sequence of strokes of one grapheme, presented in the
order of writing sequence(HH-H 20 A A SR AR B R i e S a5
FIERFH )

(5) stroke classification(ZEE5574H) © All strokes are classified into five classes according
to their stroke features as(Heng(fi%), Shu(%%), Pie(#i§0) , Dian(%%), and Zhe($T). 255
RHEIE T SR T ke ~ B~ i B TR oRgE <)

(6) basic stroke feature(F=5EJ) : The representive stroke features for five stroke
classifications, ordered as 1 Heng (—), 2 Shu(Z2.), 3 Pie(']), 4 Dian(/%) and 5
Zhe(N)(MAFEFERIIARMEHID AR Bt (—) YE(L) CT) HEOD FTCN) )

(7) subordinate stroke feature([{fZ£J)  Stroke features derived from, or featured as one
basic stroke feature, is a subordinate stroke feature of the specific basic stroke
feature(fiT/2 H 38— TSP B 3 SERF i Ry BLR— =P[R — . HAD
FIE )

(8) turning point($}TE5) ¢ he turning points of bending, curving or hook on some complex
stroke features, also briefly called as Ze (IT), Wan(¥) and Go($h)). S5 i a2t~ I
FIPHHTA ~ Braadhe - I/~ B ST =R TR > BT -
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HOFT B SR SR AR SRR - RO B B AR 0 W



B -
(9) turning point number(7%#4%) : Number of turning points in one stroke feature(ZEJ 1
PrEbasH - )
=% @ flan - CJL” MBS T 0 T RO BT LT R

Number of turning points in one stroke feature.

3. Stroke classification
Stroke is the smallest denomination of Chinese characters, when counting each Chinese

character; each stroke must be one stroke.
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Figure 1 depicts five stroke class of basic and subordinate stroke feature:
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Figure 2 Ideograph Strokes Example
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