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On October 26-28, TCA hosted an old Hanzi forum.  Experts from Taiwan and mainland 
China made some conclusions in the meeting.  All experts agreed that a common consensus 
should be obtained between Taiwan and Mainland China before processing the realignment 
work separately. 

Based on the conclusion of the form, TCA proposes the arrangement of Old Hanzi attributes 
plan as follow: 

1. Start with building up (construction) an old Hanzi inscription database, including: 
(1) Original image (figure) database, 

(2) The database of glyph determination (隸定), and 

(3) Attribute database of Old Hanzi inscription. 

2. This Old Hanzi platform includes 
(1) The image (figure) database: Store original images of the Old Hanzi  and the 

explanation archives . Users can refer to the original image when needed.  (refer to 
Fig. 1 & Fig. 2) 

(2) The database of glyph determination: Store glyph determination and Corresponding 
Modern Character.  (refer to Fig. 3) 

(3) Attributes Database: Stores the attribute data of collected Old Hanzi inscriptions. 
(refer to Fig. 4) 



Fig. 1  the image database frame 

 

 
甲骨文合集圖檔 2740 甲骨文合集圖檔 5944 甲骨文合集圖檔 23354 

 



Fig. 2  the frame of using explanation archives search 

 
 

 

小屯南地甲骨圖檔 8 小屯南地甲骨圖檔 79 小屯南地甲骨圖檔 117 



Fig. 3  the database of glyph determination 

 
 



Fig. 4  attributes database 

 
3. The arrangement work procedure are: 

(1) Build up image database: scan all oracle inscription images, and input all the 
explanation archives (translations) as text files, thus forming an image database. 

(2) Choose glyphs: classify and choose words based on the constructed image database. 

(3) Glyph Determination: arrange attributes of the chosen glyphs and proceed glyph 
determination, data will be stored in database. The procedure of glyph determination 
are as follows: 

a) Proceed glyph determination to the inscriptions of the Oracle Bones refer to the 
comments of experts 

b) Compare and analysis the structure of glyphs with the same glyph determination 
result, judge between construct-variance and writing-variance according to the 



conclusion made in the Old Hanzi Encoding and Modern Application 
Conference 2005. 

c) choose the most representing (complete construct, clear strokes) 
construct-variance and writing variance for the glyph, and store it into the 
database. 

(4) Counting representatives: there are many words for oracle bone inscription, every 
word has its own construct-variance and writing-variance, the representative is the 
word that represents the whole group of glyphs. Hence after the attributes 
arrangement, counting the number of representative is necessary. 

(5) Edit a wordlist: edit an oracle bone inscription wordlist, for WG2 as reference for 
encoding 
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