Universal Multiple- Octet Coded Character Set

UCS
ISO/IEC JTC1/SC2/WG2/IRG N2341R
Date: 2019-5-9
Source: TCA
Title: Compilation Description of the MOE’s Dictionary of Chinese Character
Variants

Meeting: IRG #52, Hong Kong
Status: Member’s Submission and ldeographic Experts
Actions required: | To be considered by IRG
Distribution: IRG
Medium: Electronic
Page: 10
Appendix: None

1. Features of MOE’s dictionary of Chinese character variants (kTR (2 ¥ x 3

2 ) ,Website: dict.variants.moe.edu.tw)
There are four main features:

A.The largest Chinese character database in the world.

B. A glyph dictionary that shows reference source of each character.

C. A glyph dictionary that combines the characters used in ancient and modern literature.
D. A character library that collects the wisdom of Chinese character experts in Taiwan."
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2. General Description

A.The total number of characters received in this dictionary is 106,330 characters, including
29,921 Zhengti ideograph, 74,407 character variants, and 2,002 appendix characters
(Formal sixth edition)

B. The Zhengti ideographs included in this dictionary are primarily based on the three
standard font table of the Ministry of Education: commonly used characters,
sub-commonly used characters, and rarely used characters. In the case of a literature
glyph which has independent pronunciation and meaning, but is not included in the
table, the character is received as a new Zhengti ideograph.

C. The term “Chinese character variants” as used in this dictionary refers to a character,
under the criterion of a Zhengti ideograph(IEZE), that has the same pronunciation and
meaning as the Zhengti ideograph but differs in form and structure in the literature.
For the collection of these character variants, please refer to the MOE’s dictionary of
Chinese character variants and its basic literature.

D.The Chinese character variants in this dictionary are searched and collected according to
the literature cited, if the glyph is slightly different in dot stroke due to the engraving or
stone carving process, they are received as one glyph, and are not separately recorded.

E. The dictionary recognizes the correspondence between the glyphs according to the
pronunciation and meaning of the glyphs in the literature. If the relation between a
Zhengti ideograph and a Chinese character variant cannot be confirmed, it is temporarily
listed as an appendix character not a Chinese character variant.

F. The Chinese character variants received in this dictionary have the following two
identities:

A. Purely a Chinese character variant

B. A Chinese character variant as well as a Zhengti ideograph.

3. Principles of glyph normalization: Summary table of character component
variation of the MOE’s dictionary of Chinese character variants ({55 E4NR)

A. Principles of compilation

a. The principle of glyph collection of this dictionary is based on the literature.
However, the glyphs of the literature are often different in stroke gesture and dot
stroke. In order to avoid the complexity of the collection, when there are multiple
glyphs that are only slightly different, and the variation does not affect the
structure and the cognition, this dictionary adopts the principle of incorporation,
only one of them is included, and the rest of the glyphs are not displayed in detail.
If there is no radical or character component that matches the standard glyph in
the literature, the orders of collecting variants are as follows:

I.  One thatis often seen in the literature

Il. One thatis closer to the standard font
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I1l. One that appears earliest in the literature.

B. Descriptions:

a.

The form compiled in this table is divided into two parts: one is the radical
components, the other is non-radical components, and the compiling order is
arranged according to the number of strokes of the standard font.

This table summarizes several situations that do not affect the structure and the
cognition of characters: change in dot or translocation, stroke with and without
hook, continuous stroke caused by stroke gesture, separate stroke caused by
engraving, stroke with and without bend, slant on the left side, length change of
stroke, combined use of throw away stroke and horizontal stroke, change from
facing inward to outward in the stroke, and change of press down stroke and pause
stroke.

The literature cited in this table is the basic reference of this dictionary, but modern
character books are not included.

Glyphs with >k marked in the front can be inferred from academic theories when
they are independent.

About “Summary table of character component variation”, please refer to:
http://dict.variants.moe.edu.tw/variants/rbt/chinese_component variant_tiles.rbt
?type=RADICAL&pageld=2982015
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4. Basic literature citation
A. Principles of literature selection:
development history and the editorial objectives

B. Types of literature Selection

literature is selected based on the character

a ~ Basic literature: According to the nature of the literature, they are divided into

the following categories:

l. Shuowen : KIEA (EiSCfEET) ~ BOEAR (GRSCEF)

Il. Ancient Chinese characters : (FIEH"S 4% ) (B3R -

lIl. Bamboo manuscripts : (JEfE X FHEYR )

IV. Clerical scripts CERETIR) ~ (GGREHE)

V. Inscriptions : (A CFHEER) ~ (RERERIF) ..

VI. Chinese calligraphy books : (HPElE ;A AFE) ~ (FEERLFH) .

VII. Character books : (L&) ~ (F&F) ..

VIIL. Rhyme books : (EEE) -~ (EE8)

IX. Chinese character books : (FfkFE) ~ (AZXF) -~ (HFIEETE
REGEHRE) ..

X. Popular character books : (ZJERTFRE) ~ (RITLIRBFEE)

XI. Buddhist scriptures : (FEfE T3 ) (fbZsErr B ) ..

XIl. Modern character books : {/#/IEMgEI) ~ (FoOREHE) ~ (OFFE

) (BT TR AR e B ) .

For Please refer to the Basic Literature Citation List for the details of

bibliography, authors, editions and references,
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Due to the wide variety of references are involved, literature citations are not
listed here. For detailed bibliography, authors, editions and citations, etc., please
refer to the Literature Citation List ( { & BT [EFEHFE) ,
http://dict.variants.moe.edu.tw/variants/rbt/reference format3 tiles.rbt?pagel
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